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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by KATHLEEN CRIPE
Happy Spring, Master Gardeners:
March has arrived and Spring seems to be early. The birds are singing again,
and my crocuses are blooming. I am still a little leery about uncovering the
Hosta beds yet. Spring Celebration at the Greencroft Senior Center went
well. Our speaker, Janet Macunovich shared all her fun experiences and
gave us more ideas to consider this year for our gardens.

On Tuesday, March 8th, when the temperatures reached into the Page 2
70's, it was good to sit on the porch swing and anticipate what I
can get my hands into now and a reminder to not dig into the cold soil too
soon.
In a couple of weeks, I know several of you Master Gardeners will be
"Putting in" your potatoes because it will be Good Friday. Who will be the
first? The 4-H Fair Competition will soon be planted into the ground for
those who want to see how many classes in AG Hall (the Horticulture
Building) they can compete in with their produce. I would love to see the
shelves filled in Ag Hall with the produce, horticultural pictures, and craft
ideas made with the items or produce we have in our landscapes and
gardens to work with and to make unique displays to share with others. It is
easier now to plan your entry and not a week before the Fair.
The AG Hall volunteer sign-up sheet for the 4-H Fair, which is July 22-30, will
be at the April Member Meeting. This is one of the many ways to receive
volunteer hours for MG's. The shifts are usually four hours. It is a time to visit
with the public, which has many gardeners and want a be gardeners, answer
questions, and in general give directions to those who enter our building
during the fair. If you have any questions about the fair opportunities
available ask Kathleen Cripe.
To borrow the phrase from 4-H, (let us) "Make the Best Better". I would like
to see our Michiana Master Gardeners' Association grow this year:
1. By working together better.
2. To get to know each other better...and by name.
3. To be better volunteers in our community and with each other.
4. To share more of our gardening knowledge better and more often.
5. To learn to plan better to help our communities and our neighbors grow.
Let's plant this year—be it seeds for plants or people
seeds and watch the growth happen with our
involvement in their lives. "To plant a garden is to
believe in tomorrow" (from Doria Burns of Georgia).
Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year as
your 2016 MMGA President.
Until next month,
Kathleen
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

Garden Tour Merchandise Meeting, Harms’ home

1 - 4 p.m.

Spring Seminar, Perennials,
Reith Interpretive Center, Goshen
Garden Tour Planning Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room
Elkhart Airport Community Garden planning meeting,
Anne Overmyer’s home

10 a.m. 12 p.m.

2

Sat.

2

Sat.

4

Mon.

12

Tues.

13,
14,
15

M,
T,
W

Work days for tree sale, contact Barb Heeter

various

16

Sat.

MMGA/SWCD Tree Sale, Sheep/Swine Arena

9 a.m. 1 p.m.

19

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

26

Tues.

Member Meeting, Ag Hall, “Invasive Plants,”
Jeff Burbrink

7 p.m.

30

Sat.

Elkhart Airport Community Garden Opens

9 a.m.

30

Sat.

Garden Tour Merchandise Meeting, Harms’ home

7 p.m.
9 a.m.

10 a.m. 12 p.m.

2

Mon.

Garden Tour Planning Meeting, Extension Office
Conference Room

7 p.m.

17

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

31

Tues.

Member Meeting, Ag Hall, “Workshop,
Craft Night,” Loanne Harms

7 p.m.

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the president and/or vice-president feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.

UPCOMING DATES
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Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, June 28, “Beekeeping,” Steve Pearson
Monday, July TBA, Fair Set-up and Pizza Party
Tuesday, August 30, Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 27, “Forestry,” Aaron Kingsley
Tuesday, October 25, “Owls,” Lake Milton Raptor Education Center
Tuesday, November 29, Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In 6:30 p.m.
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 31, “Elkhart County Christmas Bird Count,” Rhonda DeCaire
Tuesday, February 28, “Trash to Treasure,” Penny Alles
Garden Tour Planning Meetings, 1st Monday, Extension Office Conference Room, 7 p.m.
Monday, June 6
July 9th Garden Tour, Downtown Elkhart
Board Meetings, THIRD Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 21
Tuesday, July 19
Tuesday, August 16
Tuesday, September 20
Tuesday, October 18
Tuesday, November 15
Tuesday, December 20
Garden Tour Merchandising Workshops, Len and Loanne Harms’ home
Saturday, April 2nd, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
Painted windows, wreaths, lanterns, markers, and more.
Saturday, April 30th, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.,
Mosaic birdbaths, puddlers, concrete hands, fire bowls and more.
The weather may be cold, so stay tuned on these projects.
Tuesday, May 31st, MMGA Member Meeting, 7 p.m.,
Bottle gardens, plant ties, birdhouses, memory games, and more.
Friday, June 24th, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
Soaps, terrariums, and finishing up.
Saturday, June 25th, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Pricing items and packing up for tour.

