Page 1

The Michiana

Broadcaster
“Helping Each Other Grow!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Michiana Master Gardeners Association

MAY 2017

Broadcaster Table of Contents

1

President’s Message, “Dan’s Diggings” by Dan Carlson

1-2

Day Minder and Member Meeting Dates

3-4

Blue Spruce Decline by Jeff Burbrink

5

The Old Man at the Window by Jim Carpenter

6

The Importance of Crop Rotation by Laurette DeToro

7-8

Gardening: It Never Gets Old by Jim Carpenter

9

Master Gardener Awards List

10

Master Gardener Awards Photos by Debbie Mann

11-12

Upcoming Events in the Area

13

May Yard & Gard Calendar by B. Rosie Lerner

14

Information for our Members

15-18

“DAN’S DIGGINGS”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by DAN CARLSON
Greetings fellow gardeners,
By the time you read this, Spring should be fully sprung.
It is a time of renewal. Our yards and gardens have started growing
once again, bringing hope for a bountiful harvest and basking in the
beauty of our flowers and trees.
Speaking of trees, many of you participated in the annual tree sale. I
hope you found it an enjoyable experience.
As you work in your yards and gardens, I hope you take the time to
savor the smells. Freshly mown grass is one of my favorites. I love
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sitting on my tractor to cut the grass. It is much more enjoyable than
blowing snow! Many times, as I cut my grass, tree and barn swallows
dart and dive around me as they capture the insects I flush up. I’m
amazed at their agility as they come so close to the tractor without
being hit.
Take time to enjoy the fragrance of the flowers in bloom. Watch the
bees and other pollinators as they flit from bloom to bloom. Enjoy the
rain and the smell of wet earth. When you dig, take time to notice the
texture of the soil. See how the roots cling to the earth and marvel that
they can extract their nourishment from those bits of soil.
We have a great opportunity to marvel at some gardens our Bus Trip
Committee have found for us to visit. Sign up to visit the Toledo
Botanical Garden and the Schedel Gardens on Tuesday, June 20 th.
The Answer Line has started taking questions. We need more
volunteers for the Fair Youth tent. Watch for more information at the
meetings, emails and in the Broadcaster.
Yours in gardening,
Dan Carlson

***A Notice from the Board of Directors***
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media,
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get
the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting.
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

1

Mon.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

9

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

30

Tues.

Member Meeting, Valerie Kurk, Plant Propagation

7 p.m.

5

Mon.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

13

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

20

Tues.

Bus Trip to Schedel Arboretum and Toledo Botanical
Gardens, Toledo, Ohio, Depart from Fairgrounds

27

Tues.

Member Meeting, Pat Weigold, Monarchs

7:30
a.m.
7 p.m.

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.
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Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, May 30, Valerie Kurk, Plant Propagation
Tuesday, June 27, Pat Weigold, Monarchs
Monday, July-TBA Fair Set-up and Pizza Party
Tuesday, August 29 Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 26 Fernwood Botanical Garden
Tuesday, October 24 (NOTE DATE CHANGE) Jason Becker, Fashion Farm,
Pumpkin Magic Through the Years
Tuesday, November 28 Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In, 6:30 p.m.
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 TBA
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm
Board Meetings, SECOND Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 9
Tuesday, June 13
Tuesday, July 11
Tuesday, August 8
Tuesday, September 12
Tuesday, October 10
Tuesday, November 14
Tuesday, December 12
Garden Tour Committee Meetings, FIRST Monday of the Month, Ext. Office Conference Room,
7 p.m. (unless noted)
Monday, May 1
Monday June 5
Monday, July 3 (if necessary)
Friday, July 7 Garden Tour Set-up
Saturday, July 8 Garden Tour
Bus Trip to Schedel Arboretum and Toledo Botanical Gardens
Tuesday, June 20 7:30 a.m. depart from the
fairgrounds
If you have signed up for the trip, watch your email for details

Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the JUNE Broadcaster will be due on MAY 10TH.
Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date.
Thank you.
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JEFF BURBRINK: BLUE SPRUCE DECLINE
MARCH 27, 2017

