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“DAN’S DIGGINGS”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by DAN CARLSON
Greetings fellow gardeners,
I really like to cut my grass. I enjoy the smell of newly mown grass and
I look forward to the birds. More often than not, the sound of my
mower is like a dinner bell for the tree and barn swallows that live near
me. As I ride around on my mower they weave, dive, and swoop around
me catching the insects that are stirred up from the grass. I marvel how
they are able to barely miss me and the mower. The other day, my
neighbor told me the birds were attacking him as he cut the grass. He

Page 2

agreed with my description of a swallow, so he had little to fear, as they
were just coming for a bug dinner.
Wasn’t the Garden Walk a great event? All the time and work the
committee put in surely showed in the way the event took place.
Thanks to all. Special thanks for the weather that day. The day before
was a bit shaky, but Saturday was perfect! We need to look forward to
the August Appreciation Dinner to thank those homeowners who
opened their gardens to us. I’m sure they all put in extra effort to make
their gardens extra special for us.
The bus trip to Toledo was blessed with by the same good weather.
The trip was comfortable, fun, the gardens beautiful, and the food
great. Thanks to all who made the event happen.
Once again, MMGA is deeply involved in the County Fair. Master
gardeners will be working in Ag Hall helping with displays and
answering questions. Some will be participating in the plant and food
competitions. Several will be helping kids learn about gardening in the
Kids Tent. Many have helped with some of the plantings and
decorations. Thanks to all!
Yours in gardening,
Dan Carlson

***A Notice from the Board of Directors***
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media,
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get
the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting.
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

3

Thurs.

Garden Tour Wrap-up Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

8

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

29

Tues.

Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, Ag Hall

12

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

26

Tues.

Monthly Member Meeting Fernwood Botanical Garden

7 p.m.

6:30
p.m.

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.
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Member Meetings, LAST Tues. of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, August 29 Garden Tour Appreciation Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 26 Fernwood Botanical Garden
Tuesday, October 24 (NOTE DATE CHANGE) Jason Becker, Fashion Farm,
Pumpkin Magic Through the Years
Tuesday, November 28 Thanks-for-Giving Carry-In, 6:30 p.m.
No Meeting for December due to holidays
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 TBA
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm
Board Meetings, SECOND Tues. of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, August 8
Tuesday, September 12
Tuesday, October 10
Tuesday, November 14
Tuesday, December 12

Answer Line is in operation April through September. Answering machine during evening
hours

AUGUST 4-20, 2017
www.indianastatefair.com
Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the September Broadcaster will be due on AUGUST 10TH.
Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date.
Thank you.
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JEFF BURBRINK: CORN HAS CONSTANTLY
IMPROVED OVER LAST CENTURY
JUNE 11, 2017

Science has played a huge role in improvement of crops over the
past 100 years.
Corn, for instance, is more drought-tolerant, more disease
resistant and less prone to insect damage. The plant is much more
efficient at utilizing nitrogen now, moving from more than 1.5
pounds needed per bushel to just over 1 pound of nitrogen today.
Seeds are also more cold tolerant now, allowing growers to spread the planting
season over a few more weeks. With all of the improvements, yields have risen
dramatically, and are now routinely going more than 200 bushels per acre in
average growing conditions.
It might surprise some people to know that most of the corn we raise in this
community is not consumed by people. Most of our local corn is fed to livestock as a
source of energy, but some is used for ethanol production, glucose and fructose
sweeteners, and many other uses.
The benefits of science have extended to other types of corn, also. Sweet corn, for
instance, occurs as a natural variation from the starchy field corn that is commonly
grown. Plant breeders have been able to isolate the genes that keep sugars from
being converted into starch, which makes the sweet corn taste oh so much better.
Popcorn too has been improved. Plant breeders, including Indiana native Orville
Redenbacher, sorted through tens of thousands of varieties of maize to find better
popcorn characteristics, such as thinner hulls, fewer un-popped kernels and
improved flavor. The breeders even focused efforts on finding varieties that would
adapt to the new microwave ovens when those ovens became popular.
Other specialty corns have been developed for consumer products, such as tortilla
chips and flour, taco shells, corn chips and hominy. The breeders have even
introduced corns of different colors, including white, blue and yellow grains, to meet
consumer needs.
The emergence of corn as a major crop has spawned another side industry that
has benefited our county a great deal. Someone needs to grow the seed for these
hybrids to be planted. Because of the well-drained soils we have, and the access to
large quantities of water in our aquifers, the seed production industry has settled in
our region. This value-added industry is a great benefit to our local growers, who
can get premiums over growing regular field corn if they can meet the industry’s
exacting standards.

EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.

ANSWER LINE ACTION FOR JUNE BY DAN CARLSON
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The Answer Line handled 46 inquires in June,
nine of which were at the Farmer’s Market. That
makes 105 inquiries handle so far this season.
There were quite a few insect identifications
made during the month: carpenter ants, aphids,
oakworm caterpillar, flea beetles to name a few.
An interesting one was a masked hunter,
reduvius personatus. It is also called the masked
bed bug hunter. The picture sent in was of the
nymph. It has the curious habit of camouflaging
itself with dust, lint, and other small items. The
adults have a small head with a recognizable neck. The wings appear leathery
and are held horizontally and overlapping. The adults and the nymphs have
three-segmented piecing mouth parts tucked
back between their front legs when not in
use. The masked hunter is a nocturnal
hunter. They are not a reliable method for
eliminating bed bugs or other unwanted
guests. Be careful if you catch one as its bite
is very painful!
(Sources: Penn State
Extension, Masked Hunter and University of
Minnesota, Insects, Masked Hunters)
One inquiry concerned the use of duck
manure as fertilizer. Poultry pee and poop in
Reduvius Personatus
one
slimy,
stinky package is high in nutrients, especially
phosphorus and nitrogen. It is too “hot” to use
directly on plants and should be composted
before use. Composting one part manure with
four parts straw is an option. Source: Modern
Farmer Manure Guide.
On June 28th, Jeff held field training for six
Answer Line volunteers at the Wellfield Botanical
Gardens in Elkhart. We saw several different
bugs, some weeds and diseases on a few plants.
We also used a Purdue grass identifying program
to identify several grasses growing there.
Until next time,
Dan Carlson

Page 7

BUCKWHEAT, OKRA AND COW PEAS
BY JIM CARPENTER

There are many reasons why a person might like to garden. A lot of these
reasons are similar as most of us like to make something from the soil that we
might enjoy as either beauty or food. Also, I think, there is a certain
satisfaction a person experiences in working with the soil, tending young
plants, and planning out a successful growing season. There is a physical
component, a mental component, and, I think, a spiritual component.
I suppose another thing people like about gardening is how it is such a
customized activity. No two people garden exactly the same. You decide just
what to plant and where and how to plant it. While you cannot control
everything that might happen in a garden, you are certainly responsible for a
great deal of its success or failure.
I suppose for me one of the elements of gardening that I truly enjoy is how
many different things you can experiment with in the garden from year to
year. This might be from planting new types of vegetables or flowers to trying
new ways of mulching or watering. Also, I have tried many different ways to
support tomatoes, cucumbers, pole beans, etc. Some of these trial and error
things have proved successful while some of them fell into the “error'
category and will not be used again.
I have sowed buckwheat seed to
be used as a warm weather cover
crop off and on for many years. I
plant it in areas of the garden that
get harvested early so it can grow
and then be tilled under to add
nutrients and organic matter to the
soil. This works well with one
exception: it matures very quickly
and produces seeds in a short
period of time. If you let it go to
seed it will produce more buckwheat plants in a never ending cycle until the
first frost. This was never a problem when I used it in the parts of the garden
that I till. However, when I started using it in my raised beds it quickly became
a nuisance 'weed' that I continually need to pull up before it goes to seed. I
suspect I will be dealing with this problem for many years. On the plus side, it
does pull very easily.
As for the okra, I have grown it several times and am growing it again this
year. I tried to grow it last year and actually grew a number of seedlings on
my back porch and transplanted them to the garden when it warmed up. This
was working well until I had eye surgery in early spring and my vision was

