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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by KATHLEEN CRIPE
Happy Winter, Master Gardeners,
To those who do not like it to be cold and snowy, just think about it
as a source to water and insulate your plants.
As I write this letter, I am looking out my dining room windows. The white snow is
covering most of the ground, the white clouds are floating against a blue sky, and
the sun is shining. I feel warmer just seeing the sun as it brightens our day. My
Lenten Roses appear a bit cold as the wind blows, and they do not move much. Just
outside my window are the dried brown Hydrangea blossoms dancing with the
wind. The snow is starting to melt in areas in the yard, and I can start to see the
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colorful bowling balls that are planted throughout my front garden
peeking out of their snow cover. My grandchildren enjoy sitting in my south-facing
bay window and look for the "balls" in my garden. This happens no matter what
season we are experiencing.
On my eastern facing porch my favorite swing gently moves with the wind but the
snow still covers the swing, the floor and chairs.
For those who need to see the grass, it is showing its green color around some of the
snowy areas.
It is only 65 days till the calendar indicates that it is Spring. Writing that statement
makes it seem closer. Putting it in a number of days makes a little panic start
because I have not started my spring planning. Have you started your Spring and
Summer planning yet for your garden?
The new Class of 2015 starts presenting their seminars on January 30th at 10:00 a.m.
at the Elkhart Environmental Center. The topic is landscaping. Let's go out and
support them and learn something new about landscaping that we can incorporate
into our own gardens. I “Plan" to be there, and it is on my calendar.
This year's Garden Tour committee is working hard towards creating another
successful tour for buying and learning and enjoying the beautiful gardens of our
host gardeners in Elkhart. July 9th is the day for the tour to shine.
Are you looking for an opportunity for volunteer hours? There are some needs still
available to fill on the Garden Tour committee. Contact Garden Tour Chair Marilyn
Horvath. She would be glad to work with you.
Valentine’s Day is right around the corner. What is your favorite flower? Is it
fragrant? Do you like it as a single flower or in an arrangement? My favorite color
is red, and my favorite cut flower is the white carnation. I love the scent of the
white carnation. Do you like to receive flowers or give them to someone the best?
Maybe you like to give in other ways. As Master Gardeners, we like to share our
knowledge, our love of gardening and have a great time in helping others grow.
Enjoy your Valentine’s Day and spread a little love around to others!
Until next month,
Kathleen
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

Garden Tour Planning Committee, Extension Office
Conference Room
Spring Celebration Planning Committee, Extension
Office Conference Room

1

Mon.

7:00 p.m.

15

Mon..

16

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6:00 p.m.

23

Tues.

Monthly Member Meeting, Ag Hall, Robin and
Chris Jaworski, “Growing Octopods”

7:00 p.m.

24

Wed.

Garden Tour Merchandise Meeting, Harms’ home

5:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.

Sat.

Spring Celebration, Greencroft Community Center—Social
time 11:30, Lunch at 12 p.m. Reservations must be made
in person at member meetings or via mail, and NO reservations will be accepted after February 23rd. Price for
lunch is $12.

11:30 a.m. 1:30 p.m.

5

Sat.

Program with Janet Mancunovich, “Edible Landscapes
‘Just Breaking Through’” and “Herbs ‘Breaking out into
the Landscape’”. Price is $10 in advance and $12 at the
door.

2:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

15

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6:00 p.m.

19

Wed.

Garden Tour Merchandise Meeting, Harms’ home

10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

29

Tues.

5

No March Member Meeting
Due to Spring Celebration

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the president and/or vice-president feels it would be in the best interest of the membership to
cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than 5 p.m. on the day of
the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone call will be made
notifying them of the cancellation.