It is not difficult to find blue spruce trees that look thin and ratty as you
drive around our community. In fact, the number of calls and plant
samples concerning Colorado blue spruce began to increase dramatically
in the Extension Office about 5 years ago. The clients often described
having several spruce trees in various states of decline and were
desperately seeking a solution to the problem.
The key symptom for spruce decline is branch dieback, usually on lower limbs. Over a two
- to four-year period the needles will thin, making the plant’s appearance unacceptable for
most homeowners. The problem is related to an increase in several diseases that attack
spruces.
Needlecast is one of those diseases. Needlecast fungi attack the current year’s needles,
but the needles do not fall off until the following season. The result is a tree with an “outer
shell” of live needles and dead needles inside. Two fungi cause this problem, rhizosphere
needlecast and stigmina.
Another disease is tip blight, which affects the new growth causing it to die back.
Phomopsis and diplodia tip blight are the most common example of this in our area.
Another disease known as cytospora canker infects branches or the main trunk. The
cankers are sunken or ridged areas that ooze resin that often turns white. As cankers
develop, they can interfere with the tree’s ability to move water and nutrients causing
branches to die.
Part of this is related to climate. Colorado Spruce is native to arid regions in the Rocky
Mountains. Our region is much more humid, which is ideal for these diseases. In landscapes
spruce are often on marginal sites as windbreaks or screens, and as a result, they are
stressed, and more susceptible to disease.
What can be done? In most cases, not a whole lot. For most diseases, fungicides may be
effective in preventing the disease, but the products have to be in place before symptoms
appear. For preventative control to be successful, the tree must be treated numerous times
over several years.
In most cases, the effectiveness of fungicides is going to be limited because the plants
have the disease(s) before homeowner notices there is an issue. Removing affected
branches is usually the best action to improve the trees appearance and slow the spread of
the disease.
Overall, the future does not look promising for the beloved blue spruce in our region.
Alternatives to blue spruce in the landscape include the concolor fir, dawn redwood,
Serbian Spruce, Swiss stone pine, Korean Pine and Bald Cyprus. Each of these trees has a
preferred set of conditions they thrive in, so as you explore your options, be sure to select
trees that meet your soil type and conditions.
For more information about the decline of spruce in the Great Lakes area, I suggest
reading an excellent publication at http://tiny.cc/b5z3jy from Michigan State Extension.
EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.
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The Old Man at the Window

He sits near the window,
with his feet propped up,
feeling the warmth of the afternoon sun.
He smiles as he rests his eyes.
He enjoys the time he spends this way.
Just to reflect on days gone by.
The good, the bad, the ugly.
But mostly, he supposed, the good.
Retired now for many years,
the seasons rush on past.
Often alone but never lonely,
Memories like a long lost friend.
The old man is rather sleepy now.
He thinks about a nap.
But he recalls his duty and heads for the garden.
Thinking all the while, “sweeter dreams for honest toil”.
Jim Carpenter

4-3-17
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CROP ROTATION
BY LAURETTE DETORO

