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“DAN’S DIGGINGS”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by DAN CARLSON
Greetings fellow gardeners,
Didn’t we have a wonderful Spring Celebration! Over
100 people came to hear about GMOs and to browse the vendor and
educational displays. I certainly learned a lot about GMOs. I’m also
looking forward to trying the worm castings I bought in my garden this
year. We should all thank Penny Stroup and her committee for
organizing a great Spring Celebration. This is the first year we have split
the awards from the Spring Celebration. I think it made a more
enjoyable day for all.
Speaking of the awards, this is the first time we are having a March
membership meeting. This meeting is to celebrate and recognize the
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many hours that you Master Gardeners have contributed to education
and service in our community. We will also have training at this
meeting on the new and improved method for tracking our hours. I
think you will find it easier to use. There are also enhancements we can
use for scheduling and signing up volunteers.
The Tree Sale is our next big event. Work starts on Wednesday, April
19th and continues through Friday the 21st, culminating with the Tree
Sale on Saturday, April 22nd. The work is not too hard, but you might
get a little dirty and wet. The activity is indoors, but not heated. Come
prepared for the temperature that day and come prepared to have
some fun and fellowship. Contact Barb Heeter for more information.
We have formed two ad hoc committees to explore some different
activities. One is looking into a bus trip to a garden, a nature center, a
conservatory or a similar place. Let Tammy O’Rourke if you would like
to help. Another group is looking into MMGA hosting a Garden Show
for Elkhart County sometime into the future. If you would like to help,
contact Carol Novy.
Don’t forget the Garden Walk taking place on July 8 th. We need lots of
volunteers to make this a success. Please contact Rhonda Loucks to
volunteer.
The Answer Line will be starting to take calls soon. Watch for emails
announcing the training date. The Answer Line is a great way to help
gardeners in our community. You might be surprised at what you learn
as you research answers to the questions that arise.
Yours in gardening,
Dan Carlson
***A Notice from the Board of Directors***
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media,
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get
the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting.
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

3

Mon.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

11

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

22

Sat.

Tree Sale, Sheep and Swine Building

22

Sat.

Community Garden Opening

9 a.m.

25

Tues.

Member Meeting, Triple Threat; Dan Carlson, Amber
Bowers and Kate Rink

7 p.m.

1

Mon.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

9

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

30

Tues.

Member Meeting, Valerie Kurk, Plant Propagation

7 p.m.

9 a.m.12 noon

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.
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Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, April 25 Triple Threat: Dan Carlson, Policies and Procedures for MMGA;
Amber Bowers, CCYC Nature’s Classroom; and Kate Rink, Horticulture Open Class
Tuesday, May 30 Valerie Kurk, Plant Propagation (w/Garden Tour Plant Sale in mind)
Tuesday, June 27, Pat Weigold, Monarchs
Monday, July-TBA Fair Set-up and Pizza Party
Tuesday, August 29 Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 26 Fernwood Botanical Garden
Tuesday, October 24 (NOTE DATE CHANGE) Jason Becker, Fashion Farm,
Pumpkin Magic Through the Years
Tuesday, November 28 Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In, 6:30 p.m.
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 TBA
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm
Board Meetings, SECOND Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 11
Tuesday, May 9
Tuesday, June 13
Tuesday, July 11
Tuesday, August 8
Tuesday, September 12
Tuesday, October 10
Tuesday, November 14
Tuesday, December 12
Garden Tour Committee Meetings, FIRST Monday of the Month, Ext. Office Conference Room,
7 p.m. (unless noted)
Monday, April 3
Monday, May 1
Monday June 5
Monday, July 3 (if necessary)
Friday, July 7 Garden Tour Set-up
Saturday, July 8 Garden Tour
Airport Community Garden Meetings & Seminars
Saturday, April 22, 9 a.m., Garden Opening Date, Elkhart Airport Garden

Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the MAY Broadcaster will be due on APRIL 10TH.
Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date.
Thank you.
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JEFF BURBRINK: HOW WILL THIS WARM WEATHER AFFECT US?
FEBRUARY 28, 2017