UPCOMING DATES

Page 4

Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, April 26, “Invasive Plants”, Jeff Burbrink
Tuesday, May 31, “Workshop, Craft Night”, Loanne Harms
Tuesday, June 28, “Beekeeping”, Steve Pearson
Monday, July TBA, Fair Set-up and Pizza Party
Tuesday, August 30, Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner
Tuesday, September 27, “Forestry”, Aaron Kingsley
Tuesday, October 25, “Owls”, Lake Milton Raptor Education Center
Tuesday, November 29, Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 “Elkhart County Christmas Bird Count”, Ronda DeCaire
Tuesday, February 28, “Trash to Treasure”, Penny Alles
Garden Tour Planning Meetings, 1st Monday s,, Extension Office Conference Room, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 4
Monday, May 2
Monday, June 6
July TBA
Board Meetings, THIRD Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 19
Tuesday, May 17
Tuesday, June 21
Tuesday, July 19
Tuesday, August 16
Tuesday, September 20
Tuesday, October 18
Tuesday, November 15
Tuesday, December 20
Garden Tour Merchandising Workshops, Len and Loanne Harms’ home
Saturday, April 2, 1 - 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 30, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Tuesday, May 31, MMGA Member Meeting, 7 p.m.
Friday, June 24, 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, June 25, 1-3 p.m.
April 8 to 10th—Canadian MG Conference, Huntsville, Ontario
April 16th—MMGA/SWCD Tree Sale, Fairgrounds
July 9th—Garden Tour, 10-4, Downtown Elkhart
July 22 to 30th—Elkhart County 4-H Fair, Goshen
June 16 to 18th—State Master Gardener Conference, West Lafayette
July 10-14th, 2017, International Master Gardener Conference,
Portland, OR,

Attention MMGA Members

Articles for the MARCH 2016 Broadcaster will be due on FEBRUARY 15th.
Please email items to Sherrie Zou before this date. Thank you.
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INFORMATION FROM JEFF BURBRINK, EXTENSION EDUCATOR
THE MANY WAYS TO MEASURE FIREWOOD
There are several different ways firewood is sold. The
names for these measurements include full cords, face
cords, ricks, and fireplace cords. Of course, pickup truck
load, piles, and the small bundles of wood at the gas
station are other ways firewood is marketed in the area.

Many states use a cord as their official measurement of firewood, although
Indiana has no law on the books. A cord is 128 cubic feet of wood (or a
four feet high by four feet wide by eight feet long area). The amount of
wood in a cord can vary depending on the way the cord is stacked. A
loosely stacked cord will contain less wood than a tightly packed cord.
A rick, on the other hand, is a stack of wood four feet high, eight feet long
and of variable width. A rick could have wood 12 inches long, 18 inches
long, or 30 inches long and still be called a rick. Sometimes, ricks are sold
as a cord, usually to the disadvantage of a buyer. Other names for a rick
include a face cord or a fireplace cord.
If you buy a rick of firewood, the dealer can decide how much wood you
get by the length of the pieces. A rick of shorter pieces will be much
less wood than the same stack of long pieces. If the pieces are 16 inches
long, it would be one-third of a cord. If they were 12 inches long, it would
be one-fourth of a cord. If the pieces are 24 inches long, it would be half a
cord.
The amount of wood in a pickup truck load vary also. Trucks with a bed
measurement of five and a half feet by eight feet by 20 inches deep,
loaded level with the side, will contain just over one-half cord if stacked
tightly. Some trucks with smaller beds, four by six feet by 20 inches, will
carry about one-third cord when filled level.

INFORMATION FROM JEFF BURBRINK, EXTENSION EDUCATOR
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THE MANY WAYS TO MEASURE FIREWOOD (CONTINUED)
If that wasn’t enough variability, wood can vary tremendously in its weight
per cubic foot. The more it weighs per cubic foot, the more energy it can
release. To make a comparison across tree species, wood moisture
content is adjusted to 20 percent moisture. Trees with higher energy
values include white ash, beech, hickory, black locust, sugar maple, red
oak, and white oak. Among the lower value woods are basswood,
cottonwood, soft (silver) maple, and yellow poplar (tulip tree).
Wood from ash trees in the Elkhart County area is under quarantine due to
the emerald ash borer and cannot be moved legally out of the quarantine
area. Indiana’s quarantined zone is essentially all but the southwestern
most counties of Indiana. Indiana state parks and the state of Michigan
also to do not allow this wood to enter their territory.
Infested ash wood can still make good firewood if used soon after the tree
dies. Ash wood begins to soften and crumble within a few months after the
borers have killed the tree, so it is best to use this wood in the fireplace as
soon as possible.
If you are attempting to drop a dead ash tree, be aware of the dangers
these trees now pose. Dead ash trees become very brittle. The vibration of
a chainsaw can loosen large limbs and bark overhead and bring them down
on unsuspecting workers. Several people have been permanently injured
and killed since the ash borer arrived.
Until next month,

Jeff

EEOC STATEMENT
It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that all
persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national
origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or
status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.
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HOTLINE HAPPENINGS
By Dan Carlson