Crop rotation is equally important for the farmer growing crops on 20 acres of land
as it is for the home gardener with their vegetables tucked into a flower bed. Rotating
the different crop families around your garden is important for many reasons. The
overall health and productivity of what your garden will yield depends on it.
The main reason to rotate crops is to prevent the spread of plant disease. If you
grow the same vegetable in the same spot year after year you will have a huge
buildup of harmful pests and diseases that can destroy your crops. Rotating crops
keeps these organisms in check and reduces insect infestations. Crops that are in the
same family are prone to the same pests and diseases.
Different plant families require different nutrients. By rotating the crops you keep
the soil from being depleted. A crop that leaches the soil of one kind of nutrient is
followed by a different crop that will return that nutrient into the soil during the next
growing season. Crop rotation is also good for nutrient enhancements. Some plants
actually enhance the soil, so rotating them through the garden can produce free
organic soil conditioning.
So, basically, crop rotation involves dividing the garden into sections and planting a
different plant family in each section every year. By doing this, you make sure that
every section eventually receives each plant family.
Here is a basic four-step system based on what part of the plant you are going to
eat. Divide your garden into four groups. I found this Sample Crop Rotation Plan on
line that I thought was simple and easy to follow.
*Group 1—Plants grown for Leaves or Flowers: Salad greens—Lettuce—Broccoli—
Cabbage—Spinach
*Group 2—Plants grown for Fruits: Tomatoes—Peppers--Eggplant—Squash—Corn—
Cucumbers—Potatoes *note Potatoes and Tomatoes are related and susceptible to
the same diseases.
*Group 3—Plants grown for Roots: Carrots—Turnips—Onions—Beets—Radish
*Group 4—Legumes that feed the soil: Beans—Peas—Peanuts—Cover Crops (alfalfa
or clover)
Here are some tips to keep in mind…
-Even if you have a small garden, it is important to just keep things moving. In a small
garden it is harder to keep diseases from spreading from one section to the next, but
just do your best.
-Potatoes and tomatoes are related and therefore susceptible to the same diseases,
and that is why they are grouped together. If you seem to have a problem with early
blight, you may need to separate them and not follow one with the other.
-Legumes absorb nitrogen from the air and release it into the soil. It is best to follow
nitrogen-fixing legumes (peas-beans) with nitrogen loving leaf or fruiting crops, such
as lettuce or tomatoes. When you do this the need for fertilizer is reduced.
-Root crops break up the soil, so they are followed by legumes that like the loose soil
texture.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CROP ROTATION
BY LAURETTE DETORO
Continued
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I am actually very excited to try this in my garden this year. I am abandoning my
flower bed on the side of my house and I am going to put in a raised bed, so basically
starting from scratch. I am guilty of planting tomatoes in the same spot year after
year, and can honestly say I am in desperate need of Crop Rotation!! Year after year I
have gotten fewer and fewer tomatoes and have been extremely disappointed. So,
we will see what happens this year. Wish me luck and I wish all of you a happy and
healthy growing season as well.
Laurette DeToro

Page 9

GARDENING: IT NEVER GETS OLD
BY JIM CARPENTER

Due to some distractions this past year (eyesight, new grandson, etc.) my gardening zeal
was just a bit down this year. I actually down sized my garden last fall after having heard
my wife suggest it for at least the last five years. I guess there are only two of us anymore.
At any rate it has been a slow start to spring planting for me but I thought I better get
started.
I knew I wanted potatoes and onions to plant soon so I thought I'd best get to the garden
center pick those up so I would have them close at hand when I was ready to plant. We
always like the pungent onions and this type of onion also stores well, so I purchased a
type I am familiar with called Copra. If stored in a cool dry place they can keep for most of
a year. I ended up buying 5 pounds each of two types of potatoes; Yukon Gold and a blue
potato called Adirondack Blue. We love the Yukon potatoes and the blues are kinda fun, as
well as being good tasting. I will buy the rest of my potatoes a little later.
I always say a person can get a whole lot down outdoors in a short period of time if some
steady rain is forecast. At least I know I can. It seems to me the little outdoor chores kind
of pile up and then all of a sudden you get motivated and start tearing into them. This is
what happened to me after I got home with my purchases.
With rain forecast for the next several days, I figured I should go ahead and get a few
things in the ground. I am hoping my clover I planted for a cover crop gets I little taller
before I till it under, so I figured I would spade up some of my raised bed areas to get
something started. Also, one of the advantages of raised beds is that they dry out quicker
than the ground does. The drying out of raised beds can also be a disadvantage at times.
My wife is in charge of the carrot, lettuce and radish seed, so I planted the varieties that
she had previously purchased. Some of our seed packets came from the Porter County
Garden Show we had attended in late January. Although they are last years seed, I am
sure the germination rate will still be very high. If you have old seed you can still get good
results just by planting a little heavier, unless the seed is very old.
After spading up the soil in parts of several different raised beds, I planted two types of
radish and two types of carrot. I also planted a packet of Black Seeded Simpson lettuce. I
decided to plant one of the two bundles of onions I had just bought and worked up the soil
in another bed. I am always careful to rotate anything I plant to help eliminate any
overwintering pests from the year before. Also, the specific needs for one species of plant
may be different from another, so rotating your crops helps to balance the available
nutrients.
After planting the 75 or so Copra onion plants, I decided to plant at least a few of the
potatoes. This year I decided to plant some of them in different sections of my raised beds
for the first time. The soil is ready now and these plants will be easy to help along as they
will be at a mid-thigh height to work with. I will stagger my potato plantings so I can also
stagger their harvest. I always like to plant fairly early as I love to start eating new
potatoes in June.
I have decided this year to try to stick with what I really enjoy in the garden. Most years I
would end up growing just about some of everything. That really ends up being more work
than it is worth. In other words, I am going to try and do more relaxed gardening. Having
grandkids in Michigan and a daughter in Oregon, priorities have shifted a little.
To paraphrase an old saying,..'it is not the size of the garden you have, but rather the size
of your heart for the garden'. Happy gardening to all.

