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“DAN’S DIGGINGS” 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by DAN CARLSON 
 

Greetings fellow gardeners, 
   The flowering trees were bountiful with blooms this 
spring.  It was a joy to see.  Unfortunately the tree 

blooms have been washed away by four rainy days.  Over two inches at 
my home!  I’m hoping to get one dry day to cut the lawn before three 
more forecasted days of showers.  Between the showers, my wife and I 
have been harvesting and enjoying rhubarb and asparagus. 
   At least the showers are helping things grow.  It won’t be long before 
we are complaining about summer heat and are supplementing our 
garden with irrigation. 

Broadcaster 
“Helping Each Other Grow!” 
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  I hope many of you are looking forward to the upcoming bus trip.  By 
the time you read this, we will know if the bus is full and the trip is on.  
It would be great if we could make this an annual or biannual event.  I 
always see and learn something new when I visit a garden or 
arboretum. 
   I know the Garden Walk Committee has been working hard to arrange 
another great tour.  If you haven’t already, be sure to help in some way. 
   Before you know, it will be county fair time.  We need Master 
Gardeners to help in the Ag Hall.  We also need help with a new project 
in the Kid’s Tent the last three days of the fair.  We are doing hands on 
demonstrations of different ways kids can garden. 
 
Yours in gardening,  
 
Dan Carlson 
 
 

***A Notice from the Board of Directors*** 
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media, 
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get 

the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting. 

A VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

   Lindsay Brandon-Smith from the Nappanee Public Library is looking for a 
volunteer to teach homeowners how to collect, save and store seeds from their 
garden to help start next year’s garden.  She would like to do a program in August 
with the intention of hosting a seed swap in the fall.  She would like to establish a 
seed library that would have seeds available for next spring. 
   If you are interested in helping, please contact Lindsay Brandon-Smith, Adult 
Programming and Events Manager at the Nappanee Public Library.  574-773-7929, 
ext. 215.  www.nappaneelibrary.org 
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Day Minder . . .  

Watch Us Grow 

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE: 
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the  
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than 
5 p.m. on the day of the event.  For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone 
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation. 

5 Mon. 
Garden Tour Committee Meeting,  
Extension Office Conference Room 

7 p.m. 

13 Tues. Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Table 6 p.m. 

20 Tues. 
Bus Trip to Schedel Arboretum and Toledo Botanical 
Gardens, Toledo, Ohio, Depart from Fairgrounds 

7:30  
a.m. 

27 Tues. Member Meeting, Pat Weigold, Monarchs 7 p.m. 

3 Mon. 
Garden Tour Committee Meeting,  

Extension Office Conference Room (if needed) 
7 p.m. 

7 Fri. Garden Tour Set-up 
8 a.m.–  

12 noon 

8 Sat. Garden Tour 
9 a.m.- 

4 p.m. 

11 Tues. Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room 6 p.m. 

17 Mon. 
Fair Set-Up and Pizza Party 

(in lieu of the monthly member meeting) 
6 p.m. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted 
 Tuesday, June 27, Pat Weigold, Monarchs 
 Monday, July 17, Fair Set-up and Pizza Party, 6:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, August 29 Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, September 26  Fernwood Botanical Garden 
 Tuesday, October 24 (NOTE DATE CHANGE)  Jason Becker, Fashion Farm,  
  Pumpkin Magic Through the Years 
 Tuesday, November 28  Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In, 6:30 p.m. 
 No Meeting for December due to holidays 
 Tuesday, January 30, 2018  TBA 
 Tuesday, February 27, 2018  Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm 
 
Board Meetings, SECOND Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m. 
 Tuesday, June 13 (Extension Conference Table) 
 Tuesday, July 11 
 Tuesday, August 8 
 Tuesday, September 12 
 Tuesday, October 10 
 Tuesday, November 14 
 Tuesday, December 12 
 
Garden Tour Committee Meetings, FIRST Monday of the Month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 
7 p.m. (unless noted) 
 Monday June 5 
 Monday, July 3 (if necessary) 
 Friday, July 7  Garden Tour Set-up 
 Saturday, July 8 Garden Tour 
 
Bus Trip to Schedel Arboretum and Toledo Botanical Gardens 
 Tuesday, June 20  7:30 a.m. depart from the fairgrounds 
 
 If you have signed up for the trip, watch your email for 
 details 
 
Answer Line is in operation April through September.   
Answering machine during evening hours 
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Attention MMGA Members 
Articles for the  JULY Broadcaster will be due on JUNE 10TH. 

Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date.   
Thank you. 



 

 

JEFF BURBRINK:  APPLY AQUATIC HERBACIDES IN THE SPRNG 
APRIL 28, 2017  

      
   There is perhaps nothing more satisfying than having a beautiful 
pond to enjoy during the summer. And there are few things more 
aggravating than having the pond overrun with weeds when your 
family is planning to enjoy it. 
   Late spring is usually the best time to apply aquatic herbicides. The 
plants are young and actively growing and most susceptible to 

herbicides. Do not wait until July or August. If you wait until late summer to treat, you 
run a serious risk of killing fish. By that time, the vegetation is usually extensive and 
thick. Also the water is warm and still. Killing all vegetation at once under these 
conditions could seriously deplete the water of oxygen and cause a fish kill. If you must 
treat this late in the summer, treat only a portion of the weed growth at a time. 
   Aquatic weeds are not affected by herbicides when the water is too cold. Water 
temperature should be in the 60s, preferably the upper 60s in the area to be treated. 
These temperatures usually occur from late April to early June. This means that as soon 
as the plants are up and actively growing and if the water temperature is right, the 
herbicide should be applied. 
   A key to successfully treating a pond is knowing what type of weed it is you are 
fighting. There are several herbicides labeled for use on aquatic weeds and most are very 
selective in the type of weed they will control. Aquatic herbicides are also expensive. If 
you misidentify a plant and select the wrong herbicide, not only is your problem still 
there, you just spent a lot of money for nothing. 
   There is also some math involved in treating a pond. Most herbicides dosage are 
calibrated by the acre-foot. To calculate acre-feet of a pond, multiply the surface acreage 
by the average depth. For instance, a half-acre pond that averages 5 feet in depth is 2.5 
acre-feet in volume. If a herbicide calls for 2.7 pounds of product per acre-foot, you 
would apply 6.75 pounds of the product in the pond. Follow all label directions. 
   I am always nervous about people applying herbicides to water if they have no 
experience or do not have the proper equipment. A lot of damage can be done to the 
environment if someone does not understand what they are doing. My concern is raised 
even more when I hear someone wants to control aquatic weeds along a stream, ditch 
or other flowing bodies of water. 
   Commercial applicators can be hired to treat aquatic weeds. Their years of 
accumulated knowledge and experience are well worth the fee if you have no 
experience in the matter. In Indiana, a person should be licensed in Category 5, Aquatic 
Pest Management, to be hired to treat ponds, lakes, streams and related areas for hire. 
A good place to learn about aquatic weed management is Purdue’s publication APM-3, 
Identifying and Managing Aquatic Vegetation, which can be found 
at www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/APM/APM_3_W.pdf. 
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EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service 
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, 
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or 
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veter-
an.   Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution. 
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Page 6 ANSWER LINE ACTION FOR APRIL BY DAN CARLSON 
 

   The Answer Line has been up and running since 
the first week in April.  We have handled 
fourteen inquiries.  Several inquiries were about 
moss in lawns and flowerbeds.  The mild winter 
and moist spring were great conditions for moss 
to thrive.  One type of moss, bryophyte, was a 
challenge to identify. 
   There were also questions on pruning, fairy 
rings, bugs, Eastern Tent Caterpillars, spruce 
decline, woodpecker damage, apple scab and 
stump removal. 
   Jeff conducted Answer Line training last Thursday and Friday for fifteen Master 
Gardeners.  Five or six are new to the Answer Line.  The first week in May we 
should be up and running on most days of the week.  If you are interested in 
helping, contact Nancy at the Extension Office for openings in the schedule. 
 
Until next time, 
Dan Carlson 

HERE I GO AGAIN!  BY SUSIE KLEPINGER 
 

   I promised myself that I would not carry my 
houseplants out to the porch this spring. It is too 
much work and of little value to them......I 
thought!  Well, here I am again just like “Noah's 
2 by 2”.       
   Individually, each goes to the sink for a 
complete drink and a shower to rid the leaves of 
winter's grime. This is followed by an insect 
inspection and general cleaning. That little 
moving exercise allows me to thoroughly wipe 
down their winter homes inside, even washing 

the windows.  Next, every plant has its appointed nook from last summer: 
morning sun for the orchids, afternoon sun for the cacti, and intermediate bright 
light for those whose needs are in-between.   
    As of this writing, the plants are almost all outside, and I have witnessed 
remarkable changes. I can now see how my indoor watering is not thorough 
enough. I have been only watering the surface, not the complete pot area. What 
a difference! Looking at each now, the leaves are straighter and standing much 
stronger because at last they have received the flooding for life and 
photosynthesis that has been lacking all winter. Most all of the plants seem to 
have taken a cumulative deep breath and said, “I'm home and finally full”. 