Just a short note this month to remind you that the Hotline will be
opening for business on April 4th, 2016. The Hotline season will
extend through the end of September.
This is a great opportunity for you to expand your knowledge of all the
interesting things that happen to the flora in our area during the
growing season. You get to put to use all that knowledge you received
in Jeff Burbrink’s Master Gardener classes and all that you have gained
over the years of gardening. The best thing is that you will be helping
others in our community improve their gardens and yards.
If you have never worked the Hotline before and would like to this
year, we’ll try to have an experienced “Hotliner” show you the ropes
the first couple of times. If you get a call and you are unsure of the
correct response, you can always tell the caller that they will get a call
back after some additional research. You can leave the information
for another Master Gardener and/or pass it on to Jeff. Call or email
Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to sign up for a morning
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or any afternoon from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
I personally have learned a great deal working the Hotline and have
made some new friends. It’s also a great way to get in some service
hours. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Submitted by Dan Carlson, Hotline Coordinator

MMGA BOARD IN ACTION
By Loanne Harms

Photos of our MMGA Board at their recent December meeting in the
Extension Office Conference room.
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MG CLASS OF 2015 SPRING SEMINARS

FIRST FLOWER GROWN IN SPACE
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Sometimes, a zinnia is just a zinnia. Other times, it’s a
landmark. This past weekend, a pretty flower became
so much more when astronaut Scott Kelly tweeted its
picture back to Earth. The brilliant orange bloom is the
first flower ever grown in space
The flower was grown as part of the International Space
Station's (ISS) plant growth system, also know as “Veggie” (Vegetable Production
System). The experiment, which is the first to grow food in space, made its way to
the station in May, 2014. It’s a chamber equipped with green, red, and blue LED
lights, a root mat, and “pillows” with seeds, which are watered periodically and
treated to a barrage of photos and scientific experiments to see how plants do in
microgravity.
The goal was to treat astronauts to leafy greens in space, and has been quite a
success—a relief to astronauts who otherwise have no access to freshly grown
produce on the station. This new little (edible) flower will certainly brighten up the
otherwise sterile atmosphere of the ISS, but it wasn’t just selected just for its looks.
Scientists hope to learn more about space gardening from these tough-to-grow
flowers that could help with their next goal crop—tomatoes.
The gorgeous picture of the zinnia offers hope for future crop, but it was a close call.
A drought wiped out several plants at the beginning of the experiment, and the
zinnias that followed the lettuce experiment didn’t fare very well. Scientist later
figured out that the plant mat that contained the flower seeds was inhibiting airflow
and causing the plants to become moldy and die. An unplanned spacewalk didn’t
help the need plants, and turnover on the station caused Kelly, who’s in the midst of
a year in space, to become designated gardener.
Despite even more hiccups, Kelly convinced NASA to let him water the plants when
they looked like they needed it rather than on a rigorous schedule. The zinnia is now
growing gorgeously—and in a release about the gardening crop, NASA notes that
new crops will head up to the station soon.
In 2018, there may even be tomatoes aboard the craft—but even those flowering
plants won’t hold a candle to space’s
beautiful first bloom.
Article reprinted from Wakarusa Tribune
Photo via Scott Kelly Twitter post
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WHERE DID THAT COME FROM? By Stan Palmer
LEEK (cultivar of Allium ampeloprasum)

It won’t be long now until we will have to give serious thought to starting some of our garden
plants indoors from seed. One of those plants that benefit from an early start is the leek.
The leek is a vegetable that belongs, along with onion and garlic, to the genus Allium,
currently placed in family Amaryllidaceae, subfamily Allioideae. Historically, many scientific
names were used for leeks which are now treated as cultivars of Allium ampeloprasum. Two
related vegetables, elephant garlic and Kurrat, are also cultivars of A. ampeloprasum,
although different in their uses as food.