The question of the week has been, “What is this warm
weather going to do to us?” Some people asking the question
are curious about the insect population, some are concerned
about trees and others are wondering how it might affect
agricultural crops.
One thing I can say for certain is that I don’t know. Life is a complicated
subject to study and to make a blanket statement like, “We are going to
have more insect problems,” would be too simplistic.
Some insects will benefit from the warmer than normal temperatures, that
much is a given. However, insects often die horrible deaths due to fungal or
bacterial infections, problems that are often magnified by warmer
temperatures. Many insects make their living by feeding on other insects. Is
there any way to know how the predator insects, diseases and other factors
are going to effect the insect population? It is not likely.
The effect on trees is a big question. Warmer than normal temperatures
have no doubt allowed twigs and smaller branches to dry out more than a
typical winter. So to some degree, I am guessing we will see more winter
injury due to desiccation (drying out) of trees, shrubs and other perennial
plants this season. Much of that injury will not show up until the plants are
stressed by the hot temperatures of summer.
A large concern will be the effect of the weather on fruit trees and their
flower buds. If the warm weather has accelerated the development of the
fruit buds and we have some heavy freezes in late April, we could
conceivably have a problem with fruit production. Timing of freezes will be
critical this year.
Agriculturally, corn and soybeans will not be planted until mid-April, so
there is no direct effect on them. However, some cover crops which
normally die out in the winter are still alive and well, so growers may need
some extra effort to knock them back this spring.
The bottom line is that we truly have no way to really know what our crazy
weather will lead to. Weather like this is the reason people say you need to
be an optimist to be a farmer and a gardener.
EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.
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The Beauty of Spring
In all the days of all the years,
there might be blessings found.
But surely this is special,
when springtime rolls around.
You can smell it when you breathe,
you can see it everywhere.
And when the birds come back to visit,
you can hear it in the air.
The grasses now are growing.
Tree branches no longer bare.
It's time to get in the garden,
to see what might be started there.
We all enjoy the summer.
The foliage and fragrance of fall.
Winter has its moments,
But spring is the best of all!
Jim Carpenter
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WHERE DID THAT COME FROM?
OKRA BY STAN PALMER

Okra (Abelmoschus esculentus)
Okra is an interesting plant in that it does not
exist as a native species in the wild. It is an
allopolyploid of uncertain parentage (proposed
parents
include
Abelmoschus
ficulneus,
A. tuberculatus and a reported "diploid" form of
okra). Truly wild (as opposed to naturalized)
populations are not known with certainty and
the species may be a cultigen.
The geographical origin of okra is disputed,
with supporters of West African, Ethiopian, and
South Asian origins. The plant is cultivated
throughout the tropical and warm temperate
regions of the world for its fibrous fruits or pods
containing round, white seeds. It is among the most heat- and droughttolerant vegetable species in the world and will tolerate soils with heavy clay
and intermittent moisture, but frost can damage the pods.
The name ‘okra’ is most often used in the UK, United States and the
Philippines, with a variant pronunciation in Caribbean English and Nigeria of
‘okro’. The word okra is from the Igbo ọ́kụ̀ rụ̀ . The plant and its seed pods are
also known as "lady's fingers". In various Bantu languages, okra is called (ki)
ngombo or a variant, and this is possibly the origin of the name "gumbo", used
in parts of the United States and the English-speaking Caribbean (via Spanish/
Portuguese "quingombo").
The Egyptians and Moors of the 12th and 13th centuries used the Arabic
word for the plant, bamya, suggesting it had come into Egypt from Arabia, but
earlier it was probably taken from Ethiopia to Arabia. The plant may have
entered southwest Asia across the Red Sea or the Bab-el-Mandeb straight to
the Arabian Peninsula, rather than north across the Sahara, or from India. One
of the earliest accounts is by a Spanish Moor who visited Egypt in 1216 and
described the plant under cultivation by the locals who ate the tender, young
pods with meal.
From Arabia, the plant spread around the shores of the Mediterranean Sea
and eastward. The plant was introduced to the Americas by ships plying the