 

 

Page 7      The Old Man on a Summer Day    
 
     The old man sits and sips his tea, 
      and thinks of the day ahead. 
     As the season of summer moves along, 
      chores are quite easily found.. 
 
     There’s always produce in the garden, 
      that needs some looking after. 
     And the pests needing some discouragement.  
      A good harvest is never without an effort. 
 
     He finishes his tea and grabs the hoe, 
      and heads on out to the garden. 
     His goal each year remains the same, 
      “nip those weeds in the bud”! 
 
     The old man wipes his brow, 
      in the heat of the summer sun. 
     Another row is clean for now, 
      the others will get their turn. 
 
     He rests on a chair in nearby shade, 
      quite content to take a break. 
     Sometimes slow and steady, 
      is the smartest way to win the race. 
 
                                                 Jim Carpenter 4-23-17                                                         
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SALVIA  BY STAN PALMER 

 
Salvia (Salvia splendens) 

 
   Salvia is the largest genus of plants in the 
mint family, Lamiaceae, with nearly 1000 
species of shrubs, herbaceous perennials, 
and annuals. Within the Lamiaceae, Salvia 
is part of the tribe Mentheae within the 
subfamily Nepetoideae. The genus is 
distributed throughout the Old World and 
the Americas, with three distinct regions 
of diversity: Central and South America 
(approx. 500 species); Central Asia and 
Mediterranean (250 species); Eastern Asia 
(90 species). It is one of several genera 
commonly referred to as sage. 
   Salvia splendens (scarlet sage, tropical 
sage) is a tender herbaceous perennial native to Brazil, growing at 6,600 to 
9,800 ft. elevation where it is warm year-round and with high humidity. The 
native plant, rarely seen in cultivation, reaches 4.3 ft. tall. Smaller selections 
are very popular as bedding plants, seen in shopping malls and public gardens 
all over the world. The various types typically have red flowers. 
   S. splendens was first described and named in 1822. At that time it was given 
the common name "Lee's scarlet sage". This was before the plant was selected 
to become dwarf in size.  
   Even though the typical flower color is red/scarlet the color can range all the 
way from dark purple to white. Red-white bicolor is not unheard of. The 
flower racemes can be tight or loose, the flower size small to relatively large, 
and the plants can be very compact or larger and more prone to sprawl. Most 
are partial shade plants. However, in the right location, some are able 
to handle conditions ranging from full shade to full sun. Morning sun and 
afternoon shade are optimal for many.  
   Scarlet Sage has been hybridized so many times that it is impossible to keep 
up with all the varieties but with all of that diversity it is a plant that has a little 
bit of everything for everybody.                 
This material came from Wikipedia: May 2, 2017,    
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salvia_splendens&oldid=745795907 

      
Be safe and keep that garden growing! 
        -Stan Palmer- 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mentha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamiaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbaceous_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annual_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamiaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mentheae
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nepetoideae&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardiness_%28plants%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbaceous_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salvia_splendens&oldid=745795907
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CHIPS AND SPLINTERS BY STAN PALMER 

Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 

   Quercus palustris, the pin oak or 
swamp Spanish oak, is an oak in 
the red oak section Quercus sect. 
Lobatae. Pin oak is one of the most 
commonly used landscaping oaks in 
its native range due to its ease of 
transplant, relatively fast growth, 
and pollution tolerance. Its 
distinctive shape is considered 
unique among hardwoods. 
   Pin Oak is mainly distributed in 
the eastern and central United States from Connecticut west to eastern 
Kansas, and south to Georgia, west to eastern Oklahoma and Kansas. It is also 
native in the extreme south of Ontario, Canada. The pin oak is also well 
adapted to life in Australia (where it has been introduced) and is quite 
widespread across the Australian continent especially in the cooler southern 
States such as Victoria and New South Wales. Is also well adapted to life in 
Argentina, especially in the Río de la Plata region. 
   Pin oak grows primarily on level or nearly level, poorly drained alluvial 
floodplain and river bottom soils with high clay content. Pin oak is usually 
found on sites that flood intermittently during the dormant season but do not 
ordinarily flood during the growing season. It does not grow on the lowest, 
most poorly drained sites that may be covered with standing water through 
much of the growing season. However, it does grow extensively on poorly 
drained upland "pin oak flats" on the glacial till plains of southwestern Ohio, 
southern Illinois and Indiana, and northern Missouri. The level topography and 
presence of a claypan in the soil of these areas cause these sites to be 
excessively wet in winter and spring. 
   A fast-growing pioneer or riparian species, pin oak is relatively short-lived, 
with a maximum lifespan of 120 years against many oaks which can live 
several centuries. It is naturally a wetland tree, and develops a shallow, fibrous 
root system, unlike many oaks, which have a strong, deep taproot when 
young. The Latin specific epithet palustris means "of swamps".  It is confined to 
acidic soils. 
   Like all oaks, flowering and leaf-out occur in late spring when all frost danger 
has passed. The flowers are monoecious catkins which, being self-
incompatible, require the presence of another oak for pollination. Any species 
in the red oak group can serve as a pollinator, but in Pin Oak's natural range,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Quercus_species#Section_Lobatae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_%28U.S._state%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_%28Australia%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%ADo_de_la_Plata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wetland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Root
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botanical_name#Binary_name
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CHIPS AND SPLINTERS BY STAN PALMER (continued) 

Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 

this will usually be Northern Red Oak or Scarlet Oak. Inter-species hybridiza-
tion occurs freely. The acorns take two growing seasons to develop 
   Pin oak is classed as intolerant of shade. It is less tolerant than elm, boxelder 
(Acer negundo), sweetgum, hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), and ash, but is 
more tolerant than eastern cottonwood and black willow. Pin oak usually 
grows in even-aged stands of dominant and co-dominant trees. Intermediate 
and suppressed trees in such stands usually die within a few years of being 
overtopped. Single pin oaks in mixed stands usually are dominants. Pin oak is 
considered a subclimax species. It persists on heavy, wet soils because it pro-
duces an abundance of acorns which, if released, grow faster  
on these sites than most of its competitors. Pin oaks are also classified as 
"allelopathic," meaning they crowd out or otherwise successfully compete 
with understory vegetation to survive. 
   In its native range, Pin Oak is the most commonly used landscaping oak along 
with Northern Red Oak due to its ease of transplant, relatively fast growth, and 
pollution tolerance. However, as it is naturally adapted to wet, acidic soils, it 
may develop a condition known as iron chlorosis on less suitable locations, 
causing the tree to shed leaves during the growing season and rot from the 
top down. Mature pin oaks are often too big to treat and this nutrient deficien-
cy on alkaline soil may eventually kill them. The drooping lower branches can 
also be a problem, interfering with access for traffic and pedestrians.  
   The wood is generally marketed as red oak, but is of significantly inferior 
quality, being somewhat weaker, often with many small knots. The wood is 
hard and heavy and is used in general construction and for firewood. 
      The name "pin oak" is possibly due to the many small, slender twigs, but 
may also be from the historical use of the hard wood for pins in wooden build-
ing construction.  
   The pin oak is the only known food plant of Bucculatrix domicola caterpillars.  
 

Stan Palmer 
 
 
This info was taken from:  
Wikipedia : May 2, 2017, from   
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php? 
title=Quercus_palustris 
&oldid=767690522 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Red_Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarlet_Oak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acer_negundo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtis_occidentalis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allelopathy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood#Knots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucculatrix_domicola
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quercus_palustris&oldid=767690522
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quercus_palustris&oldid=767690522
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quercus_palustris&oldid=767690522


 

 

Page 11 AIRPORT COMMUNITY GARDEN 
PHOTOS BY MEG MITZEL 

Planting Day, Tuesday,  
May 16 

 
Pictured Above:  l-r  
Christie Egendoerfer,  
Jenny Schrock 
 
Right:  Suzan Stuckman 
 
Below:  l-r Laurette DeToro, 
Dyanne Zimmerman,  
Anne Overmyer,  
Heidi Zavatsky 
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1.) Long an elusive Marigold color - 
2.) Blow a “- - - - - - - - -“. - 
3.) Peanut scientist – 
4.) Heart medicine plant – 
5.) Formalized the binomial nomenclature – 
6.) Foreign pollinator – 
7.) Backward aviator –  
8.) True “- - - - - “ flowers are non-existent – 
9.) Painless flower –  
10.) Old container – 
11.) Cold Coals – 
12.) Biblical insect – 
13.) “Shrinking  - - - - - - “ – 
14.) Psychoactive plant (euphemism) – 
15.) Royal butterfly - 



 

 

Page 13 UPCOMING EVENTS  IN THE AREA 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, COST AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
2017 PURDUE MASTER GARDENER STATE TOUR www.mcmga.net 
  
