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“DAN’S DIGGINGS”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by DAN CARLSON
Greetings fellow gardeners,
Well, it looks like summer has finally decided to show up.
Will it be hot and humid or cool and nice? Being that we live in Northern
Indiana, probably some of both. Regardless, we continue our gardening tasks
to keep the plants we want thriving, while the weeds seem to do well in all
kinds of weather, no matter what we do.
I’m looking forward to the Garden Walk and to the Fair. For the past ten
years our granddaughters have eagerly anticipated spending fair week with
Carol and me which, of course, includes a day at the fair. When we started
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taking them they were and still are interested in seeing and petting the
animals. Now the rides have become a greater interest, adding to the
expense of the day.

By the time you read this, our bus trip to gardens in Toledo will have been
completed. I’m sure it will have been a great trip. Thanks to the committee
that made all the arraignments.
Don’t forget that our July meeting is on a different day and time. We will be
setting up Ag Hall for the fair on Monday, July 17th at 6:00 p.m. Pizza and
beverages will be provided. Please sign up at the June meeting so we have a
head count for dinner.
Yours in gardening,

Dan Carlson

***A Notice from the Board of Directors***
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media,
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get
the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting.
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

7

Fri.

Garden Tour Set-up

8 a.m.–
12 noon

8

Sat.

Garden Tour

9 a.m.4 p.m.

11

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

17

Mon.

Fair Set-Up and Pizza Party
(in lieu of the monthly member meeting)

6 p.m.

21-29

Fri.Sat.

Elkhart County 4-H Fair

4-20

FriSun.

Indiana State Fair, Indianapolis

8

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

29

Tues.

Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner

6 p.m.
6:30
p.m.

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.
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Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Monday, July 17, Fair Set-up and Pizza Party, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 29 Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 26 Fernwood Botanical Garden
Tuesday, October 24 (NOTE DATE CHANGE) Jason Becker, Fashion Farm,
Pumpkin Magic Through the Years
Tuesday, November 28 Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In, 6:30 p.m.
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 TBA
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm
Board Meetings, SECOND Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, July 11
Tuesday, August 8
Tuesday, September 12
Tuesday, October 10
Tuesday, November 14
Tuesday, December 12
Garden Tour Committee Meetings, FIRST Monday of the Month, Ext. Office Conference Room,
7 p.m. (unless noted)
Friday, July 7 Garden Tour Set-up
Saturday, July 8 Garden Tour

Answer Line is in operation April through
September. Answering machine during
evening hours

Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the AUGUST Broadcaster will be due on JULY 10TH.
Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date.
Thank you.
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JEFF BURBRINK: TICK SEASON HAS ARRIVED
JUNE 13, 2017