June 16th to 18th—State Master Gardener Conference, W. Lafayette
(EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS APRIL 1ST.)
July 22nd to 30th—Elkhart County 4-H Fair, Goshen
(4-H Geranium orders will be delivered after April 20th.)

Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the MAY Broadcaster will be due on APRIL 15th. Please email
items to Sherrie Zou before this date. Thank you.
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WARM WEATHER CAN BE TEMPTING
by Jeff Burbrink

I heard someone compare our recent warm temperatures to a
hook with a worm on it. It is very tempting, and if you do bite, you
might get caught. The temptation he was referring to was planting
a crop too early. Whether it is a field crop like dent corn and
soybeans, or vegetables in your backyard, there are risks to
planting some crops too early. Take alfalfa for instance. An early
to mid-March planting will result in a stand of alfalfa, but the real risk is a return to
more normal temperatures. This often results in slow or uneven germination, and
might allow for more weeds to creep in the mix.
What about freezing? Newly germinated alfalfa can tolerate temperatures as low
as 20 degrees, so freezing is not a worry early on. However, the risk of freezing is
higher in late April or early May, when the alfalfa reaches the third or fourth
trifoliate leaf stage. At that point, alfalfa loses its cold tolerance, and can be
damaged severely. Generally, alfalfa in our region is best sowed in late March, up
to about April 15.
Cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, and kale make up a group of cool
season vegetables known as “cole crops”. The word “cole” means stem and has
nothing to do with these vegetables being tolerant to “cold.” Even with the added
cold tolerance, growers of cole crops must take care to avoid extended periods of
low temperature before or after transplanting.
Cauliflower is the most tolerant of the cole crops and can be planted around
March 15. After April 1, it is generally safe to plant cabbage, peas, garlic,
potatoes, radishes, turnips, and onion seeds outdoors. April 15, is considered a
safe date for beets, broccoli, Brussel sprouts, onion sets and kale. As for the early
planting of field crops, the conventional wisdom is that planting early leads to
maximized yields. There are, however, many factors that affect yield—planting
date being just one. Soil conditions, including too much or too little water, and soil
temperature have much influence also. Even as the new hybrids have been
designed for better cold and moisture tolerance, it is still best to wait for better
soil conditions than to plant by the calendar when your livelihood is on the line.

Jeff
EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.

WHY DO WE DO THIS?
By Susie Klepinger
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As Sam, my Labrador buddy, and I went outside to play on extraordinarily springlike March day, I found myself magnetically pulled towards the perennial beds and
began pulling weeds. Before long, I was trimming tangled growth left over from
last fall and raking oak leaves. The hellebores were just showing their noses under
winter’s litter, and the mums and sedums were peeking out from under their
protective old growth cover. Emotionally, I experienced something akin to an early
spring awakening with the promise of spiritual renewal.
Why did I react with the need to open the new growth to the warming sun
knowing that my efforts could actually cause damage as the winter winds
returned? Sam also wondered why this work was more important than throwing
the tennis ball that was hanging out of her mouth
My conclusion is that we are all nurturers by nature. I could not stand to see last
year’s soggy remnants smothering the emerging green of my all too quickly
spreading acanthus. I HAD to clean up the area, but I carefully placed a light
blanket of pine needles around the new growth.
Evaluating the variety of species that grace my borders, I am amazed at their
persistence. They remain asleep through the winter months only to rise like
Phoenixes when their clocks allow.
I also thought about their ability to coexist with the neighboring plants, (excusing
some like the walnut and its juglone). They enhance each other with their
diversity.
I know the major physical benefits of gardening are exercise, enjoying fresh air,
and providing food and flowers for the home. However, on that March afternoon,
it was much more. The sore back, the dirt under my fingernails, and a couple of
blisters were all part of the magic that comes when a
promise of spring in Michiana winks at us.
Please remind me of the feelings on that hot, dry
July day when my perennial beds are begging for a
drink need weeded and deadheaded. At that point, I
am sure I would rather go swimming at the
neighbor’s and Sam would, too!
Susie Klepinger
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WHERE DID THAT COME FROM? GUTATION
By Stan Palmer