 Friday, June 16, Monroe County, Bloomington, IN  Sponsored by The Monroe County 

Master Gardener Association, Purdue Extension-Monroe County, and the Purdue 
MG State Office  

  
ELKHART COUNTY PARKS www.elkhartcountyparks.org  
  

 Friday, June 2, 10-11 p.m., Bonneyville After Dark, Briar Patch Shelter, Bonneyville 

 Saturday, June 3, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Annual Fishing Contest, Oxbow County Park 

 Wednesday, June 7, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Cobus Creek County Park 

 Saturday, June 10, 6:30-8 p.m., JeopBirdy!, Bonneyville County Park 

 Saturday, June 10, 10 a.m.-12 noon, Pumpkinvine Work Day, CR 43 Parking Lot 

 Thursday, June 15, 6:30 p.m., Middlebury Walking Tour, Warren & Main Streets 

 Thursday, June 15, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, Cobus Creek County Park 

 Tuesday,  June 21, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, River Preserve County Park 
  
FERNWOOD BOTANICAL GARDEN, Niles  www.fernwoodbotanical.org 
  
 No special events in June 
  
WELLFIELD BONTANIC GARDEN, Elkhart  www.wellfieldgardens.org 
  

 Saturday, June 10, 8 a.m. Birdwalk 

 Thursday, June 15, 6-9 p.m., Summer Evening in the Garden 

 Thursday, June 22, 7-9 p.m., Groovin’ in Wellfield Garden 

 Thursday, June 29, 7-9 p.m., Groovin’ in Wellfield Garden 
  
CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN www.chicagobotanic.org 
  

 Saturday-Sunday, June 3-4, Northern Illinois Hosta Society 
Show & Sale 

 Saturday-Sunday, June 24-25, Show of Summer 
  
LURIE GARDEN www.luriegarden.org 
  
 Saturday, June 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Plant Sale 
 
 
If you know of any special events in our area that you think would be of interest to our 
members, please email them to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com.   



 

 

Page 14 JUNE YARD & GARDEN CALENDAR 
BY B. ROSIE LERNER, PURDUE EXTENSION CONSUMER HORTICULTURALIST 
 
HOME (Houseplants and indoor activities) 

 Indoor plants will require more frequent watering and 
fertilization as they increase their summer growth. 

 Houseplants can be moved outdoors to a shady location, but 
pay close attention to their watering needs. 

 Cut garden flowers for indoor beauty. Recut the stems again just 
before placing in water. Add a floral preservative, and change 
the solution frequently. 

 Root cuttings of houseplants and garden plants to increase your 
collection or share with a friend. 

YARD (Lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits) 

 Prune spring-flowering shrubs after blooms fade. 

 Apply fungicide to prevent and control black spot on roses. 

 Water newly planted trees and shrubs. Water deeply every seven to 10 days when rain is lacking. 

 Propagate deciduous shrubs, such as forsythia, lilac, pyracantha and weigela, by stem tip cuttings. 

 Remove faded flowers and seed pods on lilac and other spring-flowering shrubs. 

 Many fruit trees had few to no flowers this year thanks to the brutal winter, but some apples and 
pears may still have fruit set. If they have much of a crop, don’t be alarmed at June drop of some 
fruit. It is a natural thinning process for most trees to prevent excessive loads, though might not be 
as much to thin this year. Thin remaining fruit, if necessary, or prop up heavy branches to avoid 
breakage. Most fruit should be spaced 6 to 8 inches apart on a branch. 

 Keep grass mowed regularly, but mow high to help protect the crown of the plant from heat stress. 

 Lawn clippings, unless excessive, should be left on the lawn. 

 To keep lawn green and growing, water as needed to supply a total of 1 to 1.5 inches of water per 
week. If left unwatered, lawns will turn brown and become dormant during extended hot, dry spells, 
but will green up again when conditions are more favorable. 

GARDEN (Vegetables, small fruits and flowers) 

 Discontinue harvest of asparagus and rhubarb around mid-June to allow foliage to develop and store 
food reserves for next year’s harvest. Fertilize and water when dry to promote healthy growth. 

 Mulch to control weeds and conserve soil moisture after soil has warmed. Many materials such as 
straw, chopped corncobs, bark chips, shredded paper and grass clippings can be used. 

 Blanch (exclude light from) cauliflower when heads are just 2 inches in diameter. Tie leaves up and 
over the developing head. 

 Keep weeds controlled. They’re easier to pull when they are still young. 