Tick season started with a bang several weeks ago and shows no signs of slowing
down. There are about 10 to 15 different species of ticks that live in Indiana. By far
the most common tick brought to our office is the American Dog Tick (Dermacentor
variabilis). This tick can be identified easily by the light and dark brown color
patterns on its body.
The American Dog Tick has a complicated life cycle. Specifically, each development
stage feeds on a different host. As soon as the eggs hatch, usually in the early spring,
the small six-legged larvae attach and feed on small mammals, such as the white-footed mouse and the
meadow vole. After less than a week, they dislodge from their host, shed their skin, and begin to develop
another pair of legs. The second host is another small rodent, which will give the tick enough
nourishment to grow to an adult size. The adult ticks mate and then feed on larger mammals, including
dogs and humans. Adults are most abundant from mid-April to mid-July. Female ticks are known to lay a
lot of eggs.
Ticks are often found in overgrown vacant lots, waste farm fields, hiking trails, ditch banks and other
habitats with tall grass and weeds or low-hanging limbs. They wait on these plants for a suitable host to
brush against them. At that point, they use their barbs and claws to latch on. Once on a suitable host,
they crawl upward and take a blood meal.
The best way to prevent tick exposure is to wear protective clothing and repellents. When possible, stay
on established trails and avoid brushing against vegetation. Wear light-colored clothing, long pants and
long-sleeved shirts so that ticks can be more easily seen. Tuck in your shirt and pull your socks over the
pant cuffs.
Insect repellent can be applied to your shoes, socks, pants and other clothing. Effective tick repellents
are those containing diethyl toluamide (DEET) or picaridin. Penn State has studied both products and
found them to be the most effective and safe when used according to directions. When outdoors,
occasionally check yourself and your children for ticks, especially on the head, groin and underarm area.
Showering after coming indoors may help remove ticks that have not yet attached to the skin.
Ticks are occasionally found in homes. Most often, they hitchhike on humans or pests and end up on
upholstered furniture or crawling out of clothes hampers. In my home, for instance, ticks are most likely
found where our dog likes to snooze and where we disrobe after being outside. Most species cannot live
indoors for very long.
Speaking of dogs, area veterinarians are seeing a large increase in dogs with Lyme disease. Many vets
now are recommending the vaccine for dogs because the disease is becoming so common place.
Interestingly, efforts to market Lyme disease vaccine for humans were withdrawn from the market in the
early 2000s because of irrational fears of vaccines that clinical data cannot back up.
Ticks are known vectors of diseases and should be removed promptly from humans and pets. If a tick is
found attached on your skin, use the following procedure:
• Use blunt forceps or tweezers.
• Grasp the tick as close to the skin surface as possible and pull upward with a steady, even pressure.
• Take care not to squeeze, crush or puncture the tick.
• Do not handle the tick with bare hands because infectious agents may enter via mucous membranes or
breaks in the skin.
• After removing the tick, disinfect the bite site and wash hands thoroughly with soap and water.
• Consult a physician immediately if a rash or flu-like symptoms develop.
For more information about ticks, including control options and colorful identification photos, check out
Purdue Extension’s online tick publication at tiny.cc/e7nkly.

EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.

ANSWER LINE ACTION FOR APRIL BY DAN CARLSON
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The Answer Line handled 45 inquiries in May, for
a total of 59 this season. Several inquiries
concerned lawn diseases, weeds, crabgrass and
types of grasses. Spruce decline and other pine
problems continue as a topic. There have been
requests to identify plants and bugs. Jeff spoke
about bedbugs at our last meeting.
One lady wanted to know what to do about the
woodpecker attacking her house. It is problem this
time of year as they stake out territory and attract
mates.
Another client wanted to know if chickens and their eggs would be harmed if they
fed on an area previously treated with Preen. The active ingredient in Preen is
trifluran. According to the Oregon Extension, trifluran is not harmful to fowl. Why
would you want to take the chance?
Several inquiries dealt with peach leaf curl. This occurs in the spring causing leaves
to become severely distorted, thickened and puckered. It is caused by the fungus,
Taphrina deformans. As its spores form, the leaves become powdery gray in color.
After this, the leaves will turn brown and drop. Diseased twigs become swollen and
stunted, producing curled leaves. Rarely, the flowers and fruit may be infected.
Diseased fruit has shiny, reddish, raised warty spots. There is no secondary infection
during the growing season. The fungus survives the winter as spores on the bark
and buds. Leaf curl is not difficult to control. Applying a dormant fungicide spray
over the entire tree should suffice. Bravo, Carbamate, Ziram, Bordeaux, copper
hydroxide are options.
Jeff will conduct Answer Line training at the Wellfield Botanical Gardens at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, June 28th.
Until next time,
Dan Carlson
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The Garden Grows

I survey my garden every day.
Something always needs tending.
Weeding, watering, and weeding again,
a tomato cage needs mending.
Mulching this and hoeing that,
a never ending war with weeds.
Striving for a bountiful harvest,
hoping to fill some pantry needs.
I hope and watch and wonder,
as the plants increase in size.
Doing all that I know how,
to help the garden survive.
The harvest starts quite early,
with produce for the table,
A good return for all the work,
or as much as you are able.
A garden might lead to aching bones,
but it might relieve an aching head.
Have a connection with the soil you trod,
Find solace in your garden bed.
Garden a little, or garden a lot,
or as much as you are able.
But try to find the blessings,
that extend beyond the table.

Jim Carpenter

4-H FAIRGROUNDS QUILT GARDEN
MAY 22, 2017
Photos by Debbie Mann

Planting Day, May 22
Jim Bare pictured right, is
the Master Gardener Chairperson for the Fairgrounds
Quilt Garden.
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY
GARDEN WORKDAY

May 30, 2017
Photos by Meg Mitzel

The crew is working hard to
follow the planting/crop
rotation layout….sometimes
it can be challenging!