BUCKWHEAT, OKRA AND COW PEAS, CONTINUED
BY JIM CARPENTER
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compromised for several months. Fortunately, I had planted much of my
garden before this happened. After the eye surgery I still tried to keep my
garden in decent shape by pulling weeds as best I could with my compromised
vision.
As the growing season progressed, my
wife questioned me about the okra I had
planted. Much to my chagrin, I realized I
had pulled every one of my okra plants!
With my limited vision I had mistaken them
for weeds. More specifically, the leaves
were similar to the emerging buck wheat
plants that I was trying so hard to eradicate.
I am hoping for better luck this year.
That brings us to the cow peas. Several
years ago, while visiting a museum in Pioneer Village at Spring Mill State Park,
I came across a very old recipe on how to make black ink to be used for
writing. I am familiar with various plants that can be used to make ink and
have made ink from many of them and was intrigued with this recipe which
calls for boiling maple bark and cow peas to make a black ink.
Cow peas are not that
common in northern
climates, but are a staple
in the south.
I was
intrigued. It was several
years until I managed to
come across some seed. I
believe it was at the
Porter County Garden
Show just this last
January. So I now have a number of cow pea plants growing in my garden.
The ink recipe I came across was not specific at all. I have no idea how much
or what kind of maple bark I need or the quantity of cow peas that need to be
in it. I also don't know how long I need to boil this mixture. I have not been
able to find even a hint of this particular ink formulation on google. So this
Particular activity will have to be trial and error. Once again though,
experimentation with growing something different in the garden adds to my
enjoyment of gardening.
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PHOTOS

Envirofest at Wellfield Gardens
Friday, July 14, Lori HuynhPorter, Sue Bumgardner and Bill
Albaugh represented MMGA at
the Wellfield Garden’s Envirofest
event. Many visitors and
gorgeous weather made for a
successful evening in the
gardens.
l-r: Lori Huynh-Porter,
Sue Bumgardner
(photo by Bill Albaugh)

Garden Tour
Plant ID
June 26 & 27
Top Photo pictured l-r:
Gaye Yoder, Homeowner
Christie Egendoerfer,
J. Whitmer
Ruth Middleton,
Amy McLaughlin,
Mary Morgan,
Ross Kistler,
Carol Swartzendruber,
Anne Overmyer,
Marilyn Horvath,
Marcia Chambers
Photos by Debbie Mann

GARDEN TOUR RECIPE
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There was A LOT of chatter about these little chocolate cookies at the
Garden Tour, and the baker, Mary Davis was kind enough to share her
recipe with us. They are bite-sized, fudgy, decadent little disks of heaven! A bonus, they have a darling name, “Chocolate Smooches”….what’s
not to love!
CHOCOLATE SMOOCHES
Recipe by Mary Davis
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
4 ounces unsweetened chocolate, chopped
6 Tbs. unsalted butter, cut up
1/2 cup flour
2 Tbs. unsweetened cocoa (not Dutch process)
1/4 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup sugar
3 eggs
1 1/2 tsp. vanilla
Melt chocolate, chips and butter in microwaves, zapping briefly, then
stirring, repeating until melted. Let cool. Sift flour, baking powder, cocoa and salt together. Beat eggs, sugar and vanilla in electric mixer with
paddle until pale and frothy, about 2 minutes. Scrape in chocolate, mix
on low; add flour, mix on low. Cover and chill about 1 hour. Use 1 1/4
inch ice cream scoop or heaping teaspoon to shape small balls. Place 2
inches apart on parchment lined baking sheets. Bake in 350 degree oven, until puffed and set but still soft in center, about 10 minutes. Remove to wire rack to cool.
Mary’s notes: These are a little soft when removed from oven, but do
NOT overbake! I let them cool maybe 30 seconds to a minute on cookie
sheet and then move to rack.
Also, the original recipe said to only melt 1 cup of the chips at beginning
and stir other cup in at the very end, so if you think you’d like the
crunch, feel free-I like the pure, smooth chocolate.
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ELKHART COUNTY QUILT GARDENS
www.quiltgardens.com

The following is a list of the 2017 Quilt Gardens
along the Heritage Trail. It is the 10th Anniversary
of the Quilt Garden Project, and you won’t want to
miss this anniversary year’s stunning displays. You
can find a complete description of the gardens,
descriptions of the quilt patterns, descriptions of the
plants used in the gardens, a touring map and information about the 56 Seward
Johnson life-size bronze sculptures and the 25-foot tall, 27,000 pound monumental
scale sculpture in the Central Park garden.
ELKHART

Central Park - Autumn Blaze garden - Waterfall Drive & Franklin Street

Concord Town Center - Floral Fiesta Garden & Jazz It Up Mural, 3701 South Main
Street

Downtown Elkhart - Premier Arts - The Amazing Technicolor Dream Quilt Garden,
Main & Marion Streets

Linton’s Enchanted Gardens - Hope Blooms Bright Garden, 315 CR 17

Ruthmere - Elkhart Founder Homestead Garden, 302 East Beardsley

Wellfield Botanic Gardens - Window to Waters Garden & Pinwheels & Ribbons of
Hope Mural, 1011 North Main
GOSHEN