WHERE DID THAT COME FROM?
OKRA BY STAN PALMER
Continued
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Atlantic slave trade by 1658, when its presence was recorded in Brazil. It was
further documented in Suriname in 1686. Okra may have been introduced to
southeastern North America from Africa in the early 18th century. By 1748, it
was being grown as far north as Philadelphia. Thomas Jefferson noted it was
well established in Virginia by 1781. It was commonplace throughout the
Southern United States by 1800, and the first mention of different cultivars
was in 1806.
The products of the plant are mucilaginous, resulting in the characteristic
"goo" or slime when the seed pods are cooked; the mucilage contains soluble
fiber. Pods are cooked, pickled, eaten raw, or included in salads. Okra leaves
may be cooked in a similar way to the greens of beets or dandelions. The
leaves are also eaten raw in salads. Okra seeds may be roasted and ground to
form a caffeine-free substitute for coffee.
Greenish-yellow edible okra oil is pressed from okra seeds; it has a pleasant
taste and odor, and is high in unsaturated fats such as oleic acid and linoleic
acid. The oil content of some varieties of the seed is about 40%. Okra oil is
suitable for use as a biofuel.
Fiber from the stem of the plant has industrial uses.
All in all the okra plant is a very interesting and useful addition to the garden.

This material was taken from Wikipedia:https://en.wikipedia.org/w/
index.php?title=Okra&oldid=765483436

Be safe and keep
that garden growing!
-Stan Palmer
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CHIPS AND SPLINTERS BY STAN PALMER
Box Elder (Acer negundo)

Box Elder is a species of maple native to North America. Box elder, boxelder
maple, ash-leaved maple, and maple ash are its most common names in the
United States; in Britain and Ireland it is also known as ashleaf maple. The
names "box elder" and "boxelder maple" are based upon the similarity of its
whitish wood to that of boxwood and the similarity of its pinnately compound
leaves to those of some species of elder. This is the only North American
maple with compound leaves, though several Asian species also have them.
As noted, varieties thrive across the United States and Canada. It may also be
found as far south as Guatemala.
Although native to North America, it is considered an invasive species in
some areas of that continent. It can quickly colonize both cultivated and
uncultivated areas and the range is therefore expanding both in North
America and elsewhere. In Europe where it was introduced in 1688 as a park
tree it is able to spread quickly in places and is considered an invasive species
in parts of Central Europe (Germany and the Czech Republic, middle Danube,
Vistula river valley in Poland) where it can form mass growth in lowlands,
disturbed areas and riparian biomes on calcareous soils. It has also become
naturalized in eastern China and can be found in some of the cooler areas of
the Australian continent where it is listed as a pest invasive species.
Acer negundo is a usually fast-growing and fairly short-lived tree that grows
up to 35–80 ft. tall, with a trunk diameter of 12–20 in., rarely up to 3 ft.
diameter. It often has several trunks and can form impenetrable thickets.

Boxelder Tree Flowers

CHIPS AND SPLINTERS BY STAN PALMER
Box Elder (Acer negundo)
Continued
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The shoots are green, often with a whitish to pink or violet waxy coating when
young. Branches are smooth, somewhat brittle, and tend to retain a fresh
green color rather than forming a bark of dead, protective tissue. The bark on
its trunks is pale gray or light brown, deeply cleft into broad ridges, and scaly.
Unlike most other maples (which usually have simple, palmately lobed
leaves), Acer negundo has pinnately
compound leaves that usually have
three to seven leaflets. Simple leaves
are also occasionally present; technically, these are single-leaflet compound leaves. Although some other
maples (such as Acer griseum, Acer
mandshuricum and the closely related
A. cissifolium) have trifoliate leaves,
only A. negundo regularly displays
more than three leaflets.