Above, l-r: Heidi Zavatsky,
Sue Stuckman, Anne
Overmyer, Laurette DeToro
Middle, l-r: Laurette DeToro,
Dyanne Zimmerman, Heidi
Zavatsky, Anne Overmyer
Below: Christie Egendoerfer

Christie is weeding the perennial
pollinator bed where
Jerusalem Artichokes
have spread.

AIRPORT COMMUNITY GARDEN

WEEDS, WEEDS, WEEDS!
At the Community Garden,
weeding is a constant and
necessary chore!
Cardboard covered with
mulch, straw between
planting rows and A LOT of
manual labor are used in
the war against the weeds.
We prefer the scoreboard
to read:
Gardeners 1, Weeds 0,
Vegetables for the WIN!

Pictured above:
Tammy O’Rourke
Pictured right:
Dyanne Zimmerman
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MMGA BUS TRIP
SCHEDEL ARBORETUM, ELMORE, OHIO
JUNE 20, 2017

Joe and Marie Schedel lovingly created the gardens around
the Manor House and “the Shack”, their summer home on the
grounds. One of the unique displays is their outstanding
collection of bonsai. The oldest specimen is over 70 years old.
Photos by Tammy O’Rourke

Schedel tour guide,
Elaine, a Master
Gardener herself,
was spunky and
very knowledgeable. The unique
trees on the
property are a
favorite of hers,
and she enjoyed
sharing her
knowledge with us.

MMGA BUS TRIP
TOLEDO BOTANICAL GARDEN, TOLEDO, OHIO
JUNE 20, 2017
The Toledo Botanical Garden dates
back to 1964, and encompasses
over 66 acres. It is part of the
Metroparks of Toledo and it is
visited by more than 180,000
people annually. In 1973 several
small homes and garages were
purchased adjacent to the garden,
and they became the Artists
Village where working art studios
and galleries are home to various
art forms.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE AREA
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, COST AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
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ELKHART COUNTY PARKS www.elkhartcountyparks.org
 Wednesday, July 5, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Bonneyville Mill
County Park
 Wednesday, July 19, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Pumpkinvine
Nature Trail
 Thursday, July 20, 6 p.m., Tower Tunes, Oxbow County
Park
 Thursday, July 27, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, Pumpkinvine Nature
Trail
 Friday, July 28, 1:15 p.m., Reptiles & Amphibians at the 4-H
Fair, Park Stage
FERNWOOD BOTANICAL GARDEN, Niles www.fernwoodbotanical.org
 Sunday, July 9, 1-2:30, From Mints to Milkweeds-Midsummer’s Flowers $
 Sunday, July 9, 4 p.m., Second Sunday Concert
 Saturday, July 15, 7-8:30 p.m., Tallgrass Prairie Walk $
 Friday, July 21, 5:30-9 p.m., Fernwood Friday $

WELLFIELD BONTANIC GARDEN, Elkhart www.wellfieldgardens.org
 Saturday, July 8, 8 a.m. Birdwalk
 Tuesdays, July 11, 18 & 25, 6-8 p.m., Intro to Beekeeping, Pre-register
 Thursdays, July 6, 13, 20 & 27, 7-9 p.m., Groovin’ in Wellfield Garden
CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN www.chicagobotanic.org
 Saturday-Sunday, July 1-2, Wisc./Il. Daylily Society Show
 Saturday-Sunday, July 8-9, Northshore Iris & Daylily
Society Show & Sale
 Saturday-Sunday, July 15-16, Cactus & Succulent Society
of Greater Chicago Show & Sale
 Saturday-Sunday, July 22-23, Ikebana International Show
MEIJER BOTANICAL GARDEN www.meijergardens.org
 Saturday, July 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Grand Valley Daylily Society Show
 Saturday, July 15-16, Standard Flower Show

If you know of any special events in our area that you think would be of interest to our
members, please email them to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com.
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JULY YARD & GARDEN CALENDAR
BY B. ROSIE LERNER, PURDUE EXTENSION CONSUMER HORTICULTURALIST
HOME (Houseplants and indoor activities)

Watch closely houseplants that have been set outdoors. They need more water than they did indoors.
They can dry out rapidly in hot, summer breezes.