Bible commentators attribute the  חצירspecimen—acclaimed by the Israelites to be of
abundance in Egypt—as the leek. Dried specimens from archaeological sites in ancient Egypt,
as well as wall carvings and drawings, led Zohary and Hopf to conclude the leek was a part of
the Egyptian diet from at least the second millennium BCE onwards. They also allude to
surviving texts that show it had been also grown in Mesopotamia from the beginning of the
second millennium BCE.
The leek was the favorite vegetable of the Emperor Nero, who consumed it in soup or in oil,
believing it beneficial to the quality of his voice. The Romans are thought to have introduced
leeks to the United Kingdom, where they were able to flourish because they could withstand
cold weather. Leeks have attained an esteemed status in Wales, where they serve as this
country's national emblem. The Welsh regard for leeks can be traced back to a battle that
they successfully won against that Saxons in 1620, during which the Welsh soldiers placed
leeks in their caps to differentiate themselves from their opponents. Today, leeks are an
important vegetable in many northern European cuisines and are grown in many European
countries.
So, where does this vegetable, the leek, come from? Its native range is southern Europe to
western Asia, but it is cultivated in many other places and has become naturalized in many
countries. Allium ampeloprasum is regarded as native to all the countries bordering on the
Black, Adriatic, and Mediterranean Seas from Portugal to Egypt to Romania. In Russia and the
Ukraine, it is considered invasive except in Crimea, where it is native. It is also native to
Ethiopia, Uzbekistan, Iran, and Iraq. It is considered naturalized in the United Kingdom,
Ireland, the Czech Republic, the Baltic States, Belarus, the Azores, Madeira, the Canary
Islands, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Pakistan, China, Australia (all states except Queensland and
Tasmania), Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Haiti, the United States
(southeastern region plus California, New York State, Ohio and Illinois), Galápagos, and
Argentina.
Much of this information came from:
1.) Wikipedia
2.)http://www.whfoods.com/genpage.php?tname=foodspice&dbid=26#historyuse

Be safe and keep that garden growing!
-Stan Palmer-
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CANADIAN MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE
COME GROW WITH US 2016—APRIL 8th-10th, 2016
Location: Deerhurst Resort, Huntsville, Ontario
Website: www.conference.mgoi.ca
“Do the right thing.” But when it comes to gardening, what is the right
thing? Let’s talk about it! Scientists, horticulturists, growers, activists,
authors… and above all, gardeners will lead our discussions.
Preconference Workshops (optional): Fees are additional
Designing Ecological Gardens
Herbarium Techniques
Simply Stunning Succulent Frames
Conference Sessions:
Smarty Plants
Novel Ecosystems and the Modern Gardener
Restoring Nature: One Garden at a Time
When is a Flower not a Flower?
Garden 2016
Breakout Session:
Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Composting
Gardens that Work with Nature: Design Principles from Permaculture
Growing and Enjoying Thornless Succulents
Growing Native Woody Plants from Seed
How Trees Respond to Abnormal Winter Conditions
Orton in Action: Using Flower Phenology to Anticipate Pest Problems
The Silent Takeover: Invasive Species
Winter Tree Identification (outdoor session)
Haskap and Its Uses
Forest Gardening
Living Underground: How Plants Interact with Beneficial Fungi
Problem Solving Pruning
Rain Gardens and Infiltration Landscaping
Soil Amendments
Uninvited Visitors
DNA: The Barcode of Life on Earth
Edible Ecological Gardens: Integrating Perennial and Annual Food Plants in Our Gardens
Building a Hugelkultur (hill culture)
The Soil Test
Tree Health: A Diagnostic Approach
Growing Native Woody Plants from Seed
Canadian Botanical Gardens
Children’s Programming for Master Gardeners
The Future of Master Gardeners
Community Programming for Master Gardeners
How To Answer Any Gardening Question
Social Media for Master Gardeners
Present Like a Pro: Public Speaking Tips for Master Gardeners
Plus a Pollinator Inn contest, the Canadian Awards of Excellence,
a Spring Fling dinner and more.
All at the beautiful Deerhurst Resort, one of National Geographic Traveler Magazine’s “Best of the World
2012” recommended places to visit, just two hours north of Toronto, In Ontario’s beautiful Muskoka
region. Base conference fees from $320 CDN (after 12/12/15). Hotel room rates are additional;
conference rates available. Register online or by mail. Full details and links to registration, location
directions, and information about the awards and other social programming, are available the website
above.