 Start seeds of cabbage, Brussels sprouts, broccoli and cauliflower for fall garden transplants. 

 Plan now for your Halloween pumpkin. Determine the days to harvest for the particular cultivar you 
want to plant (usually on the seed packet), and count backward to determine the proper planting 
date. 

 Harvest spring plantings of broccoli, cabbage and peas. 

 Remove cool-season plants, such as radish, spinach and lettuce, as they bolt, or form seed stalks, 
during hot summer weather. 

 Continue planting carrots, beans and sweet corn for successive harvests. 

 For staked tomatoes, remove suckers (branches that form where the leaf joins the stem) while they 
are 1 to 1.5 inches long to allow easier training. 

 Remove spent blooms of peony, iris, delphiniums and other flowers. 

 Pinch shoot tips of chrysanthemums, impatiens, petunias and coleus to promote bushier growth. 

 Remove tops of spring-flowering bulbs only after they have yellowed and withered. 

 Continue planting gladiolus for a succession of bloom. 

 Pick strawberries from the garden or a U-pick operation. 

 Protect ripening strawberries from birds by covering with netting. 

 Supplement natural rainfall as needed to supply a total of 1 to 1.5 inches of water per week to the 
garden. 



 

 

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS 
 

TREE SALE BY BARBARA HEETER 
 

   The Tree Sale committee of MMGA and SWCD 
would like to thank everyone who helped with 
the Tree Sale.  We had a record number of pre-
orders this year of 162, and as those of you who 
helped on Thursday can agree, some of these 
orders were extremely large-which is good. 
Thursday was a very long day.  On Friday, after 
we got all of the remaining trees bundled, 
everyone pitched in and helped clean up the 
room.  A total of 10,085 trees were unbundled 
and repackaged in the two days.  Saturday, the 
day of the sale, was very busy with people 
coming to get their pre-orders.  There was not much traffic as far as people coming to 
buy trees that day.  We did have trees left, as we do every year.  I can tell you that all 
of the trees that were left have gone to non-profit groups. Those groups are 
Nappanee City, Anabaptist Biblical Seminary, Pathways Retreat, Middlebury Parks, 
Goshen City Parks, Elkhart County Parks and the Elkhart County Highway 
Department.  As soon as all of the bills are paid I will have an amount to tell you of our 
profit.   
   Thank you again to everyone who helped set up, package trees, clean up and help 
on the day of the sale. 
 
Barbara Heeter, Tree Sale Committee MG Chair 
 
GARDEN TOUR PLANT SALE BY TAMMY O’ROURKE 
 
   Now is the perfect time to think about potting up 
some of your extra plants, divisions, extra veggie 
and herb starts, houseplants, annuals and water 
garden plants for the Garden Tour Plant Sale.  We 
ask that you pot them up soon so that they can be 
well established by the time the Plant Sale rolls 
around.  Please give them lots of love…water and 
fertilize them!  We ask that they be in clean pots, 
and labeled.  I will be sending an email in June with labels that you can use for 
identification.  If you need pots, let me know and we will have some available for you.  
There is soil available at the Airport Community Garden in Elkhart if you need some 
extra soil for your transplants.  Thank you in advance for your contributions.  Every 
plant is appreciated!   Contact Tammy at tjotlo@gmail.com, 574-596-1535. 
 
Tammy O’Rourke, Plant Sale Chair 
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKER’S BUREAU BY MARTILYN HORVATH 

 

   Michiana Master Gardeners who have earned 
some well-deserved accolades for presenting their 
knowledge to the public in the past few weeks are 
as follows:  Connie Garber who spoke to the 
Nappanee Garden Club on April 18, also helped with 
4-H kids planting on April 25, AND afterwards, she 
made it to our member meeting.  Len Harms helped 
instruct new Habitat for Humanity homeowners on 
landscaping on April 26; he does this annually.  May 
2nd found Connie Garber at it again speaking to the 
Goshen Kiwanis lunch group at Maple Crest Country 
Club in Goshen.  Ginger Thorne, Suzanne Kistler and 
Ross Kistler helped special needs kids make a pot and plant it at Heritage Middle 
School on May 5.  Ginger said that it went well.  Saturday, May 6, Pat Watson spoke 
to about 40 Lutheran mothers & daughters at a banquet.  THANK YOU CONNIE, LEN, 
GINGER, SUZANNE, ROSS,  and PAT!  
   We had one member who did not have a good experience.  In fact, it was said to be 
a waste of time.  We ask that you keep us informed of any such (rare, we hope) 
experience that we can follow up so that it doesn’t happen again.  Your planning time 
is valuable and the image the public gets is important.   We would like to hear after 
each presentation how it went.   YOU ARE MUCH APPRECIATED! 
 