MASTER GARDENER AWARDS CEREMONY
MARCH 28, 2017
MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
(These class members were unable to attend their
graduation ceremony to receive their award)
Marcia Chambers
Madison Blue
Tammy McDonald
ADVANCED MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
Connie Garber
Madison Blue
Ginger Thorne
Kay Bontrager-Singer
Lori Huynh-Porter
Sue Bumgardner
Kathy O’Reilly
Cindy Watson
Eva Ruiz-Nava
BRONZE MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
Amy McLaughlin
Judith Cook
Kent Yoder
Brad Lantzer
Sue Stevens
Anne Reiger
Kathy Radican
SILVER MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
Bonnie Morrison
Stan Palmer
Tori Fehr
Mary Ann Martin
GOLD 1000 MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
Sandy Acton
Anne Overmyer
Earl Bailey
GOLD 2000 MASTER GARDENER AWARDS
Barb Heeter
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MASTER GARDENER AWARDS CEREMONY
MARCH 28, 2017
PHOTOS BY DEBBIE MANN

ADVANCED MASTER
GARDENERS, l-r
Lori Huynh-Porter,
Sue Bumgardner,
Kay Bontrager-Singer,
Jeff Burbrink,
Extension
Ginger Thorne,
Madison Blue,
Cindy Watson,
Connie Garber

SILVER MASTER
GARDENERS, l-r
Amy McLaughlin
Anne Reiger
Jeff Burbrink,
Extension,
Kent Yoder
Brad Lantzer

BRONZE MASTER
GARDENERS
Bonnie Morrison
Stan Palmer
Jeff Burbrink, Extension

MASTER GARDENER AWARDS CEREMONY
MARCH 28, 2017
PHOTOS BY DEBBIE MANN
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Gold 1000 Master Gardener Sandy Acton (l),
with her award presenter Kathleen Cripe (r)

Gold 1000 Master Gardener Earl Bailey (l), with
his award presenter Dan Carlson (r)

Gold 1000 Master Gardener Anne Overmyer (r),
with her award presenter Loanne Harms (l)

Gold 2000 Master Gardener Barb Heeter (r),
with her award presenter Jeff Burbrink (l)

GOLD MASTER
GARDENERS
(l-r) Sandy Acton,
Anne Overmyer,
Jeff Burbrink, Extension
Early Bailey
Barb Heeter

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE AREA
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, COST AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
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ELKHART COUNTY PARKS www.elkhartcountyparks.org








Wednesday, May 3, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Pumpkinvine Trail
Saturday, May 6, 1 p.m., DeFries Garden Plant Exchange, River Preserve Co. Park
Saturday, May 6, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, Howe, IN
Sunday, May 7, 10 a.m.-12 noon, Wild Edibles, Oxbow County Park
Saturday, May 13, 11 a.m., Horticulturalists of Elkhart Co., Elkhart County
Historical Museum
Wednesday, May 17, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Oxbow County Park
Thursday, May 18, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, River Preserve County Park

FERNWOOD BOTANICAL GARDEN, Niles www.fernwoodbotanical.org






Saturday, May 6, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Warblers at Warren Dunes
Saturday, May 13, 2-3:30 p.m., Spring Wildflower Walk
Saturday, May 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Spring Garden Festival & Plant Sale
Sunday, May 21, 1-2:30 p.m., Propogation of Shrubs from Softwood Cuttings
Friday, May 26, 2-3:30 p.m., Tal Prairie Grass Walk