This species prefers bright sunlight. It often grows on flood plains and other
disturbed areas with ample water supply, such as riparian habitats. Human
influence has greatly favored this species; it grows around houses and in hedges, as well as on disturbed ground and vacant lots.
Several birds and some squirrels feed on the seeds. The evening grosbeak
uses them extensively. The Maple Bug (also known as the Boxelder Bug) lays
its eggs on all maples, but prefers this species.
Although it’s light, close-grained, soft wood is considered undesirable for
most uses, this tree has been considered as a commercial source of wood fiber, for use in fiberboard.
There is some commercial use of the tree for various decorative applications,
such as turned items (bowls, stem-ware, pens). Primarily burl wood and injured wood, where the primary reason is this wood's reaction to injury, where
the injured wood develops a red stain.
Material from Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Acer_negundo&oldid=767702878

-Stan Palmer
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SPRING CELEBRATION
By Penny Stroup, Chairman
Photos by Debbie Mann

I would like to THANK everyone that helped and attended the Spring Celebration. I
would especially like to thank my committee members: Kathleen Cripe-Co-Chair /
Refreshments; Dan Carlson and Diana Thornton-Vendors; Barb Heeter-Door prizes/
Goodie bags; Susan Wooley-Advertising; Sherrie Zou-Tickets; Ruth YeomansRefreshments; Linda Harkleroad-Secretary/Refreshments; Jeff Burbrink-because he
recommended Dr. Peter Goldsbrough and gladly ran some errands for us.
There were others that served under these committee chairs and I thank you. Also,
thank you Kent Yoder for doing the sound.
A few of my notes from our speakers, Andrew Robinson and Dr. Peter Goldsbrough;
1. The human race has been manipulating seeds for thousands of years; 2. Most of
our vegetables and fruits are GMO free. The list that may have GMO technologypotatoes, sweet corn, squash, soybeans, cotton, alfalfa, canola, and apples (I think I
have them all, but I may have missed one or two). You notice tomatoes, carrots,
lettuce, peas, green beans, peaches, plums, raspberries, oranges, for example, are
NOT on the list. 3. When introducing a trait to a seed, this trait's DNA is known and
comes from a database. An accepted practice and example of this for gardeners is the
use of BT's.
In appreciation,
Penny Stroup

Speaker: Andrew Robinson
Commercial Agronomist Mycogen Seeds/Dow AgroSciences

Speaker: Dr. Peter B. Goldsbrough
Professor and Department Head, Purdue University

SPRING CELEBRATION
By Penny Stroup, Chairman
Photos by Debbie Mann

Our 18th annual Spring Celebration
was held on Saturday, March 4,
2017, at Greencroft Senior Center in
Goshen. The topic of “What are
GMO’S?” was presented by
Dr. Peter Goldsbrough and
Andrew Robinson.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE AREA
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, COST AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
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FERNWOOD BOTANICAL GARDEN, Niles www.fernwoodbotanical.org






Saturday, April 2, 10:30-12 noon, Spring Wildflower Walk
Saturday, April 16, 9-11 a.m., Birds of Fernwood
Sunday, April 17, 2-3:30 p.m., Spring Wildflower Walk
Sunday, April 17, 1-2:30 p.m., Native Plant Propagation from Cuttings
Wednesday, April 20, 10 a.m., Michiana Unit of The Herb Society of America

WELLFIELD BONTANIC GARDEN, Elkhart www.wellfieldgardens.org



Saturday, April 1, Elkhart County Museum Association
Free Admission Day
Saturday, April 8, 8 a.m., Birdwalk

ELKHART COUNTY PARKS www.elkhartcountyparks.org






Wednesday, April 5, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, River
Preserve County Park
Saturday, April 8, 1-3 p.m., Birding by Ear-Advanced
Workshop, $5, preregister, Oxbow
Wednesday, April 19, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Bonneyville
County Park
Thursday, April 20, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, free, preregister, Bonneyville County Park
Tuesday, April 25, 6:30 p.m., Rocks, Minerals & Fossils, free, preregister, Oxbow
Presented by our own “Rock Hound,” Jim Carpenter

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN www.chicagobotanic.org


Saturday-Sunday, April 29-30 Midwest Daffodil Society Show

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION ww.events.anr.msu.edu


Saturday, April 22 Bare Root Plant Sale and Educational Class (MG education
credit) Preregistration deadline for class and presale plants is April 7