Register soon; space is limited.
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MUSINGS FROM AN EARLY WINTER GARDEN
By Jim Carpenter

Imagination is a wonderful thing, particularly when it comes to
thinking about the garden while in the dead of winter. However, we will
take a little journey in some other directions before we get back around to
the garden. Didn’t someone wise once say something about the joy to be
found in the journey?
Although the weather wasn't exactly balmy, it just felt right recently
for me to take a hike and do a little exploring on my wooded acreage back by
our creek. I guess I call it “my creek” in the same way I call this land “my
land”. I have legal access to it. That is kind of how I felt about my children
while they were growing up. I didn’t really own them; I just had temporary
custody of them.
My few acres include what used to be some very vibrant ash trees.
Now my acreage includes a number of very dead ash trees as a result of the
emerald ash borer. On the plus side, ash wood makes very good firewood,
and that is something I have been heating my house with for over 35 years.
It would appear that this is a lose-win situation for me. I do lose some trees
but I gain some excellent firewood. Also, I have let a number of friends and
relatives who burn wood have some of this abundance.
When I first retired several years ago, one of the first things I did was
to purchase an ATV type of machine that could carry a pretty good payload.
My plan was to use this to bring firewood up to the house from the wooded
acreage about a half mile away. This has proved to be ideal as I can fill it up
easily and make multiple trips if necessary.
On some of my wood cutting expeditions, I will make a campfire and
have some snacks. If the weather is decent, I will usually have a book with
me. I recall one time recently I actually took two chainsaws with me as well
as some sausage (to cook on a stick), peanuts in the shell, and a good book. I
spent three hours in those woods and never did fire up a chainsaw!
Back to the garden. Many people I know who garden will tell me of
some of the things they do as they prepare for the coming planting and
growing season. Oftentimes, seed catalogs play a large part of this. One
thing a lot of us do is walk through our dormant garden and begin to think
about what to plant where and how best to use certain areas.

MUSINGS FROM AN EARLY WINTER GARDEN (CON’T)
By Jim Carpenter
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This is a lot of fun for me as I think of how to rotate my tomatoes and
peppers, what kind of space to use for my vining crops, and where best to
put the green beans and potatoes.
Another fun thing for me to think about is how to best utilize my
raised beds. I really like using raised beds for crops such as onions and
carrots that really don’t do well with any weed competition. It is so much
easier for me to stay on top of any weed problems with a raised bed. As I
have mentioned before, it is also possible to plant closer together with a
raised bed when you are in better control of watering, fertilizing, and weed
control. I believe I have read where you can actually produce up to 60%
more vegetables in this type of intensive gardening.
Another thing for me to be thinking about is how I will improve on
my indoor seed starting techniques. I recently bought additional grow lights
and installed them on different shelves so I can have several levels of seeds
started. I priced seed starting shelving units in catalogs and the price was
pretty steep. For me, starting seeds indoors is as much of a fun gardening
activity during a dormant gardening time as it is a help in cutting costs by
starting many of my own plants. It also gives me more experience and
knowledge in this area of gardening.
Over the many years of living in northern Indiana, I have often
thought of relocating to another area of the country. But you know, I’m not
sure there is any place that has such defined and interesting seasons like we
have. Even though if I could, I might like to ‘tweak’ the heat and cold just a
little, it all seems to work together very well. In a few months, when the
southerly winds start to blow a bit, we will all eagerly anticipate the soon to
arrive growing season. I’m not sure spring would be nearly so exhilarating if
not for the bleakness of winter.
Again, I suppose this is a lot like our journey through life. Could we
really appreciate those exciting peaks we have if it were not for those
occasional valleys that seem to come along?
Thinking ahead to Spring,

Jim
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

MAKE FRIENDS, MAKE CRAFTS, GARDEN TOUR FUN
Come and volunteer your time working with fellow gardeners, making things for
Garden Tour 2016. The weather may be frightful but the fellowship is delightful at Len
and Loanne Harms’ house. While sitting pretty and enjoying tea or coffee and a hot
piece of coffeecake, we'll create beautiful merchandise to sell. I have times scheduled
for all the months leading up to the tour, so hopefully you can plan your schedule
such that you can join us often. All times are open, so feel free to come and leave any
time within the time slot. As the weather warms, we'll move outside and get messy,
but it's always a good idea to come casually dressed. I've given here a bit of an idea
about what's planned for each session, although things can change.
February 24th, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Mardi Gras magnets, teacup feeders, treasure
stones, and more.
March 19th, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Pine cone zinnias, plate wheels, jelly feeders, sun
catchers, and more.
April 2nd, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., painted windows, wreaths, lanterns, markers, and more.
April 30th, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Mosaic birdbaths, puddlers, concrete hands, fire bowls,
and more. The weather may be cold, so stay tuned on these projects.
May 31st, MMGA Member Meeting, 7 p.m., Bottle gardens, plant ties, birdhouses,
memory games, and more.
June 24th, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Soaps, terrariums, and finishing up.
June 25th, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Pricing items and packing up for tour.
Submitted by Loanne Harms, Garden Tour Merchandise Chair
*********************************************************************
DON’T THROW THAT AWAY!
Our intent in making Garden Tour Merchandise that we sell each year is to create
unique and useful items out of repurposed outcast materials, keeping costs down.
The new term is "Upcycling", and we're all about that! There are things we could use
that you may have on hand at home, and you might even be throwing them away:
chipped teacups with saucers, the top of a Yankee Candle jar, old panty hose...(we'll
take new, if you really think you won't need them!), bike wheel frames with the
spokes (no tires), posy handkerchiefs, dowel rods (any length or thickness), chipped
dinner plates, mirrors...and I do need to stop somewhere. If you have something you
think we might use—ask! Feel free to bring any of these items to any membership
meeting.
As always, thanks for your support!
Submitted by Loanne Harms, Garden Tour Merchandise Chair