Elkhart County 4-H Fairgrounds - 4 Cornerstones of 4-H Garden, 17746 CR 34

Elkhart County Courthouse - Goshen on Fire Garden, 101 North Main Street

Old Bag Factory - Burns Building Blocks Garden & Miles II Variation Mural - 1100
North Chicago Avenue
MIDDLEBURY

Das Dutchman Essenhaus - Vibrant Blooms in Dresden Plate Garden & Double
Wedding Ring Mural, 240 US 20

Dutch Country Market - Dutch Country Windmill Garden, 11401 CR 16

Krider Garden - Krider Star Point Garden, 302 West Bristol Street

Martin Ace Hardware - A Burst of Joy Garden & American Made Mural, 103
Crystal Heights Boulevard

The Barn Door - Diamonds Are Forever Garden, 52886 State Road 13
NAPPANEE

Coppes Commons - Coppes Diamonds Garden, 500 East Lincoln Street

Dutch Village Market - Dutch Dreamcatcher Garden, 700 North Tomahawk Trail

Nappanee Center - Chamber of Commerce Crossroads of Nappanee Garden, 302
West Market Street
BRISTOL

Elkhart County Historical Museum - Pinwheel Garden, 304 West Vistula Street (SR
120)
WAKARUSA

Downtown - Sunshine In Flowers Garden & Dancing Leaves Mural, 116 South
Elkhart Street
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE AREA
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS, COST AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

ELKHART COUNTY PARKS www.elkhartcountyparks.org
 Wednesday, August 2, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Cobus Creek
County Park
 Thursday, August 10, 6-7:30 p.m., Tower Tunes Oxbow
County Park
 Saturday, August 12, 1-4 p.m., Sparrow ID Workshop, Oxbow County Park
 Saturday, August 12, 1-4 p.m., DeFries Calendar Garden
Tour, River Preserve County Park (free)
 Wednesday, August 16, 8-10 a.m., Birdwalk, Oxbow County
Park
 Thursday, August 17, 6 p.m., Hiking Club, River Preserve
 Saturday, August 19 10-11 a.m., Bonneyville Bike Hike, Bonneyville County Park
 Sunday, August 20, 1-5 p.m., 50 Year Festival, Oxbow County Park
FERNWOOD BOTANICAL GARDEN, Niles www.fernwoodbotanical.org
 Friday, August 4, 7-8 p.m., Twelfth Night
 Sunday, August 6, 1-2:30 p.m., Pressing Plants
 Saturday, August 12, 9:30-11 a.m., Tallgrass Prairie Walk
 Sunday, August 13, 4-5 p.m., Second Sunday Concert

WELLFIELD BONTANIC GARDEN, Elkhart www.wellfieldgardens.org
 Thursdays, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 7-9 p.m., Groovin’ in Wellfield Garden
 Saturday, August 12, 8 a.m. Birdwalk
 Saturday, August 26, 11 am.-6 p.m., Taste of the Gardens
CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN www.chicagobotanic.org
 Saturday-Sunday, August 12-13, Gardeners of the North Shore Show & Sale
 Saturday-Sunday, August 18-19-20, Mid-America Bonsai Society Show & Sale
MEIJER BOTANICAL GARDEN www.meijergardens.org
 Saturday-Sunday, August 26-27, Dahlia Show

LURIE GARDEN www.luriegarden.org
 Friday, August 18, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Guided Pollinator Walk
 Saturday, August 19, 10 a.m.-12 noon, Seed Saving Workshop
 Friday, August 25, 8-9 a.m., Gardener’s Plant Walk

AUGUST YARD & GARDEN CALENDAR
BY B. ROSIE LERNER, PURDUE EXTENSION CONSUMER HORTICULTURALIST
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HOME (Indoor plants and activities)

Take cuttings from plants such as impatiens, coleus, geraniums and wax begonias




to overwinter indoors. Root the cuttings in media such as moist vermiculite, perlite,
peat moss or potting soil, rather than water.
Order spring-flowering bulbs for fall planting.
Cut flowers from the garden to bring a little color indoors or dry for everlasting
arrangements.

YARD (Lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits)

Check trees and shrubs that have been planted in recent years for girdling damage









by guy wires, burlap or ropes.
Don’t fertilize woody plants now. It stimulates late growth that will not have time
to harden off properly before winter.
Hand-prune and destroy bagworms, fall webworms and tent caterpillars.
Pears are best ripened off the tree, so do not wait for the fruit to turn yellowish on
the tree. Harvest pears when color of fruit changes – usually from a dark green to a
lighter green – and when the fruit is easily twisted and removed from the spur.
Prune out and destroy the raspberry and blackberry canes that bore fruits this year.
They will not produce fruit again next year, but they may harbor insect and disease
organisms.
If weather turns dry, keep newly established plants well watered. New plants
should receive 1 to 1.5 inches of water every week to 10 days.
Begin seeding new lawns or bare spots in established lawns in mid-August through
mid-September.