Thank you,  
Marilyn Horvath, Speaker’s Bureau Chairman 
 
 

GARDEN TOUR CRAFT BOUTIQUE BY GWEN FERLAND 
 

   Thanks to all of you who are making things for the 
Garden Tour boutique.  I’m excited to see your 
creations.  I’m still looking for:  scrap wood for 
signs (old is great), glass bottles, tin cans, old jeans, 
containers I can plant, old ladies fancy hankies, 
picture frames (any size). 
   Remember to save any garden related items you 
find for the second chance table.  Lastly, I would 
love to have some of you join me on the merchandise committee for the 2018 Garden 
Tour.  I’m having too much fun not to share with you.   
   Questions?  Call or text Gwen at 574-226-2103 or email at libbyg6.gf@gmail.com 
 
Gwen Ferland, Craft Boutique Chair 
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MMGA Board Meeting 
April 11, 2017 

6:00 p.m. Extension Office 
 

Present:  Dan Carlson, Kathleen Cripe, Dianna Jackson, Carol Novy, Anne Regier, Bill 
Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Cindy Watson.   
Absent: Jeff Burbrink, Connie Garber, Amy McLaughlin, Kathy Radican, Ron Troyer 
   Dan welcomed the group and called the meeting to order.  Bill moved that the 
March Secretary’s report be approved and Kathleen seconded; motion passed.  Anne 
presented the Treasurer’s report. The checking account balance is $7,799.03; money 
market is $18,756.20; savings is $137.28; and cash on hand is $200.00, for a total of 
$26,892.51.  Barb Heeter brought in $2,120.00 for the garden tour, liability insurance 
of $500.00 was paid, and Spring Celebration income was $840.00 with expenses of 
$292.60.  Jeff was going to find out about a charitable gift in honor of the speakers at 
Spring Celebration. Jenny moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted and Carol 
seconded; motion passed. 
   Tammy O’Rourke presented the bus trip proposal and the research she and the 
committee did for the 6/20/17 trip. The trip will travel to the Toledo Botanical Gardens 
and Schedel Gardens in Elmore, OH.  The plan is to visit Schedel first, enjoy a 60-90 
minute guided tour, have lunch in their café and then continue on to the Toledo 
Botanical Gardens. Dinner and stops at other greenhouses are planned, as time allows.  
The bus seats a maximum of 56. Cost is $63 per person and includes tours, lunch, 
snacks, but does not include dinner.  Questions and discussion followed.  Via email, 
Dan secured Board approval for the $200 deposit.  He will send out an email invite and 
signup will also be available at the April MMGA meeting. 
   Committee Reports (Committees not listed had no report): Answer Line – Started 
April 4; Archivist – Kathy Radican will do the archiving;  Class Updates – Dianna shared 
that the 2016 class has one more presentation, as well as presenting at the Fair;  
Community Gardens – Garden sites are still available.  Opening day will be April 22.  
Five people interested in a site came to the public meeting and each reserved one; Fair 
set-up – Sign-up sheets will be available at the April MMGA meeting; Garden tour – 
Everything is going well; Nominating – No committee yet; Programs – Dan will review 
procedures and policies, as well as show the website at April MMGA meeting; Quilt 
Gardens – Bristol—May 19 is planting day (9:00 a.m.) ; Spring Celebration – Will take 
place in early March 2018; working on forming committee; Tree Sale – takes place 
next week. 
   Old Business:  Fair tent – All of the projects are set. Additional volunteers are 
needed; Garden Show Committee – Carol Novy reported about the committee’s first 
meeting on April 4.  Looking at early 2019 for the garden show.  Hoping to use the ECC 
(4-H) building, if available. Jeff checking on costs;  Green Day at the Fair – Earl Bailey 
gave composting presentations last year and plans to volunteer this year too.  More 
volunteers are needed. 
   The next Board meeting is May 10, 2017.  Dan adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, MMGA Board Secretary 
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MMGA Member Meeting 