WELLFIELD BONTANIC GARDEN, Elkhart www.wellfieldgardens.org







Saturday, May 6, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Spring Education Symposium
Friday, May 12, National Public Gardens Day
Saturday, May 13, 8 a.m. Birdwalk
Saturday, May 13, Goshen at the Gardens
Sunday, May 14, Mother’s Day Picnic
Tuesday, May 30, Quilt Garden Opens

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN www.chicagobotanic.org





Saturday-Sunday, May 5-6, Central States Dahlia Society Show
Saturday-Sunday, May 20-21, Midwest Bonsai Society Spring Bonsai Exhibit
Saturday-Sunday, May 27-28, Northshore Iris & Daylily Society Iris Show and Sale
Saturday-Sunday, May 27-28, Bromeliad Society of Greater Chicago Show and Sale

MEIJER BOTANICAL GARDEN www.meijergardensorg



Saturday-Sunday, May 13-14, Michigan Allstate Bonsai Show
Saturday-Sunday, May 27-28, Iris Show
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MAY YARD & GARDEN CALENDAR
BY B. ROSIE LERNER, PURDUE EXTENSION CONSUMER HORTICULTURALIST
HOME (Indoor plants and activities)

Many indoor plants can be moved to shady locations
outdoors but only after danger of frost is past. Plants will
dry out more often outdoors, so keep a close eye on soil
moisture. Sinking the pots in soil will help slow down
moisture loss.

Now is a good time to take cuttings of houseplants to
increase a collection or share with friends. Root cuttings
in media, such as vermiculite, perlite or potting soil.
Roots grown in water tend to be weak from lack of
oxygen and do not adjust well to planting in soil.

Fertilize houseplants according to label directions. Foliage plants require relatively high
nitrogen fertilizer; flowering houseplants respond best to fertilizer high in phosphorus.
YARD (Lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits)

Prune early spring-flowering trees and shrubs after flowers fade.

Plant balled-and-burlapped or container nursery stock, and water thoroughly.

Remove and destroy overwintering bagworms from landscape trees and shrubs.

Follow a spray schedule to keep home-orchard crops pest free. While trees are in bloom,
use fungicide sprays without insecticide to avoid injury to bees. Follow label directions.
More information is available in Purdue Extension publication ID-146 "Controlling Pests in
the Home Fruit Planting," https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ID/ID-146-W.pdf

Thin fruits of apple trees, if needed, about three weeks after petal fall. Apples should be
about 8 inches apart.

Apply fungicides to roses to control diseases, such as black spot.

Purdue turf experts recommend that if you are going to fertilize your lawn in May, apply
three-fourths to 1 pound N/1,000 square feet with a product that contains 50 percent or
more slow-release fertilizer. Try to schedule the application prior to a rain or irrigate
following application to move the fertilizers off the leaf blade.
GARDEN (Vegetables, small fruits and flowers)

Plant frost-tender plants after danger of frost has passed for your area. This includes
warm-season vegetables such as tomatoes, peppers, eggplant and vine crops as well as
most annual flowers and tender perennials, such as cannas, gladiolus, dahlias, tuberous
begonias and caladiums.

Pinch chrysanthemums and annual flower plants to keep them compact and wellbranched.

Make successive plantings of beans and sweet corn to extend the season of harvest.

Thin seedlings of early-planted crops such as carrots, lettuce, spinach and beets to their
proper spacing.

Harvest early plantings of radishes, spinach and lettuce.

Harvest asparagus by cutting or snapping spears at or just below soil level.

Harvest rhubarb by cutting, or grasp the stalk and pull it up and slightly to one side.

Control cucumber beetles, carriers of bacterial wilt, as soon as cucumber plants
germinate or are transplanted to prevent disease.

Remove blossoms from newly set strawberry plants to allow better runner formation.