I’m going to deviate this month and write about a subject from the general area of
botany. The primary thought centers around a natural plant process called
“gutation”. It was a new topic of consideration for me but I immediately could
discern the implications. So what is gutation? Gutation is the exudation (the release
of a substance through pores) of drops of xylem sap on the tips or edges of leaves of
some vascular plants. (Many plant species have the ability to exude excess water by
guttation: most grasses, ivy, strawberry, cabbage and; vegetable crops such as sugar
beets, rapeseed, potatoes, and corn.). Guttation is not to be confused with dew,
which condenses from the atmosphere onto the plant surface. At night,
transpiration (loss of water vapor from a plant's surface, especially through minute
surface pores called stomata) usually does not occur because most plants have their
stomata closed. When there is a high soil moisture level, water will enter plant
roots, because the water potential of the roots is lower than in the soil solution. The
water will accumulate in the plant, creating a slight root pressure. The root pressure
forces some water to exude through special leaf tip or edge structures, hydathodes
or water glands, forming drops. Root pressure provides the impetus for this flow,
rather than transpirational pull. Gutation is most noticeable when transpiration is
suppressed and the relative humidity is high, such as during the night.
Now that we have an idea what gutation is, why is it important? Gutation fluid may
contain a variety of organic and inorganic compounds, mainly sugars, and
potassium. Girolami et al. (2005) found that gutation drops from corn plants
germinated from neonicotinoid coated seeds could contain amounts of insecticide
consistently higher than 10 mg/l, and up to 200 mg/l for the neonicotinoid
imidacloprid. Concentrations this high are near those of active ingredients applied in
field sprays for pest control and sometimes even higher. It was found that when
bees consume gutation drops collected from plants grown from neonicotinoidcoated seeds, they die within a few minutes. This phenomenon may be a factor in
bee deaths and, consequently, colony collapse disorder (CCD).
The relevant word in that last paragraph (last statement) is may. My reasons for
calling attention to this subject were: 1.) To add to your knowledge concerning the
plant process of gutation, and 2.) To bring to your awareness that, again, insecticides
are to be treated with respect. Don’t use them in an arbitrary manner. Know their
limitations and dangers. Do your homework and do what you can to mitigate any
harm that can be caused through such avenues as gutation.
Source for information was Wikipedia:

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Guttation&oldid=705815179
Until next time,
Stan
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CHIPS AND SPLINTERS: SHAGBARK HICORY (Carya ovate)
by Stan Palmer
The shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), is a common hickory in the Eastern United States
and southeastern Canada. "Hickory" is derived from pawcohiccora, an Algonquian Indian
word for the tree's oily nutmeat. It is a large, deciduous tree, growing well over 100 feet
tall, and will live over 350 years. Mature shagbarks are easy to recognize because, as
their name implies, they have shaggy bark. This characteristic is, however, only found on
mature trees; young specimens have smooth bark. The shagbark hickory's nut is edible
and has a very sweet taste. The leaves are 12–24 inches long, pinnate, with five (rarely
three or seven) leaflets, with the terminal three leaflets much larger than the basal pair.
The shagbark hickory is monoecious. Staminate flowers are borne on long-stalked catkins
at the tip of old wood or in the axils of the previous season's leaves. Pistillate flowers
occur in short terminal spikes. The fruit is a drupe, 1 to 1.6 inch long, with an edible nut
with a hard, bony shell, contained in a thick, green, four-sectioned husk which turns dark
and splits off at maturity in the fall. The terminal buds on the shagbark hickory are large
and covered with loose scales.