April 25, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall 

 
      Dan Carlson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 56 members present.  
There were three main parts to the program during the meeting:  First, Dan Carlson provided a guide to 
accessing and using the MMGA webpage. This site includes a schedule of events, links to related sites and a 
slide show of pictures relating to MMGA programs and interests. The “members only” page (password: 
garden15) has a variety of items relating to the association, including bylaws and committee overviews. The 
Broadcaster page contains copies of all Broadcasters back to 2015. Members are encouraged to access the 
website and familiarize themselves with all that is offered there.   Loanne Harms then introduced MMGA 
member, Kate Rink, Director of the Elkhart County 4-H and Agricultural Exposition, Inc. Horticulture Depart-
ment. Kate provided an overview of exhibiting items at Ag Hall during the 4-H fair in July. She noted that one 
individual that had many entries is moving out of the area and the horticulture committee is concerned that 
the loss of that person’s exhibits may leave Ag Hall looking somewhat bare this year. Kate encouraged all 
MMGA members to consider entering an item this summer. She went over the rules for exhibiting .  Mayrea 
Reusser gave an overview of guidelines for various types of exhibits and discussed the monetary awards for 
top winners in each category.  Members were provided with a 10 page guide to exhibiting.   Amber Bowers 
and Sarah Stump of the Campus Center for Young Children (CCYC) presented information about a Nature 
Classroom being developed at their Arbor Ridge campus in Goshen. They discussed ways that nature is 
beneficial for children.  CCYC is trying to become certified as a Nature Explore Playground. They told MMGA 
members they’re looking for assistance in growing plants, talking with the kids, gathering natural materials 
for the playground, etc.  Dan invited the group to have refreshments which were prepared by Debbie Mann, 
Tori Fehr and Karen LaChance. During that break members were encouraged to sign up for the bus trip in 
June, the Fair tent signup and the Ag Hall sign up.  Penny Stroup had plants for sale in support of 4H.  
   Dan reconvened the group for the business meeting. A motion to accept the secretary’s report was made 
by Jay Witmer, seconded by Loanne Harms; motion passed, Anne Regier gave the treasurer’s report: Check-
ing account - $7,009.08; Money Market - $18,756.20; Savings - $137.28; and Petty Cash - $200.00 for a total 
of $26,102.56. Paul Miles moved to approve; seconded by Carol Swartzendruber. Motion carried. Anne also 
shared a thank you note from Kate Rink for ongoing support from MMGA for the Ag Hall horticulture pro-
grams.  Jeff Burbrink gave the Educator’s Report. He presented a Master Gardener Silver Level award to Tori 
Fehr. He also discussed concern that the new Round-Up formula has changed but the name has stayed the 
same. His fear is that the public won’t read the label closely enough to recognize the change. Jeff also re-
minded everyone that Answer Line training will take place this Thursday or Friday (April 27 or 28).  He re-
ported that approximately 50 MMGA members have registered for the new reporting system for volunteer 
and education hours.  He reminded everyone that members must register for themselves, even if they in-
tend to ask Nancy Borkholder to enter ongoing data on their behalf. Announcements:  Garden Tour:  Carol 
Swartzendruber reported that plans and preparation are going well. Rhonda Loucks says volunteers are still 
needed for 1st shift at gardens and that a few are still need for the hospitality center. Gwen Ferland is in 
charge of crafts for the event and asked that if members will be donating craft items for the hospitality 
center to let her know. Tammy O’Rourke is  looking for all types of plants for the plant sale.   Bus Trip:  Tam-
my O’Rourke reminded members that a one-day bus trip is planned for Tuesday, June 20, to two botanical 
gardens in Toledo. The cost of $63 covers the bus, costs to get into the gardens, breakfast, snacks and lunch 
at one of the gardens. If the group decides to stop for dinner on the way home, the meal cost will be the 
responsibility of each member.  Programs:  Loanne Harms said she is still looking for members to assist with 
snacks for the June and October member meetings and is also asking for help with the catered dinner in 
August which is the Garden Troup Appreciation dinner.  Quilt Gardens:  Jenny Schrock announced that she is 
still looking for 2-3 additional people to help plant 63 flats of flowers at the Bristol Quilt Garden on May 19.  
Tree Sale:  Barb Heeter thanked everyone who helped with the tree sale. There was a record 162 pre-sales 
this year. Volunteers unwrapped and rebundled 10,500 trees. Traffic was slow on Saturday. Leftover trees 
were given to a variety of not-for-profit groups.  Old business:  None;  New business: None;  Door prizes 
were won by Margaret Moor, Suzanne Kistler, Connie Garber, Brad Lantzer, Penny Stroup and Ross Kistler. 
Connie Garber moved to adjourn; seconded by Kathleen Cripe. Motion carried; meeting was adjourned at 
8:50.  Next meeting is May 30, 2017. 
Respectfully submitted by Jenny Schrock for Cindy Watson, Secretary 
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