Remove unwanted sucker growth in raspberries when new shoots are about a foot tall.
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

BOTTLE CAPS TO BENCHES BY GAIL WEYBRIGHT
Volunteers are requested to help finish sorting and
cleaning our plastic bottle caps and lids collected
for our second bench. A workday is scheduled
for Saturday May 6, 10:00 am - 1:00 p.m., at the
home of Gail Weybright, 479 E. Camp Mack Road,
Milford. Also needed is someone with a truck who
would be willing to transport and unload the 400
pounds of plastic (in approximately 25 lb. bags) for
storage in Middlebury.

Gail Weybright, Bottle Caps to Benches Chair
GARDEN TOUR PLANT SALE BY TAMMY O’ROURKE
Now is the perfect time to think about potting up some
of your extra plants, divisions, extra veggie and herb
starts, houseplants, annuals and water garden plants
for the Garden Tour Plant Sale. We ask that you pot
them up soon so that they can be hardy and healthy by
the time the Plant Sale rolls around. Please give them
lots of love…water and fertilize them! We ask that they
be in clean pots, and labeled. I will be sending an email
in June with labels that you can use for identification. If
you have a photo of the mature plant (or a picture from a plant catalog) to attach to your
label, that is even better. If you need help dividing or potting up your donations, please
send me an email or give me a call and I will try to find a volunteer help you. If you need
pots, Mary Morgan has many to share, or let me know and we will have some available for
you. There is soil available at the Airport Community Garden in Elkhart if you need some
extra soil for your transplants. Thank you in advance for your contributions. Every plant is
appreciated! Contact Tammy at tjotlo@gmail.com, 574-596-1535
Tammy O’Rourke, Plant Sale Chair

NEW TURF DOCTOR APP
Purdue has just released the newest Plant Doctor app for Apple
and Android devices. The Purdue Turf Doctor is available for $1.99.
You can learn more at https://www.purdueplantdoctor.com/ along
with the Tree Doctor, Perennial Doctor, Annual Doctor, & Tomato
Doctor. These apps can be very helpful when trying to explain
ailments to people. You can show people the picture and the
suggested solutions.

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKER’S BUREAU BY MARTILYN HORVATH
The latest Master Gardener presentations were as follows: SUSAN KLEPINGER spoke to
the Four Winds Garden Club, February 21, on House Plants. On April 1 (no foolin’), GWEN
FERLAND, with assistant Susan Gray, spoke to an enthusiastic small group at Ruthmere
House Museum in their greenhouse on vintage greenhouses. The group pledged to hear
them again early this summer when they do presentations on Roses 101. PAT WATSON
talked about Butterfly Habitats to a group of Extension Homemakers on April 4 at the
Blough home. Thanks to Susie, Gwen, Susan and Pat for representing MMGA so well!
Also, a special recognition to the Michiana Master Gardener Association new member
2016 Class Interns, who have successfully completed the speaking/presentation part of
their internship: PAM CECCHI, LEANN COON, KARIN FREY, RITA GRAF, TOM HAVENS,
DIANNA JACKSON, ROSS KISTLER, KAREN LACHANCE, HOLLY MCCLOUD, MARGARET
MOOR, KATE WOLFORD. We are proud of you.
I had an experience with a very late request for a presenter. The call came directly to
me just before Christmas, and was scheduled for a retired men’s breakfast the following
week. I knew there was no time to secure a willing speaker with such short notice, and it
was about Master Gardeners, so I decided to do it myself. It was 20 miles and about 45
minutes away, to be given at 8:00 a.m. I would make the most efficient use of time and
visit a friend in a Goshen nursing home the same day. Because of winter dark, being
unsure of the location and having to ask directions, my arrival was barely on time. It was a
breakfast buffet, I was to eat first and then speak. There were 14 mature and attentive
gentlemen in attendance. The minute I finished, there was a brief “Thanks”, and the
entire assembly was out of there like a shot! Surprise! Surprise! I had either covered it so
well they had all the possible information, or it was so bad they couldn’t wait to get away,
or maybe nature called! Anyway, here I was in Goshen at 9:00 a.m., my obligation already
met, a planned nursing home visit an hour and a half away….winter and cold, no
possibility of reading or resting in the car, Main Street Goshen was closed, on a week day
morning just after Christmas….and me, who always has more to do than time to do it, had
time to kill or waste…… kind of an ironic situation….(I did end up spending some
‘shopping’ time at the Depot.) Hopefully, telling you this might inspire you to share with
us some of your ‘speaking’ experiences…..weird or wonderful, we’d love to hear from you.
Thank you,
Marilyn Horvath, Speaker’s Bureau Chairman
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
MMGA Board Meeting
March 14, 2017
6:00 p.m. Extension Office