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKERS BUREAU
A new year brings renewed interests and aspirations. We see this in
organizations, asking for Master Gardener input on our
environment, gardening, insects, and related subjects. Requests
nearly cease with summer and autumn. We did have an assignment in the Fall of
2015 that we need to recognize. Elkhart Roosevelt School Steam Academy Lunch
and Learn Club welcomed Michiana Master Gardener Len Harms who talked with
them through the lunch hours on October 6th, 13th, and 27th about insects. On
November 4th, Pat Watson finished the series. A hearty THANK YOU to Len and Pat
for representing us so well!
Please let us know of any speaking engagements you might be requested to do
beforehand so that you can received proper recognition. Also, if have a topic you
are just bursting to share, please let us know. It might be just the one program
someone is requesting!
Submitted by Marilyn Horvath, Speaker’s Bureau Coordinator
*********************************************************************
CONSIDER SOME HOMEWORK
Merchandise for Garden Tour sales does not need to be made during a crafts'
session. No, in fact, you can work on things at home, get volunteer hours, and bring
them to a membership meeting or as late as the day before Garden Tour to be
included in the sale. Need ideas? Unsure? Give me a call or ask me at a meeting.
I'll be glad to help. I have some kits for things that you might like to make and a
whole notebook of pictures and instructions. Your home or mine...let's do this!
Submitted by Loanne Harms, Garden Tour Merchandise Chair

*********************************************************************
RECIPE FROM OUR MASTER GARDENERS
Master Gardeners,
Even though I know this recipe has been in the Broadcaster before (where I found it
originally), I have had requests for it after bringing it to the October meeting.
VELVETA CHEESE DIP
I/2 lb. bulk sausage, any flavor
1 15 oz. can flavored tomatoes—Rotel or your choice, garlic, basil, etc.
1/2 lb. Velveeta
Put all ingredients in a crockpot on low heat stirring until melted and well
combined. If doubling recipe, I layer ingredients for single recipe and then add
second layer repeating. Serve with corn chip scoops. My husband also loves this as
omelet filling.
Submitted by Mary Davis, Gold Master Gardener
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

PROGRAM AND REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE
I hope you enjoyed the presentation about the Historic Trees at the January MMGA
meeting. At our next meeting, we have a new way to look at gardening to be
presented at the February 23rd MMGA membership meeting. Chris and Robin
Jaworski will be giving us information on the Octo Pot. It is a hydro wick system used
in gardening. I have a feeling this is going to be a very interesting program, as we as
gardeners are always looking for new and innovative ways to practice our favorite
hobby.
Looking ahead to March, please remember that we do not have our regular MMGA
meeting during this month. We will be putting on our Spring Celebration on March
5th at the Greencroft Center, so get your tickets for not only the lunch, but also the
seminar.
One last item. We are still looking for someone to take over my position as Co-chair
of the Program and Refreshment Committee. As I have said, I will be happy to work
with you, and I have everything printed with timelines and what need to be done. It
doesn’t take very much time, and it is very enjoyable to work with Laura Stevens, the
Chair of the committee. She does the biggest job on the committee of getting all of
the programs lined up.
Submitted by Barbara Heeter, Program and Refreshment Committee Co-chair
**********************************************************************
RECYCLING BOTTLE TOPS
Remember to turn in your lids and bottle caps to be recycled into a bench to be used
at the Elkhart County fair or at one of our Community Gardens. If you have any
questions about what caps are eligible, please contact me.
Submitted by Mary Davis
**********************************************************************
WELLFIELD GARDENS PROGRAMS:
Feb. 2nd, Little Sprouts Groundhog Day, 10 a.m., $5 for non-members, $3 members, ages 3-5.
Feb. 13th, For the Birds Winter Walk, 9 a.m., $8 for non-members, $3 members, bring
binoculars, ages 13 and up. (The Great Backyard Bird Count is February 12-15th)
Feb. 24th, Training for Education Volunteers, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Free, Must be 18 or older.