Propagate houseplants by taking cuttings from vigorously growing plants. Place cut end in rooting media,
such as perlite, vermiculite or peat moss soil mix. Enclose in plastic, and keep out of direct sunlight.
YARD (Lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits)

Keep newly established plants watered during dry weather. Allow water to penetrate deeply into soil
rather than sprinkling frequently and lightly.

Apply mulch around young plants to help conserve soil moisture and control weeds.

Do not plant bare-root or ball-and-burlap stock at this time of year. Container-grown plants still may be
planted, but only if you can keep them well watered.

Continue a fruit tree spray program to keep diseases and insects under control.

Remove water sprouts (sprouts from the trunk) and suckers (sprouts from the roots) from fruit trees.

For those fortunate growers who have a good crop this year, prop up fruit tree branches that are heavily
loaded with fruit.

Pinch off faded rose blossoms. Continue rose spray program to control insects and diseases.

Many Indiana trees are plagued by “lawn-mower blight.” Be careful to avoid nicking tree trunks while
mowing.

When watering lawns, apply 1 to 1.5 inches of water in a single application per week. Frequent, light
sprinklings will encourage roots to stay shallow, making them more susceptible to drought.

Bluegrass is a cool-season plant and is under great stress during hot, dry summers. If water is not
applied, the bluegrass will become dormant and will turn brown, until more favorable conditions arrive
in autumn. For extreme dry conditions, rescue watering is required to keep the plants alive, while still
dormant. Apply one-half inch of water every 2-4 weeks.

Mow grass one-half inch higher than usual during the dry, summer months to help conserve soil
moisture. Do not mow when lawn is under severe drought stress.

Don’t remove clippings from the lawn unless grass is excessively tall or weedy. Clippings return some
nutrients to the soil and do not add to thatch buildup.
GARDEN (Vegetables, small fruits and flowers)

Supplement natural rainfall, if any, to supply 1 to 1.5 inches of water per week in a single application.

Start seeds of broccoli, cabbage and Brussels sprouts to transplant later for a fall harvest. Harvest crops
such as tomatoes, squash, okra, peppers, beans and cucumbers frequently to encourage further
production.

Complete succession planting of bush beans and sweet corn

Harvest summer squash while small and tender for best quality.

Standard sweet corn is at its peak for only a day or so. The supersweet corn maintains its peak quality for
a longer period. Harvest when silks begin to dry and kernels exude a milky, rather than watery or
doughy, juice when punctured.

Broccoli will form edible side shoots after the main head is removed.

Mulch garden to control weeds and conserve soil moisture.

Make sure potato tubers, carrot shoulders and onion bulbs are covered with soil to prevent
development of green color and off flavors. Applying a layer of mulch will help keep them covered.

Allow blossoms on newly planted everbearing strawberry plants to develop for a fall crop.

July is a good time to fertilize strawberries with .5 pound of actual nitrogen per 100 feet of row.

Harvest raspberries when fully colored and easily separated from stem. After harvest is complete, prune
out the fruiting canes to make room for new growth.

Remove faded blossoms from annual and perennial flowers to prevent seed formation.

Condition flowers cut from the garden for arranging by removing lower leaves, placing cut stem ends in
warm water and storing overnight in a cool location.

The foliage of spring-flowering bulbs can be removed safely after it fades. This also is a good time to lift
the bulbs for transplanting or propagation.
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THE “DON’T TOUCH ME PLANTS”
Glenn Nice, Purdue Extension Weed Science, July 12, 2007