If you know of a unique event or opportunity that may be of interest to
our members, please email Tammy O’Rourke at
tjotlo@gmail.com with details.
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APRIL YARD & GARDEN CALENDAR
BY B. ROSIE LERNER, PURDUE EXTENSION CONSUMER HORTICULTURALIST
HOME (indoor plants and activities)
-Start seeds of warm-season plants, including tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, marigolds, zinnias
and petunias, indoors for transplanting later to the garden.
-Harden off transplants started earlier in spring before planting outdoors – gradually expose
the young plants to outdoor conditions of wind, brighter sunlight and lower moisture.
-Apply fertilizer to houseplants according to label directions as days grow brighter and longer
and new growth begins. Foliage plants require relatively high nitrogen fertilizer, while
blooming plants thrive on formulations that are higher in phosphorus.
-Keep Easter lily in a bright, cool location, out of direct sunlight. Water as soil begins to dry.
The yellow, pollen-bearing anthers inside the flower can be removed by pinching to prevent
staining of the petals.
YARD (lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits)
-Plant a tree in celebration of National Arbor Day, which is April 29. Bare-root stock should be
planted before new top growth begins. Balled- and-burlapped and containerized stock can still
be planted later in spring.
-Fertilize woody plants before new growth begins. Two pounds of actual nitrogen per 1,000
square feet should be sufficient.
-Complete pruning chores, removing dead and injured branches first.
-Apply a prebloom, multipurpose orchard spray to fruit trees.
-Remove winter coverings from roses, but keep mulch nearby for protection from late freezes.
Prune and fertilize as needed.
-Apply pre-emergent herbicide to control crabgrass in lawns. Approximate dates of application
are late March to mid-April in southern Indiana and mid-April to early May in northern
Indiana. Exact timing varies each year with weather conditions. For more precise application
timing based on Growing Degree Days (GDD), visit http://www.gddtracker.net. Enter your zip
code, and select “Crabgrass Pre.” The target GDD window for crabgrass prevention is 250-500.
GARDEN (vegetables, small fruits and flowers)
-Plant seeds of cool-season crops directly in the garden, as soon as soil dries enough to be
worked. When squeezed, soil should crumble instead of forming a ball. Cool-season crops that
can be direct-seeded include peas, lettuce, spinach, carrots, beets, turnips, parsnips and Swiss
chard.
-Plant transplants of cool-season crops, such as broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels
sprouts, kohlrabi and onions.
-Plant or transplant asparagus and rhubarb crowns. For best plant establishment, do not
harvest until the third year after planting.
-Plant sections of certified, disease-free potato “seed” tubers.
-Allow foliage of spring-flowering bulbs to remain in place after blooms fade. Leaves
manufacture the food reserves, which are then stored in the bulb for a repeat showing next
year.
-Plant hardy perennials, such as daylilies and delphiniums.
-Start tuberous begonias and caladiums indoors for transplanting to garden later.
-Remove winter mulch from strawberries, but keep mulch handy in case late frosts are
predicted and to help keep weeds under control.
-Plant or transplant strawberries, raspberries and other small fruit.
-Prune grape vines to remove dead or weakened limbs, and repair support trellises as needed.
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

TREE SALE BY BARB HEETER
Don't forget to sign up to work at the Tree Sale
on April 22nd. The sale is on the 22nd, however
we need a lot of help on the days before the
sale as well. We need help setting up and
unloading trees on April 19th, and then on April
20th we need help to unpack the trees and get
the preorders bundled. On April 21st we need
help to get the remaining trees bundled into
packs to be sold on the day of the sale. If you
want to work on a day that the list is full, just
put your name down any way. I will never turn
down help-even if you can only work in the a.m., we can use your help. It is a great
way to get to know other members and earn volunteer hours at the same time. We
will also have food.
Thank you,
Barbara Heeter, Tree Sale Co-Chair
GARDEN TOUR BY GWEN FERLAND
I have heard from several Master Gardeners who are
making things for Garden Tour merchandise. Thank
you so much! I'm looking for someone who would
be willing and able to make some bird houses and
possibly a small potting bench. Also, when you are
getting ready to work in your garden, keep the
Second Chance table at the hospitality center in
mind. It was a big hit last year. Any gently used
garden item-hoses, pots, bird feeders etc. would be useful. Let someone else
purchase a treasure and clean out that shed at the same time! If you have anything
for Garden Tour, you can bring it to the monthly meeting or get in touch with me and
we will make arrangements to get together. I'm still looking for:

Canning jars

Clay pots of any size

Old Shutters

Aged wood (sizes for signs )

Picture frames

Old ladies fancy cloth hankies
I know what a talented group we have. If you have things you love to make, why not
make a couple extra to sell at Garden Tour to help our community? Hope to see all of
you soon.
Gwen Ferland, Garden Tour Merchandise Chair

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKER’S BUREAU BY MARTILYN HORVATH
It is Spring, and as typical, Speaker’s Bureau requests
are popping up like daffodils! Topics requested have
ranged from "Pollinators" to "Garden Prep" to
"Landscaping", several aspects of "Rose Gardening",
and also “Herbs". Master Gardeners to be involved
include LEN HARMS, CONNIE GARBER, GWEN
FERLAND, SUZANNE GRAY, DAN CARLSON, MARY ANN
MARTIN and intern, KATE WOLFORD. In order not to
'jinx' these show biz people, we will not give dates
until they are firmed up, then the web folks will
be among those in the know! Remember, if you are
asked to share your Master Gardener knowledge, let us know before the event to
give credit where it is due and information where it is needed. Thanks! 'Break a leg'
to our show biz folks.
Thank you,
Marilyn Horvath, Speaker’s Bureau Chairman

COMMUNITY GARDEN BY TAMMY O’ROURKE
We will be opening the Airport Community Garden on Saturday, April 22 starting at 9
a.m. We will be laying cardboard on the paths and covering it with wood chips,
pulling weeds, leveling the Master Gardener plot, and anything else that can be
accomplished that morning. All of the garden plot tenants will be there that morning
working along side of our committee, and we welcome all Master Gardeners that
would like to help. Come for as long as you can. This is a fun morning to get your
hands in the dirt and make a difference in our community! I will go out on a limb and
say that we will have lots of goodies to snack on while we work (can we have a MG
event without goodies!?)
Hope to see you there!
Tammy O’Rourke,
Committee Member
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