Present: Kathleen Cripe, Connie Garber, Dianna Jackson, Amy McLaughlin, Kathy Radican, Anne
Regier, Bill Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Ron Troyer, Cindy Watson.
Absent: Jeff Burbrink, Dan Carlson, Carol Novy
Connie welcomed the group and called the meeting to order. Jenny moved that the February
Secretary’s report be approved and Amy seconded. The report was passed. Anne presented the
Treasurer’s report. The checking account balance is $7,448.92; money market balance is $18,754.60;
savings balance is $137.27; and cash on hand is $200.00, for a total of $26,540.79. It was noted that
the NP20, Federal 990N and Business Entity Report have all been filed. Anne has received the
insurance policy and it is the same; an invoice for it should be coming. Barb Heeter has turned in
$990.00 from garden tour ads. For Spring Celebration, $292.60 had been expended with $800 in
ticket sales received as income. Neither speaker wanted any payment or even fuel reimbursement.
Could a donation be made in each speaker’s name? Anne will contact Jeff about this. Also, in followup to having sent this year’s college grant check for $2,000.00 to Purdue, she received a letter
indicating that last year’s grant had not been used and that a total of $4,000 would be dispersed in
this cycle. Craig moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted and Kathy seconded. The Treasurer’s
report was accepted. Due to Jeff’s absence, there was no educator’s report.
Committee Reports (If a particular committee report is missing, it is due to there being no report
presented at the MMGA Board meeting. Answer Line – Dan Carlson was ill so there was no report.
Bill asked when the answer line would be starting up again and will contact Dan. Broadcaster –
Kathleen Cripe shared that things were going well with the Broadcaster. Class Updates – Cindy
reported that the gardens of one of the 2015 class members would be a part of this year’s garden
tour in Middlebury. Dianna shared that the 2016 class continued to do their presentations. Cindy
commented about the pollinator’s presentation as a potential presentation at a member meeting.
Community Gardens – The public seminar and sign-up will be held March 18 at the Elkhart
Environmental Center. Fair Board – The annual prom is this weekend. Looking at the funds to be
used for expanding the arena near beef and dairy. Also looking at the design charrette for growth
over the next 5-10-15 years. Fair Set Up – Kathleen will have a sign-up sheet at the April meeting.
Garden Tour – All committees are on track. One participant, at the ninth garden, had a stroke but is
getting along ok. There was a good turn-out for booklet sponsors. The route has been walked and
there are a few places close to roads. Signs, crafts are all ok. Quilt Gardens – There will be a quilt
garden meeting on March 29 in Ag Hall from 8:30-11, with coffee available at 8:15 a.m. This will be
the 10th anniversary. Set-up – No problems. Speakers Bureau – No problems. Spring Celebration –
Spring Celebration went well. The wrap up meeting is on March 20. Ideas for next year’s event will
be shared at that meeting. Tree Sale – Things are going well. More volunteers are needed and signup sheets will be at the March MMGA meeting.
Old Business: Fair tent – All of the projects for kids are set. Additional volunteers (Bill volunteered)
are needed for 2-hour increments on Thursday-Friday-Saturday. Garden Show Committee –
comprised of Carol Novy (chair), Kathleen Cripe, Cindy Watson, Earl Bailey, Diana Thornton, Ruth
Middleton. Green Day at the Fair – Earl Bailey presented about composting last year and plans to
volunteer this year too. More volunteers are needed. Bus Trip – No report. March MMGA meeting –
Awards will be presented first followed by the break and then Jeff will lead training. New Business: A
concern was raised about the venue for the future garden show. Consider location on fairgrounds
and if costs are a factor.
The next Board meeting is April 11, 2017. Connie adjourned the meeting at 7 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, MMGA Board Secretary
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MMGA Member Meeting
March 28, 2017
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall
Dan Carlson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in Ag Hall. He listed
several opportunities for participation and asked members to sign up. Opportunities included: Tree
Sale (see Barb Heeter with questions); Garden Tour (complete form and return to Rhonda Loucks or
Carol Swartzendruber); Fair tent sign-up sheet; Garden Show sign-up sheet. Dan also shared that
Answer Line training was coming up on April 12 from 10-3 and that material from Spring Celebration
was available.
Last year’s MMGA president, Kathleen Cripe, thanked everyone for allowing her to serve as last
year’s president. She asked the group about planning their last year with research or drawings; did
we add a bed or new plant; ask someone to help? It’s more fun to have others helping and allows us
to grow together. Take the time to plan. Plan it, work it, enjoy it.
Jeff also thanked everyone for all they’ve done to make MMGA shine. He introduced those who
were receiving their Master Gardeners certificate: Madison Blue, Marcia Chambers, Tammy McDonald. He also introduced those receiving an Advanced Master Gardener certificate: Madison Blue, Kay
Bontrager-Singer, Sue Bumgardner, Connie Garber, Lori Huynh-Porter, Kathy O’Reilly, Eva Ruiz-Nava,
Ginger Thorne, Cindy Watson. Jeff next introduced the Master Gardeners reaching a bronze level:
Judy Cook, Brad Lantzer, Amy McLaughlin, Katherine Radican, Anne Regier, Sue Stevens, Kent Yoder.
Certificates for those achieving a silver certificate included Tori Fehr, Mary Ann Martin, Bonnie Morrison, Stan Palmer. Master Gardeners receiving a gold certificate were introduced and a bit about each
was shared as they were introduced. Kathleen Cripe introduced Sandy Acton, Dan Carlson introduced
Earl Bailey, Jr., Loanne Harms introduced Anne Overmyer, and Jeff introduced Barb Heeter who had
more than 2,000 hours. Congratulations to all!
Dan thanked the group for allowing him to be their current association president and thanked Jeff,
Nancy and Kathleen for their help, teaching and support. A token of appreciation was given to all
three. Dan continued with sharing. This year’s Spring Celebration was great and a big thank you goes
to Penny Stroup and her committee. He’s looking forward to the upcoming Tree Sale. Two new committees are doing exploration for two new activities—a bus trip headed up by Tammy O’Rourke and
an Elkhart County Garden Show (in a couple of years) led by Carol Novy. Answer Line will soon be
starting up again and last year several hundred people were assisted. Dan encouraged folks to help
with Answer Line and Paul Miles said it’s a great continuing education opportunity. Dan invited the
group to have refreshments, provided by the MMGA Board of Directors, and reminded the group to
sign up for various opportunities.
After refreshment time, Dan called the meeting back to order and turned the meeting over to Jeff
and Nancy for training about the new on-line tracking of education and volunteer hours. Hand-outs
were available to follow along with the training. Questions were answered during the presentation.
Jeff reminded members that the monthly meetings were education hours but the time it took to
make cookies for the meeting, for example, was volunteer time. He also informed the group that
hours of participation in an online seminar can only be counted if you can ask questions of an actual
teacher during the seminar. Otherwise, it does not count as education time.
Following the training, Jeff shared that Jerry Martin had achieved a Gold Level of more than 3,000
hours. This brought great applause from the members.
There were 66 members in attendance at the meeting. Door Prizes went to Jay Whitmer, Sue Bumgardner, Suzanne Kistler, Marilyn Miles, Dianna Jackson, Loanne Harms and Marcia Chambers. Flowers from the table arrangements went to Kathleen Cripe, Paul Miles, LeAnn Coon, Dean Linsenmeyer
and Dean Preheim-Bartel.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. The next meeting will be held on April 25, 2017 at 7:00
p.m. in Ag Hall.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, Secretary

"The hum of bees is the voice
of the garden."
- Elizabeth Lawrence
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