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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TREE SALE COMMITTEE
Our annual Tree Sale will be held on April 16th. As you know, this is a cooperative
event with SWCD and MMGA. Everything is shared, from the work to the profits, by
both groups. On Wednesday April 13th, we will need several people to help set
things up in the Sheep Swine Arena. On Thursday, April 14th, and Friday, April 15th,
we will need a lot of help to separate the trees and repackage them for the preorders as well as those trees that will be sold on the day of the sale. On Saturday,
April 16th, the day of the sale, we will need help as there will be many people
coming to pick up the trees that they ordered ahead of time as well as those who
come to buy trees.
I will have the sign-up sheets at the February meeting with the time that you need to
arrive. If you did not sign up at the January meeting, there is still time. Remember,
this counts as volunteer time.
Submitted by Barbara Heeter, Tree Sale Committee Chairperson
*********************************************************************
GRANTS FOR POLLINATOR GARDENS
The Scotts MiracleGo Company GRO1000 showcase grant awards is providing
funding and education resources to help establish and enhance pollinator gardens.
Non-profit tax-exempt public organizations are encouraged to apply for up to $1,500
in funding for community gardens and greenspaces. The application period is
January 1 to February 19, 2016. Award recipients will be announced in April.
Goals of the program include:

Creating positive community influence and impact

Involving area youth

Promoting health and wellness

Donating harvest yields

Committing to sustaining or growing the project

More information and application available at http://scottsmiraclegro.com/
corporate-responsibility/pollinators/.
Information from Rosie Lerner, Purdue
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POEM BY JIM CARPENTER
THE MAN WHO SWALLOWED A HARMONICA
I heard a story once about,
a man with quite a problem.
It seems he swallowed a harmonica,
and nothing could be done about him.
The people did learn to understand,
by the different tunes he spoke.
Though the conversations were pretty weird,
when every reply was a note!
Time went by, he met a girl,
and he knew it was love he saw.
He knew the match was perfect because,
she had a flute stuck in her craw.
Over time the family grew,
and life was really grand.
And every single child they had,
made straight 'A's in band!
By Jim Carpenter
December 23rd, 2015

RECIPES FROM OUR MEMBERS
Submitted by Loanne Harms
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BIRD VALENTINES
During midwinter, when food is scarce for wildlife, why not show some love for backyard
birds while decorating your yard for Valentine’s Day? These cheerful decorations can be eaten
by birds and are made with ingredients you may already have or can easily pick up at your
local supermarket. They can even be made by young children, with a little help from an adult.
Hang them up outside—it’s a great opportunity for bird-watching when your feathered
friends come to snack on the treats!
What you need:
· 1 ½ cups of oatmeal (instant is ok)
I gave a hundred Valentines.
· 1 cup vegetable shortening or suet
A hundred, did I say?
· ½ cup peanut butter
I gave a thousand Valentines
· 1 ½ cups cream of wheat cereal, uncooked
One cold and wintry day.
· 1 ½ cups corn meal
· red food coloring (optional)
I didn’t put my name on them
· large bowl
Or any other words
· mixing spoon
Because my Valentines were seeds
· measuring cups
For February birds.
· heart-shaped cookie cutter
~Aileen Fisher
· plate or shallow pan for birdseed
· any kind of string, ribbon, or yarn, cut into 12in. lengths
· cookie sheet
· sunflower or other bird seed
· chopstick or pencil
What You Do:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Cook oatmeal according to package directions (microwave in large bowl). Add other
ingredients in bowl, stirring first with spoon; you can use your hands when mixture gets too
stiff.
3. Sprinkle some flour on your working surface and on your hands. Take a tennis-ball sized
handful of dough and place it on the floured surface. Flatten the dough to about ½-inch
thick. Cut out as many heart shapes as you can. You can dip the hearts into a dish of birdseed
to coat them or press seeds into the heart to create a design.
4. Using a chopstick or pencil, make a hole through each heart (for where the string will go).
5. Place hearts on ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 15-20 minutes, until lightly brown. Cool on
pan.
6. When completely cool, tie strings through holes. Hang outdoors from trees or shrubs.
7. See who comes to eat them!
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RECIPES FROM OUR MASTER GARDENERS
By Fancheon Resler
VALENTINE COOKIE BOUQUET
(Centerpiece for Valentine’s Day Meal)

Yield: 20-30 cookies depending on size of cookie cutters used.
Chill 2 hours before rolling.
Bake at 350 degrees on ungreased foil-lined cookie sheets for 10-12 minutes.