Red squirrels, gray squirrels, raccoons, chipmunks, and mice are consumers of hickory
nuts. Other consumers include black bears, gray and red foxes, rabbits, and bird species
such as mallards, wood ducks, bobwhites, and wild turkey.
There are two varieties. They are:
 Carya ovata var. ovata (northern shagbark hickory) has its
largest leaflets over 8 inches long and nuts 1.2 - 1.6 inches
long.
 Carya ovata var. australis (southern shagbark hickory or
Carolina hickory) has its largest leaflets under 8 inches
long and nuts .98 - 1.18 inches long.
Shagbark hickory is found throughout most of the eastern United States, but it is largely
absent from the southeastern and Gulf coastal plains and lower Mississippi Delta areas.
The nuts are edible with an excellent flavor, and are a popular food among people and
squirrels alike. They were a food source for Native Americans. The bark of the shagbark
hickory is also used to flavor a maple-style syrup. The shagbark hickory is unsuitable for
commercial or orchard production due to the long time it takes for a tree to produce
sizable crops and unpredictable output from year to year. Shagbark hickories can grow to
enormous sizes but are unreliable bearers. The nuts can be used as a substitute for the
pecan in colder climates and have nearly the same culinary function.
Shagbark hickory wood is used for smoking meat and for making
the bows of Native Americans of the northern area. The lumber is
heavy, hard, and tough, weighing 63 lb./ cu ft. when air-dried, and
has been employed for implements and tools that require
strength. These include axles, axe handles, ploughs, skis, and
drum sticks.
Needless to say, this common hickory is a very important part of
our Midwestern lives and culture. (Much of this info was taken from Wikipedia.)
Stan Palmer

Page 9

MASTER GARDENER AWARD RECIPIENTS MARCH 2016

Gold 3000:
Martha Belew

Gold 2000:
Helen Martin, Kathleen Cripe

Gold 1000:
Sherrie Zou, Loanne Harms, Pat Watson, Mary Morgan

Silver:
Fancheon Resler, Leona Yoder, Ron Troyer

MASTER GARDENER AWARD RECIPIENTS MARCH 2016 (CONTINUED)
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Bronze:
Diana Thornton, Dan Carlson, Emma Wynn, Bill Roberts, Susan Woolley, Gaye Yoder

Bronze:
Bill Albaugh, Tori Fehr, Judith Forbes, Mary Ann Martin, Sherrie McClure, Meg Mitzel

Advanced:
Nick Jordan, Judy Jordan, Bree Herring, Jenny Schrock, Debbie Mann, Kathy Radican, Bud Mosier

Advanced:
Teresa Klein, Phyllis Kulp
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SPRING CELEBRATION PHOTOS

SPRING CELEBRATION PHOTOS
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MMGA BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY

Present: Bill Albaugh, Jeff Burbrink, Dan Carlson, Kathleen Cripe, Cathy Fortin, Loanne Harms,
Carol Novy, Anne Regier, Bill Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Marsha Schrock, Ron Troyer, and Heidi
Zavatsky. Absent: None.
President, Kathleen Cripe, called the February 16 th meeting to order at 6 p.m. in the Extension
Office Conference Room and asked all present what new things we wanted to try in our
gardens this year. New vegetables and flowers were shared. The Secretary’s minutes that were
emailed to all board members was approved as written.
Treasurer: Anne Regier reported: Checking - $5,463.54; Money Market - $18,729.66; Savings $137.13; Cash - $200.00; for a total of $24,530.33 in all accounts. Scholarship money of $2,000
has been mailed to Purdue. Jenny Schrock moved to approve the report, and Ron Troyer
seconded motion. The Treasurers’ report was approved. Jeff Burbrink stated that Class of 2015
seminars are going very well with great turnouts at each event. The email lists will be changing
soon and he expects some “old” members will be rejoining MMGA. It has been brought to his
attention that some of the 2015 interns do not want to participate in Fair seminars. Jeff will
rethink this and come up with some other options for them.
Committee Reports: Archivist: Ron Troyer reported that Helen Martin wondered about
pictures of the new Board members and new class. Cards of condolence and get well have
been sent to those in MMGA. Broadcaster: Loanne Harms reported that Sherrie Zou has been
doing a good job of getting news out to membership. 2015 Class update: Marsha Schrock
stated that the seminars are going well. Community Garden: Heidi Zavatsky reported that the
committee has met for the first time this year and has planned March 12 th for their orientation
and sign-up seminar at the Elkhart Environmental Center from 1 to 3 p.m. Flyers, newspaper,
and Broadcaster articles are in the works. Extension Landscape: Bill Albaugh had no report.
Fair Board: Jenny Schrock wanted to report that the Class of 2014 graduation went well, and
everyone had a good time. She spoke to Jan Robinson who stated that electronic ticketing will
be added with tickets to go on sale May 21st. Temporary campsites will be set up this year. Also
Master Gardeners might want to add something to the Time Capsule in honor of the Indiana
Bicentennial year. There are 4-H sponsors in MMGA that are selling geraniums. They will
probably make known to everyone who they are. This is a big fund raiser for 4-H clubs. All are
encouraged to buy.
Garden Tour: Cathy Fortin stated that ticket sales online will not be happening due to the fact
that we do not have a commercial website. Subcommittee co-chairs are still needed for several
committees. Hotline: Dan Carlson reported that the Hotline will be changing its name to
Answer Line beginning this season. Business cards have been printed up for the public to pick
up at various locations: Fair, Farmers’ Market, and wherever Master Gardeners will have a
presence. Form changes have been made to make it easier. A tip sheet is available as to what
kinds of questions to ask. Jeff will be setting up voicemail for callers. Training will take place on
March 30th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. This training will only be for those people who signed up to
work the Answer Line. Membership: Ron Troyer stated that three new members have joined.
We now have a total of 114 members. Merchandise: Carol Novy reported that six dozen garden
gloves have been ordered and will sell for $5.00 a pair at the next meeting. Nominating
Committee: Loanne Harms had no report. Programs: Dan Carlson reported that the Jaworskis
will be reporting on Octopods at our February meeting. Property Trustee: Dan Carlson will be
meeting tomorrow at noon to do an inventory. Quilt Garden: Jenny Schrock had no report for
Bristol. Marsha Schrock had no report for Goshen.

MMGA BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY (CONTINUED)
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Set Up: Bill Albaugh gave a reminder that early help is much appreciated. There have been
good comments on table arrangement. It was suggested that more snacks and less meal type
food be placed on individual tables to allow more time for visiting, thus eliminate the lines.
Greeters were Dan and Loanne. Loanne brought tags to attach to name badges to indicate
board members to other members. Speakers’ Bureau: Carol Novy reported that vegetable
gardening, container gardening, and beginning gardening talks have been scheduled. Spring
Celebration: Bill Roberts reported that all is on track for Saturday. On Friday evening from 4
to 6 p.m., there will be a book signing at Better World Books in Goshen, and tickets will be on
sale at that time. Tree Sale: Bill Roberts stated that all is o.k. with plans to date. Volunteers
are signing up for prep and the sale. Web Master: Cathy Fortin had no report. Old Business:
Jerry Martin needs the 2014 and 2015 financial reports for the archives. Reorganization of
the Answer Line room has been done by Mary Morgan and Loanne Harms. Jeff will put
together a list of new reference books that we can purchase for the Answer Line area. New
Business: Discussion followed regarding getting new people involved and rotating members
in and out of positions. Kathleen will present at membership about Earth Day Education at the
Fair. Do Master Gardeners want to participate?
With no other business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next
Board meeting will be March 15th at 6 p.m. in the Extension Office Conference Room.
Respectfully Submitted,
Heidi Zavatsky, Secretary
****************************************************************************
MMGA BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH
Present: Bill Albaugh, Jeff Burbrink, Dan Carlson, Kathleen Cripe, Loanne Harms, Carol Novy,
Anne Regier, Bill Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Cindy Watson, and Heidi Zavatsky. Absent: Ron
Troyer and Cathy Fortin.
President Kathleen Cripe called the March 15th meeting to order at 6 p.m. in the Extension
Office Conference Room with announcements. Sadly, Ron Troyer’s absence is due to a death
in the family. Also Cathy Fortin is resigning from the Board due to personal reasons. The
Board welcomed Cindy Watson to represent the Class of 2015. Duties were reassigned to
members. Dan Carlson will act as liaison to the webmaster, and Loanne Harms will assume
liaison to the Garden Tour. Cindy Watson will be the Quilt Garden liaison. Diane Thornton is
recuperating from an accident. Helen Martin will be notified of these announcements.
Secretary Heidi Zavatsky emailed the minutes. Jennie Schrock motioned to approve the
minutes as mailed; this was seconded by Loanne Harms and approved by all.
Jeff Burbrink stated that new email system will be starting soon. Look for new addresses. Jeff
was asked by John Wirt from Purdue if the MMGA would host another State Conference, and
he declined on our behalf. Other counties in Indiana should be approached to host the event.
Dan Carlson reported that Answer Line training will be held on March 30 th. Training people
will get together to organize the training session. Loanne Harms reported that all is well with
the Broadcaster publication. Cindy Watson reported that the Class of 2015 is almost finished
with their presentations. Some of the class members will be participating in the Fair
presentations in Ag Hall. The building will be open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. during fair week.
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MMGA BOARD MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH (CONTINUED)