MMGA Board Meeting
February 14, 2017
6:00 p.m. Extension Office
Present: Jeff Burbrink, Kathleen Cripe, Connie Garber, Dianna Jackson, Carol Novy, Anne Regier, Bill
Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Cindy Watson. Absent: Dan Carlson, Amy McLaughlin, Kathy Radican,
and Ron Troyer
Connie called the meeting to order. Jenny moved that the January Secretary’s report be approved, Bill
seconded; the report was passed. Anne presented the Treasurer’s report. Checking account balance is
$6,744.54; money market balance is $18,753.16; savings balance is $137.26; and cash on hand is $200.00,
for a total of $25,834.96. A check for $2,000.00 was provided for the college grant to the Purdue
Horticulture Department; the class of 2015’s graduation party was $658.44. Membership dues came in.
Jenny moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted, Craig seconded; report was accepted. Educator’s
report, Jeff shared that the 2015 class held their graduation party and the 2016 class was working on their
presentations; a few had already been made. Jeff asked the board members to register on the new MG site
for tracking hours. He provided a sample page for reference when registering and asked that both he and
Nancy be emailed when we have completed the registration. He will present this at the March 28 MMGA
meeting. Committee Reports (If a committee report is missing, there was no report presented at the Board
meeting.): Broadcaster – Kathleen Cripe-things were going well with the Broadcaster. Articles due on 2/10.
Class Updates – Cindy Watson-the 2015 class had their graduation celebration on 2/7/17 at Essenhaus with
28 people present. Class members, Jeff and Nancy each received a MG scarf and hat, provided by one of the
class members. Dianna Jackson-the 2016 class is in the midst of making their presentations. Community
Gardens –Bill Roberts-flyers are out and a seminar for the public is scheduled for March 18 at the
Environmental Center from 10-12. Connie mentioned that her son is willing to donate an acre behind WalMart. A suggestion was made to contact Church Community Services and their Seed to Feed Program. Fair
Board – Jenny couldn’t reach Kate Rink but there was nothing to report that affected Master Gardeners.
Fair Set Up – Kathleen will have a schedule for sign-ups at the April meeting. Quilt Gardens – Jenny-there
will be a quilt garden meeting on March 29 in Ag Hall and updates will be shared on the statue installations
as well as plant delivery, use of worm castings, plant ID and soil testing. Cindy-Jim Bare has asked for help
on the Fairgrounds quilt garden. Spring Celebration – Kathleen-Spring Celebration will be held at Greencroft
on March 4 from 1:00-3:45 p.m. Tree Sale – Bill Roberts-over 80 presale orders are already in and more are
coming. Webmaster – Craig Stiver-he made payment for another 2 years of web-hosting to reinstate the
website. He received a call from Debbie who indicated there was a new Facebook page relating to MMGA.
An announcement will be made at the February member’s meeting and Connie will alert Dan to this need.
Old Business: Fair tent for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday–Craig talked with Sarah. There could be 3
demos per day. Two ideas included a straw bale and seed pots. Six volunteers would be needed. Sarah has
some funds but costs could be split 50/50. Pictures for directory—Loanne will take member photos at the
member meeting. Porter County Garden Show—Tickets were $10 at the door. 2500 attended. Carol
shared the printed program. Our MG Association was well represented with at least 35 of our members
attending. Vendor spaces were sold by December 1. It was held at the Porter County Expo Center and
parking was great. Other plant exchanges in the area include one at Defries Gardens and one sponsored by
the Middlebury Gardening Club held in the fall in Middlebury. Carol also provided a brochure on a
September 16 symposium sponsored by the Lake County Master Gardener’s Association. It was suggested
that an Elkhart County event start small, perhaps as a seed or plant exchange with a few speakers and
vendors/educators. Perhaps EECC and Ag Hall could be used. Connie will let Dan know about this
recommendation and that a sign-up sheet for those interested in helping to plan this be available at the
February 28 meeting. Bus Trip Survey—Tammy said she would chair the committee for planning a bus trip.
Connie will contact Dan to have him ask Tammy to organize this. New Business: Bottle cap collection—
Jenny led a motion; Craig seconded that the collection of bottle caps be suspended for now. Members were
encouraged to give to 4-H groups collecting them. They can be dropped off at the 4-H office/ Extension
office. Paper purchases—Jerry Martin used to watch for paper on sale. Amounted to $50-60 per year. The
Extension office will now order paper for MMGA. Greeters for the February 28 meeting – Kathleen and her
mentee. Awards meeting—Jeff shared that there will be five non-members receiving awards and feels this
is fine; more likely to become members. It isn’t necessary to belong to MMGA to be a Master Gardener.
Their hours are turned in the same way. The next Board meeting is March 14, 2017. Connie adjourned the
meeting. Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, MMGA Board Secretary
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MMGA Member Meeting
February 28, 2017
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall
Dan Carlson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m with 57 members present.