Ingredients:
1 cup butter or margarine
1 ¼ cups granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 ¾ cups flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
20-30 wooden skewers (cut to different
lengths)
Supplies:
Red, pink, white, and chocolate icing and candies for decorating
Jar or vase for container, floral foam, cloth or tissue to line container
Silk roses, sprayed baby’s breath, and/or red metallic raffia
Beat butter or margarine and sugar until pale and fluffy. Beat in eggs and
vanilla until well blended. Combine flour and baking powder and gradually
beat into mixture. Shape dough into two 1-inch thick disks.
Place
separately in zip-lock bags and refrigerate for 2 hours.
Heat oven to 350 degrees. With floured rolling pin, roll out each disk to ¼inch thick. Cut out heart shapes of different sizes with cookie cutters.
Gently push sticks into point of hearts about 1 inch. With spatula, carefully
place hearts on prepared cookie sheets, fitting on as many as possible
without crowding sticks or cookies. Bake as directed. Leave on pan two
minutes before carefully removing to cooling rack.
Cookies will be quite sturdy baked right on the sticks when cool. Ice cookies
and decorate. Line container with cloth or paper. Fill snugly with floral
foam. Push sticks into foam to make an attractive arrangement. Fill in with
silk roses and other accessories.

RECIPES FROM OUR MASTER GARDENERS (CONTINUED)
By Fancheon Resler
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RED HOT MOLDED HEARTS
¼ cup red cinnamon candies
1 cup boiling water
1 package any flavor red jello
2 cups applesauce
Dissolve candies in boiling water. (Tip: If you have difficulty in getting candies
completely dissolved, put mixture in microwave on HIGH for a minute.) Stir in
gelatin until dissolved. Fold in applesauce. Pour into individual heart-shaped
molds of larger one sprayed lightly with cooking spray. Chill at least 3 hours
before removing from molds by dipping quickly in warm water and inverting
onto serving plates. Makes 10-12 servings.
SLUSHY VALENTINE JELLO PUNCH
6 ounces cherry jello
1 46-ounce can pineapple juice
1/3 cup sugar (optional)
2 cups cold water
2 cups boiling water
2 liters chilled ginger ale
Dissolve jello and sugar in boiling water. Pour into a 4-quart freezer-proof
container --- ice cream bucket good. Stir in pineapple juice and cold water.
Freeze overnight or even for a couple of weeks. Remove 2 hours before serving
and place in punch bowl. Right before serving, pour ginger ale over base and stir
to break up icy mixture. (Vary flavor of jello to suit other holidays or color
schemes.)
CHOCOLATE SPOONS FOR HOT COCOA
½ pound each chocolate and white dipping chocolate, melted
Valentine sprinkles, chopped peppermint candy, colored sugars
12-15 heavy red or white plastic spoons
Melt chocolates separately in small microwave-safe dishes on HIGH for 1
minute. Stir until blended. (This should be enough time, but if necessary return
to microwave for 20 seconds at a time.) Dip spoons first in one color of
chocolate and lay them on waxed paper covered surface. To dry quickly, put in
refrigerator for just a few minutes. Then dip in the other chocolate, leaving tips
or tops of spoon bowl uncovered. Immediately sprinkle with toppings of choice
and allow to dry on waxed paper again. Serve with hot chocolate or another hot
drink.

love of gardening is a seed that once sown
never dies, but grows to the enduring happiness
that the love of gardening gives.”
~Gertrude Jekyll

“The
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(574) 533-0554

The Michiana Master Gardeners Association is a not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to the improvement of the community.
Members of the Association have completed the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, working in affiliation
with the Purdue Extension Service of Elkhart County. Its specific aim is to improve the quality of life in the community by providing
information and technical assistance in the area of home horticulture through the use of trained and certified volunteers.
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ELKHART COUNTY
Mission Statement