There are several plants that can cause irritation when touched. These are also considered toxic plants and
should not be ingested. The most common of these is the well-known poison ivy, but it is a bit of a
challenge for most people to tell the differences between poison ivy and poison oak. If you spend time in
the woods or gardening in the yard, it would be beneficial to know which plants are the “don’t touch me
plants.” This article looks at several of the plants in Indiana that can produce problems when touched. Some
of you may already have experienced the itch of poison ivy or the burning and welting of stinging nettle.
POISON IVY AND POISON OAK
The telltale sign that you could be looking at poison Ivy
(Toxicodendron radicans - eastern poison ivy or T.
rydbergii - western poison ivy, Indiana has both) or
Atlantic poison oak (T. pubesens) is the characteristic
trifoliate leaf. The two opposite leaflets will have very
little or no petiole and the terminal leaflet will be
extended from the two opposite leaflets. There are other
plants that might have a similar leaf , but it might be wise
to treat everything with this leaf arrangement as potential
poison ivy. According to the USDA plant database, poison
oak has not been reported in Indiana as of yet, but it has
been reported in Illinois . However, although the USDA
Photo Source: M. Ross, Purdue University
has not officially confirmed poison oak in Indiana, I have
received word-of-mouth reports that it is present. Poison ivy can grow as a vine or low shrub. It will climb
trees, power line poles, fences or just about anything available to climb. Poison oak is a shrub with hairy
leaves that have an oak-leaf appearance, hence the name. Both plants produce greenish-white berries
which birds eat, spreading the seed. In the winter time, the berries still have the oils that cause dermatitis
so they need to be avoided also. Decreases in cases of poison ivy in the winter time is most likely due to the
extra clothing worn to fight the cold. The compound that causes all the trouble is urushiol oil or
toxicodendrol . Although sensitivity to urushiol oil can be different for different individuals, very small
amounts are generally required to cause a rash. Sensitivity to the oils can also change as a person gets
older. Although I have spent a fair amount of time in the woods and have come in contact with poison ivy, I
have yet to experience the displeasure of the rash, yet this may change one day. Other people that I know
are often fond of saying, “If I even see the stuff I break out in a rash.” The oils can last for a long time on
surfaces. The use of water alone will not remove the oils and in some cases water alone can spread the oils.
To remove the oils wash skin or clothes with an alkaloid soap. Alcohol will also remove oils . There have
been many proposed treatments of poison ivy dermatitis. In the “Peterson Field Guide to Edible Wild
Plants” it mentions that washing with Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) juice can be used as a home remedy .
A 1902 report in The American Journal of Nursing, it mentions, “…bathing the affected parts with a solution
of sugar of lead (lead acetate), with the addition of laudanum5 .” I can see where the laudanum (an opiate)
would reduce the discomfort, but I would not attempt this at home. The same report mentions turning to a
solution of water, alcohol, witch-hazel, and ammonia.
POISON SUMAC
Poison Sumac A shrub or small tree, poison sumac (T. vernix) can be more toxic than poison ivy. Plants can
grow from six to 20 feet tall. The compound leaves have seven to 13 leaflets with smooth margins and the
leaflets are elliptic to oblong. Flowers are green and approximately 1/16 of an inch in diameter. There are
other sumacs in the state of Indiana that are not toxic. Although poison sumac has been moved to the
Toxicodendron genus, the other sumacs remain in the Rhus genus. The USDA plant database reports
fragrant, winged, smooth, Northern smooth, and staghorn sumac in Indiana and the surrounding states.
These are often used for landscaping. The number of leaflets are often the same between the toxic poison
sumac and its nontoxic counter parts. One way to help identify between the nontoxic sumacs and poison
sumac is that the berries of poison sumac are hairless, drooping, and are green when immature, but then
turn grey-white as they mature. The berries of other non-toxic sumacs often have hairs on the berries and
are red to crimson . Another way poison sumac can be differentiated from the non-toxic sumacs by carefully
looking at the leaves. Poison sumac leaflets are entire and do not have a winged rachis. Non-toxic sumacs
either have serrations on the margins of the leaves, like staghorn sumac (Rhus hirta) and smooth sumac (R.
glabra) or have entire leaves but with a winged rachis, as in winged sumac (R. copallina).