Jennie Schrock reported the Class of 2014 is doing well. The Fair Board will be having their
annual Prom next weekend. Over 600 tickets have been sold, and the event will be from 5:30
p.m. to midnight. This is a big fundraiser for the Fair. April 20th is the 4 H geranium sale pickup day at the fairgrounds. An announcement was made by Robert Kelly that a free color
presentation will be held next Monday from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mary Ann Lienhart Cross and
Robert Kelly will be conducting the workshop. Extension Landscape had no report. Bill needs
a correct number for Mary Morgan. Fair set-up had no report. Loanne Harms reported that
site locations for the 2017 Garden Tour are being discussed. All else is on track with this year’s
tour. Carol Novy reported that a dozen garden gloves were sold at the last meeting. Sandy
Acton and committee will decide in early April on new merchandise to add to inventory.
Loanne Harms reported that she has asked Penny Stroup to help her with the Nominating
Committee. It was suggested that she ask Nick Jordon to help with this job also. Dan Carlson
reported on programs. Judith Forbes will be co-chair of the committee, along with Laura
Stevens. The April meeting will be Jeff Burbrink speaking on Invasive Plants. Jennie Schrock
reported that Bristol Quilt Garden will be planting on May 20th with a rain date of May 21 st.
Dan Carlson reported that the property on the second floor has been reorganized and
properly stored. Set-up: Bill Albaugh reported that Brad and Craig are appreciative of all who
come early to help set up Ag Hall. Carol Novy reported on the Speakers’ Bureau.
Two requests have come in for speakers at the Church of Brethren. Mary Morgan and Poorna
Bhagat will fulfill those requests. Bill Roberts reported on the Spring Celebration. Judith
Forbes stated that not all the figures are in yet, but everything came in under budget.
Currently, there is no chairperson for next year. Discussion followed regarding separating
awards from the Spring Celebration with the possibility of having awards at a March
membership meeting. This was approved unanimously by the Board. Discussion also followed
regarding having a Michiana Master Gardener sponsored Garden Show in Elkhart County in
2018. This would be a very large undertaking, and more discussion is needed to see if there is
an interest in membership participation.
Anne Regier gave the Treasurer’s report as follows: Checking - $4,156.92; Money Market $18,732.64; Savings - $137.13; and Cash - $200.00 for a total of $23,226.69 for all accounts.
Anne also stated that Penny Stroup has audited the 2015 financial records. Bill Roberts
reported on Tree Sale. There have been 10,200 trees ordered on 158 orders. It was decided
to compile and send out a survey to membership regarding participation of MMGA members
in the tree sale. This will be sent to members before the April meeting. Greeters for April will
be Bill Roberts and Jennie Schrock.
With no other business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Heidi Zavatsky, Secretary