Loanne Harms introduced the evening’s speaker, Penny Alles, an Advanced Master Gardener from the Fort
Wayne area and a plant diagnostics specialist. Her presentation, “Old 2 New,” was about repurposing and
turning trash into treasure. Penny shared that repurposing is a great tool to use if you have something of
sentimental value that may have become damaged, you don’t want to be wasteful, and you are promoting
sustainability, and/or have a limited budget. Penny brought items with her that she had made from recycled, damaged, or cast-off pieces and shared several examples of how to reuse items, such as a living hanging succulent (made from picture frame an old frame, wire mesh, plastic, plants, moss, soil or compost). It
was a fun and lively presentation!
Following the presentation Dan invited the group to have refreshments, provided by Kathy, Len, Judy and
Sherrie. Dan also reminded members during the break to purchase their Spring Celebration tickets for the
March 4 event. He also mentioned several sign up opportunities—making cookies for Spring Celebration;
the newly forming garden show committee; bus trip committee; fair tent presentation; tree sale. Loanne
also was willing to take updated photos for the new directory.
Dan reconvened the group for the business meeting. A motion to accept the secretary’s report was led
by Kent Yoder; seconded by Jay Whitmer; minutes passed. Anne Regier gave the treasurer’s report: Checking balance was $6,501.44; Money Market balance was $18,753.16; Savings balance was $137.26; Petty
Cash balance was $200.00; Total funds were $25,591.86. Anne also shared that the $2,000 scholarship
grant had been sent to Purdue. Kathy Radican moved to accept the treasurer’s report; Jenny Schrock seconded; the treasurer’s report was accepted. For the Educator’s report, Dan shared that Jeff Burbrink was
absent due to being ill. On Jeff’s behalf, Dan reported that 25 awards would be presented during the March
28 meeting and four people would be receiving their gold awards. In addition, at the March meeting Jeff
will present on the new hours reporting system. Committee reports/updates: Class updates—Cindy Watson shared that the 2015 class’s graduation was held on February 7 and those members were now official
Master Gardeners. Dianna Jackson reported that the 2016 class was in the midst of making their seminar
presentations. Community Garden—Sue Stuckman shared that the community garden seminar would be
held March 18 at the Elkhart Environmental Center. Fair sign-up sheets would be available at the April
meeting. Garden Tour—Carol Swartzendruber asked that everyone fill out the Garden Tour volunteer sheet
and return it to Rhonda Loucks. Quilt Garden—Jenny Shrock shared that the Quilt Garden workshop would
be held March 29. The Seward Johnson exhibit would be a part of each garden. Plants arrive May 22 for the
gardens. Speakers Bureau—Marilyn mentioned several programs were happening and shared that Gwen,
Vicki, Len, Mary Ann, Susie, Dan, and Kate Wolford were all speakers. Spring Celebration—Kathleen Cripe
reported that doors open for Spring Celebration this Saturday, March 4, at noon. The program will run from
1:00-3:45. Please sign up to make cookies. Tree Sale—Barb Heeter shared that there was a March 10 deadline for orders. Sign-up sheets were in the back and much help was needed. Old Business: MMGA bottle
cap collection has been suspended but 4-H groups continue to collect them. Take clean caps to the 4-H
office or to the Extension office. Tammy will be the lead for the bus trip. Please sign up to be on the committee. There is a committee forming for a future garden show. Please sign up to join. Fair Tent is available
Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Three demonstrations for kids. Please contact Craig Stiver if you’re interested
in doing a presentation. Green Day at the Fair- Earl Bailey did it last year and during his presentation on
composting he showed pictures, provided literature and answered questions. Let Dan or a board member
know if you’re interested in making a presentation. New Business: For any social media posting relating to
MMGA, please first go through Nancy at the Extension Office. There must be consistent branding added.
Door Prizes went to Helen Martin, Mayrea Reusser, Tammy O’Rourke, Marlene Pratt, Phyllis Kulp, Ginger
Thorn, Sherri Zou, Marcia Chambers, LeAnn Coon. Connie Garber led a motion to adjourn the meeting; Sue
Stuckman seconded; meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. The next meeting is March 28, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
in Ag Hall.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, Secretary

In the spring I have counted one
hundred and thirty-six different
kinds of weather inside of four and
twenty hours. ~Mark Twain
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The Michiana Master Gardeners Association is a not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to the improvement of the community.
Members of the Association have completed the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, working in affiliation
with the Purdue Extension Service of Elkhart County. Its specific aim is to improve the quality of life in the community by providing
information and technical assistance in the area of home horticulture through the use of trained and certified volunteers.

MICHIANA MASTER GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
ELKHART COUNTY
Mission Statement