THE “DON’T TOUCH ME PLANTS”
Glenn Nice, Purdue Extension Weed Science, July 12, 2007
Continued
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POISON HEMLOCK
At first glance poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) may appear like wild carrot (Daucus carrota) or some
kind of giant parsley, but it is not a mistake that you should make. Although poison hemlock is more known
for poisonings as a result of ingesting, for example the death of the Greek philosopher Socrates, the plant’s
natural oils may absorb through the skin. So if you find yourself hand pulling poison hemlock, it would be a
good idea to wear gloves. Both poison hemlock and wild carrot belong to the parsley family (Apiaceae).
Both have the characteristic umbel inflorescence of small white flowers and leaves that expand at the
bases sheathing the stems. You can tell poison hemlock apart from its benign cousin, wild carrot, by the
presence of purple blotches on the stem. The leaves of poison hemlock are also sharper in detail compared
to wild carrot.
COW PARSNIP AND GIANT HOGWEED
Also members of the parsley family, both these plants can cause a reaction to sunlight called
phytophotodermatitis. However, the reaction from giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) is more
severe than that of cow parsnip (H. maximum), resulting in large blisters and red to purple rashes that can
scar. Giant hogweed is NOT common in Indiana; only two plants have been reported to date as of writing
this article. However, it has been reported in 11 counties in Michigan. Cow parsnip, although not that
common, can be found in Indiana and is often confused with giant hogweed. Reactions to both these two
plants are dependent on an individual’s sensitivity, but they both require ultraviolet light to cause damage.
The compounds found in these plants that cause this reaction are suspected to be used in these plants as
protection against UV light because of their ability to absorb UV light. The first indication that you are
looking at giant hogweed is the plants sheer stature. Giant hogweed can reach a height of 15 feet tall. Its
stems can be up to 4 inches in diameter, and its leaves can be 5 feet broad. Even the inflorescence is large,
up to 2.5 feet wide. Cow parsnip can reach up to 8 feet, but are more commonly 4 to 5 feet tall. The stem
has a diameter of at most 2 inches and leaves can get up to 2.5 feet broad. Although cow parsnip has lobed
leaves, they are not as detailed and deeply loped as giant hogweed’s. The stems of cow parsnip are green
or light purple and have fine hairs giving it a fuzzy appearance, but giant hogweed has coarse hairs and
purple blotches. These hairs are most noticeable where they circle the stem at the nodes.
STINGING NETTLE
Stinging nettle (Urtica dioica L.) is a very common sight in the
woods, on the banks of rivers, and in waste areas in Indiana.
Touching stinging nettle can produce itching and welts; walking
though stinging nettle with shorts or sandals is not advised.
Stinging nettle is armed with small hairs that, when touched, can
inject a cocktail of histamine, serotonin, acetylcholine and formic
acid. Histamine causes an immune reaction in the body, serotonin
and acetylcholine are neural transmitters and formic acid is the
same compound involved in bee stings and fire ant bites. Stinging
nettle often grows in patches and can become quite tall, growing
up to 5 feet, but I generally see it between 2 to 3 feet tall. Stems
are unbranched and leaves are opposite, egg shaped and with Photo Source: Uwe H. Friese, Bremerhaven 2003
serrated margins. Stinging nettle can be confused with a couple
other plants in Indiana, such as white snakeroot (Ageratina altissima or Eupatorium rugosum), Canadian
clearweed (Pilea pumila), and smallspike false nettle (Boehmeria cylindrical ). To identify stinging nettle,
look carefully at the stems to see if the obvious stinging hairs are present.
SPURGES
The plants in North America that belong to the group of plants called the spurges (Euphorbia spp. or
Chamaesyce spp.) often have a milky sap that is an acrid latex compound. This sap is a mild skin irritant, but
is also poisonous and is considered a carcinogenic. Like cow parsnip and giant hogweed above, exposure to
the sun induces irritation. There are many plants that belong to this group. They include such notables as
poinsettia, prostrate spurge, spotted spurge, and leafy spurge. This is a large group of plants that includes
several species, but a common uniting feature is a three chambered ovary leading to a three lobed capsule.
If you have ever inspected a Christmas poinsettia you would see these capsules nestled in the colorful
bracts of the plant.
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