MMGA MEMBER MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY
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Kathleen Cripe called the February 23rd meeting to order at 7 p.m. There were 67 members
and 1 guest present . She immediately introduced the speakers for the evening, Chris Jaworski
and his wife Robin. They are the owners of Octopots. Chris graduated from Purdue with a
background in horticulture, agriculture, and landscaping. He developed a system of soil hydro
hybrid growing using the Octopot. It allows a 30% increase in plant growth because of
aeration. Water comes thru the bottom and up the sides, giving the plant more nutrients. It is
a wicking or passive hydroponic system in a controlled environment growing. More
information on topic can be found on their website—Octopot.com.
Committee Reports followed: Anne Regier gave the Treasurer’s report as follows: Checking
- $3,294.68, Savings - $137.13, - Money Market - $18,729.66, Cash - $200.00. She reported
that $2,000 has been sent to Purdue for scholarships. The report was motioned, and accepted
by all.
Jeff Burbrink reported that email changes will be forthcoming with interest in having former
members rejoin MMGA. The “Hotline” name is being changed to “Answer Line”, and training
will be starting soon. Changes in the form making it simpler, along with business cards are
happening also.
Sue Stuckman reported that Community Garden will be having a seminar and sign-up day on
March 12th from 1-3 p.m. at the Elkhart Environmental Center. Also, she has applied for a
grant from Scott’s for the purpose of making a pollinator garden. The next Community garden
planning meeting is set for March 15th at 9 a.m. at Anne Overmyer’s home. All are welcome
who are interested in working at the airport garden.
Jenny Schrock reported that the 2015 class seminars are continuing with good attendance.
She also reported that electronic ticketing for admissions will be starting this year for the Fair.
Marilyn Horvath reported that Garden Tour still needs a few committee members. The next
meeting will be March 7th at 7 p.m. in the Extension office conference room. Reminder cards
have been printed up for distribution. Loanne Harms from GT merchandising stated that work
sessions are listed in the Broadcaster for the reminder of the year prior to the Tour.
Ruth Middleton reported that new merchandise is for sale for Master Gardeners. Shirts and
gloves in various sizes and colors are available.
Emma Wynn reported that there are positions open at the Wellfield Gardens, and people
may apply online at their website.
Spring Celebration – Debbie Mann reported that lunch is at 11:30 a.m. and the seminar is
from 2–5 p.m. To date, 87 lunch tickets and 69 seminar tickets have been sold. There were 84
comped tickets. There will be a book signing with the keynote speaker on Friday at Better
World Books in Goshen from 6– 8 p.m. Jim Carpenter and Poorna Bhagat will be there selling
seminar tickets. Some snacks are still needed for Spring Celebration afternoon session.
Barb Heeter reported on Tree Sale. March 4th is the pre-order deadline. Wear old clothes on
the work days. Bring gloves and wear shoes or boots that will not slip on wet floors.
Jim Carpenter stated that any volunteers would be appreciated who want to work a booth
answering gardening questions at the Farmer’s Market.
Kathleen thanked the refreshment committee for the Member Meeting: Ruth Middleton,
Kathy Fortin, Carol Novy, and Lori Huynh–Porter. She also announced the upcoming MG State
Conference is June 16–18th in West Lafayette. With no other business on the agenda, meeting
adjourned at 9 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Heidi Zavatsky, Secretary
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COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE
The Elkhart Airport Community Garden will be opening the morning of Saturday, April
30th. To help, arrive about 9 a.m. and be prepared to lift wood chips for filling in paths
around the garden. Pitchforks and wheelbarrows are the tools needed, as well as rakes
for smoothing the paths. There will be some tools available at the garden. Bring extra if
you can. We will meet in most any outdoor conditions except dangerous storms, so dress
for the weather. For further information, contact Heidi Zavatsky or Suzan Stuckman.