MMGA Board Meeting
May 9, 2017
6:00 p.m. Extension Office
Present: Jeff Burbrink, Dan Carlson, Kathleen Cripe, Connie Garber, Dianna Jackson, Carol Novy,
Anne Regier, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Ron Troyer, Cindy Watson. Absent: Amy McLaughlin, Kathy
Radican, Bill Roberts
Dan welcomed the group and called the meeting to order. Connie Garber moved that the April
Secretary’s report be approved and Jenny seconded; motion passed. Anne presented the
Treasurer’s report. The checking account balance is $7,834.16; money market balance is
$18,757.75; savings balance is $137.29; and cash on hand is $200.00, for a total of $26,929.20. Anne
added a line for the bus trip. A letter from Purdue was received; they received our check. Kathleen
moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted, Ron seconded; motion passed. Jeff presented the
Educator’s Report. A year ago the board approved the purchase of $120 worth of reference books.
They were not purchased at that time and Jeff needs approval for this budget year. Jenny motioned
to approve the purchase; Dianne seconded; motion passed. Reporting system is going fairly well. The
old hours were imported with some errors. Nancy went through print-outs and half were accurate;
no problems with what had been registered so far. This is happening statewide. A blackberry grower
was hit by Round-up drift—enough to cause injury and a lot of the bushes won’t recover. Will have to
prune canes. It cost the grower a year of production. The state chemist is coming. The farmer
(Amish) didn’t want to start a fight so he never filed a complaint. The law for pesticide drift is that the
sprayer (field owner) is responsible for trespassing if drift hits another owner’s field. 24D and
Roundup is not affecting Mare’s Tail. Committee Reports (committees not listed had no report):
Answer Line – Full roster with 20 added through training and more want to help. Broadcaster –
Things are going well. Class Updates – The 2016 class is working on fair presentations. Community
Gardens – Too rainy and cold but they’re going out next Tuesday. Fair Board – Dean Morehouse is
the Fair Marshall. $145,431.64 from prom to be used for the open air arena. Lippert is helping Kate
plant the fairgrounds. Master study plan—Kate reported that Ag Hall needs storage. Fair Set Up –
Kathleen said there’s a good start for sign up for set-up on July 17, 6:00 p.m. for pizza after set up.
Garden Tour –Books and flyers are being printed and should be done at the end of the week.
Merchandise and crafts are coming along. Merchandise – Assuming things are going well. Programs –
All arranged. Quilt Gardens – Bristol – May 19 is planting day (9:00 a.m.). Goshen – planting on May
23. Need someone to till the garden. (Jeff to contact Jim about the tilling.) Jim Bare is stepping down
as chair of the Goshen garden. An announcement will be made at the May members meeting to seek
a new chairperson. Set up – Things are fine. Speakers Bureau – Getting inquiries. Spring Celebration
– Working on a date—first or second Saturday of March 2018. Tree Sale – Saturday went ok; trees
were leftover. Webmaster – Posted a link for on-line instructions for reporting hours. Old Business:
Fair tent – More volunteers are needed. Garden Show Committee – 14 members so far. Will be
looking at ECC building at next meeting. Bus Trip – signed up 30+. Looking at shifting to a smaller bus
as well as reducing gratuity and snacks to save costs. Looking for the board to approve funds to cover
the difference between $63 cost per person for full-size bus and $70-75 per person for smaller bus.
Would still charge participants $63 each. Jenny made a motion for the board to approve the budget
covering the shortfall for the smaller bus; Connie seconded; motion passed. New Business: Ron
shared about a fund-raising opportunity selling concessions and programs during the 2017 Notre
Dame Football season. We would need to run or find volunteers to run a concession stand
throughout the season. Good money but is a nightmare. Ron would not recommend. The committee
agreed that it wouldn’t be something to be involved in at this time. Dan provided a suggested rewrite of the Board Chairperson position. Bylaws were discussed and further discussion was tabled
until the June Board meeting. Personnel issues were discussed as well. The next Board meeting will
be held June 13, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Craig; seconded by
Jenny; motion passed.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, MMGA Board Secretary
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MMGA Member Meeting
May 30, 2017
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall
Dan Carlson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. There were 62 members
present. Loanne introduced the program speaker, Valerie Kirk, who spoke about plant propagation and
preparing plants for the July 8 Garden Tour plant sale. Valerie encouraged the group to use excellence
in preparing plants for the sale. Look at plants from the customer’s perspective. What do we want to