Submitted by Sue Stuckman, Community Garden Committee Chair
*************************************************************************
SPRING GARDEN SHOWS CURE WINTER BLUES
April 13-17, Cincinnati Flower Show, Yeatman’s Cove, Cincinnati
April 15-16, Indiana Daffodil Show, Holliday Park Nature Center, Indianapolis
April 16-17, Indiana Orchid Show, Garfield Park Conservatory, Indianapolis
May 6-7, Indiana Gourd Show, Boone County Fairgrounds, Lebanon, Indiana
*************************************************************************
SWCD RAIN BARREL WORKSHOPS
The Soil and Water Conservation District is offering Rain Barrel Workshops on April 6th
and May 3rd. These are independent sessions held in locations in Goshen and Elkhart. If
you are interested in more information, check their website or call 574-533-4383,
Extension 3.
*************************************************************************
ANSWER LINE TRAINING
Just a reminder about the kick off training for the Answer Line Wednesday, March 30th,
from 9 a.m. to noon in the Extension Office Conference Room. I am really excited about
this! The public has already started calling with questions about gardens and trees and
shrubs and lawns and insects and…you get the idea. Since 2004, Master Gardeners have
been operating a call in service to help me answer these questions. If you are interested
in trying your hand at the Answer Line, I will encourage you to jump in feet first. Most
people find the thought scary at first, but if you practice, you get better and better at
it. And soon you will learn so much, you will be amazed at yourself! I ask that you commit
to at least 5 sessions of 3.5 hours each. It will take a little time to get a feel for the
job. We will pair you up with a “seasoned” Answer Line helper to learn the ropes. I have
always said that the Master Gardeners who work the Answer Line take Master Gardening
to a different level. If you are interested, let me know. Maybe you would like to talk to
someone who has worked the Answer Line and get their perspective. I am sure the
following people wouldn’t mind answering your questions… Sandy Acton, Dan Carlson, Jim
Carpenter, Connie Gerber, Mary Ann Martin, Paul Miles, Bill Roberts, and Diana Thornton.
(Note: training is for members who signed up in advance only.)
Submitted by Jeff Burbrink, Purdue Extension Educator
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKERS BUREAU
Michiana Master Gardeners Association has been well represented lately doing
presentations in the area. On January 21st, Mary Morgan spoke to the Middlebury
Garden Club at the Middlebury Library at 2 p.m. Her topic was “Invasive Plant Species.”
February 18th found Meg Mitzel at Greencroft Living Community Center, Goshen, doing
a presentation on “Vegetable Garden Plots.” She reports that there were about 25 in
attendance and that the conversations were lively. On March 3rd in the early evening,
Kathleen Cripe talked to College Green residents, Goshen, on “Container Gardening”.
Kathleen said that she spoke to 21 persons with much interaction. THANK YOU, Master
Gardeners, for representing us so well!
Upcoming Speakers Bureau scheduled dates: On April 4th from 9-10 a.m., you will Mary
Morgan at Jefferson Church of the Brethren Day Care Link K-5 talking and demonstrating
“Seed Planting”. The next day, April 5th at the same place, there will be a new speaker
and topic. Poorna Bhagat will talk to the Link K-5 kids about “Simple Composting” and
her specialty, “Worm Composting.” One more scheduled upcoming program will be
given on April 21st to the Goshen Go Getters 4-H Club by Mayrea Reusser. She will be
teaching the 4-Her’s “Gardening How To for 4-H Projects.” THANKS for being willing to
share your enthusiasm and expertise! Remember to let us know if YOU are representing
MMGA and Purdue Extension ahead of time so that we can properly give you credit
where it is due. Welcome Spring with renewed interest and enthusiasm to a topic we all
love: GARDENING!
Submitted by Marilyn Horvath, MMGA Speaker’s Bureau Coordinator

*********************************************************************
TREE SALE
Hello to All MMGA members,
If you are in need of some of those very precious volunteer hours I am still in need of
some help on Saturday April 16 at the Tree Sale. Remember this is the day of
the sale and it is not as wet and dirty as the prep days. We will start at 8:00 am. Who
knows you might even see some people you know at the sale. Let me know if your are
interested in helping.
Submitted by Barbara Heeter, Tree Sale Co-Chair

“April hath put a spirit of Spring
in Everything.”
William Shakespeare

APRIL 2016

(574) 533-0554

The Michiana Master Gardeners Association is a not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to the improvement of the community.
Members of the Association have completed the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, working in affiliation
with the Purdue Extension Service of Elkhart County. Its specific aim is to improve the quality of life in the community by providing
information and technical assistance in the area of home horticulture through the use of trained and certified volunteers.
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