know/see when buying plants? Consider those same aspects when preparing plants for sale; a good
deal, healthy, helpful information, good-looking. Place in pots early on so that they have a chance to
root and grow into healthy plants. Include information about the plant-sun/shade, name, etc. Following the presentation Dan shared that there were four seats left for the upcoming bus trip--$63 each.
Other sign-ups were available as well. Jay Whitmer talked about the evening’s refreshments which
were all made from recipes in the MG Cookbook. Bonnie, Anne O., Heidi, Brad and Jay prepared a wonderful array of foods for the group to sample and cookbook sales were up! Dan reconvened the group
for announcements and the business meeting. Announcements: Mayrea – brought tomato and pepper
plants to share. Gail- 410 pounds of plastic caps were collected and another green bench will be created. Anne O- Garden Tour preparations were winding down and thanked all who had helped. LoanneGarden Tour appreciation dinner would be August 29. Rhonda-Urged each person to provide 2-3 dozen cookies for the Garden Tour. Ruth-Merchandise (cookbooks and gloves) selling well. Jim BareThere was a good turnout for planting the Goshen Quilt Garden. Weeding to be done every other week
with the Extension Homemakers weeding on the alternate weeks. He is stepping down as chairperson
and a new chair is needed to meet with Maryann Lienhart-Cross to plan the garden. Barb-All the bills
have been paid from the Tree Sale. $1,189.73 profit was made following a record number of pre-sales.
St. Joseph County would not have a sale again in 2018 and would likely help increase our pre-sales once
again. Trees would soon be selected for the 2018 sale. She also shared that the Four Winds Garden
Club is having their annual plant sale on Saturday, June 3, with proceeds going to the Wellfield Memorial
Garden. The sale is being held at Bethel UMC in Elkhart from 8:30-1:30 and there will be soup for sale
and a boutique. Dan-An archivist is needed, please consider, contact Dan. Sue-The Community Garden
was planted today and is full. Straw has been laid between the rows and a pile of black soil is available
for potting plants. Dan invited a motion to accept the Secretary’s report; Loanne Harms motioned to
accept and Karen LaChance seconded; motion passed. Anne Regier presented the Treasurer’s report.
Checking account – $6,642.83; Money Market – $18,757.75; Savings – $137.29; Cash – $200; Total –
$25,737.87. Jim Bare motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report; Craig Stiver seconded; motion passed.
Jeff provided the Educator’s report. He brought along samples of bed bugs in a jar that had been
brought into the office earlier in the day. Back in the 1920’s and 1930’s people learned to live with
them. DDT destroyed them but bed bugs are immune to most pesticides now. He spoke with a group of
social workers who visited homes with bed bugs and urged them to remove all clothes in the attached
garage before entering their home. There are two current treatment processes done by professionals.
One is an insecticide, and if used, dogs cannot be brought back into a home that has been treated with
the insecticide. A second treatment is done using high heat which can reach 150 degrees in the walls.
Always make sure follow-up is done. Home remedies do not work. Jeff said on the north side of Elkhart
6 out of 10 dogs tested were positive for Lyme disease. In Goshen, it’s 1 out of 10. To avoid ticks, use
repellent and tuck pants into socks when walking or working outside. Jeff also shared that if you have
clover in your lawn, fertilize it. Jeff reported that approximately 50 MMGA members have registered for
the new reporting system for volunteer and education hours. He reminded everyone that members
must register for themselves. Dan works Wednesdays and would be willing to help individuals. Other
tidbits from Jeff: Help is needed organizing Kids Day activities on Wednesday of the Fair week. Applications are available for the new MG class. It’s looking like a large group. The native long horn beetle is
showing up and bores holes in trees. The Asian long horn beetle has been found in Cincinnati. As there
were no door prizes this evening, Dan announced that the next meeting would be June 27. A motion to
adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Carpenter; second by Connie Garber.
Respectfully submitted, Cindy Watson, Secretary

“Fireworks are flowers in the
garden sky.” -Jarod Kintz
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The Michiana Master Gardeners Association is a not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to the improvement of the community.
Members of the Association have completed the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, working in affiliation
with the Purdue Extension Service of Elkhart County. Its specific aim is to improve the quality of life in the community by providing
information and technical assistance in the area of home horticulture through the use of trained and certified volunteers.
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