GARDEN (Flowers, vegetables and small fruits)

Keep the garden well watered during dry weather and free of weeds, insects and













disease.
Complete fall garden planting by direct-seeding carrots, beets, kohlrabi, kale and
snap beans early this month. Lettuce, spinach, radishes and green onions can be
planted later in August and early September. Don’t forget to thin seedlings to
appropriate spacing as needed.
Harvest onions after the tops yellow and fall, then cure them in a warm, dry, wellventilated area. The necks should be free of moisture when fully cured in about a
week’s time.
Harvest potatoes after the tops yellow and die. Potatoes also need to be cured
before storage.
Pick beans, tomatoes, peppers and squash often to encourage further production.
Harvest watermelon when several factors indicate ripeness – the underside ground
spot turns from whitish to creamy yellow; the tendril closest to the melon turns
brown and shrivels; the rind loses its gloss and appears dull; and the melon
produces a dull thud, rather than a ringing sound when thumped.
Harvest sweet corn when kernels are plump and ooze a milky juice when punctured
with your fingernail. If the liquid is watery, you’re too early; if the kernels are
doughy, you’re too late.
Keep faded flowers pinched off bedding plants to promote further flowering and
improve plant appearance.
Spade or till soil for fall bulb planting, and add a moderate amount of fertilizer.

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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GARDEN SHOW-BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS BY EARL BAILEY
The Michiana Master Gardeners are getting our hearts and heads together to plan a GARDEN
SHOW. Think of the tremendous opportunities for anyone who desires to help. Even the
seemingly little things can go a long way.
One of the plans is to put together a book sale as part of the show. This would be basically
pre-owned books that individuals can find and donate. They could be from many places, like
reorganizing our own collection, garage sales or personal friends. Even my own collection
could use some sorting.
There are many subject to consider, such as basic gardening, flowers, soil building, ecology,
the environment and composting. There are the more advanced versions of these subjects,
plus many more ways to study and build our gardens and landscaping projects to display and
enjoy.
The Garden Show is not around the immediate corner, so we have the time to think and
consider how to put it all together and make it work and be a great show and a fun time
putting it all together. Meeting people, searching in some of the more out of the way places,
considering the many facets of plants, flowers, trees, general plantscapes, ponds, shade
gardening, shrubs, ornamental grasses, garden art, lighting and so much more will make it as
much fun as having the state conference. For more information about the book sale, contact
Earl Bailey.
SPOTLIGHT ON SPEAKER’S BUREAU BY MARTILYN HORVATH
There is almost a season for Speakers Bureau requests.
They begin in early January, pick up steam in March and
peak in April and May. There must be something about our
winters that sparks the desire to learn about green growing
things when the land is cold and gray. An old saying is,
“Hope springs eternal in the human heart”. I wonder if that
could be switched a bit to read, “The hope of Spring is
eternal in the human heart.”
Michiana Master Gardeners who have represented our
organization lately by doing presentations are as follows:
Mary Ann Martin, introduced by Dan Carlson, spoke to
about 30 Faith UM Church women on May 9. Her topic was
Herbs, including herbal teas and uses in cooking. I wish I could have heard that one!
Gwen Ferland spoke to a small, but enthusiastic group at Ruthmere on “Roses 101” on May
27 and again on June 17. She was assisted by Susanne Gray. Gwen reports she will be
exploring other topics.
New Master Gardener Intern Tom Havens spoke to a group of about 30 youth at Goshen
Public Library on June 26. After a short presentation, the youth planted alongside the building
and then got to take home both a plant and a “scratcher”. Librarian Tina Ervin was
enthusiastic about the event and the speaker. Thanks to Tom for volunteering with short
notice.
We are privileged to have such talents representing MMGA so well. Thanks to Mary Ann,
Dan, Gwen, Tom and Susanne for your efforts. A big wish for success to the interns doing
their ‘gig’ at the Elkhart County Fair! As they say in show biz, ‘Break a leg!’
Thank you, Marilyn Horvath, Speaker’s Bureau Chairman
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
SUMMER RECIPES FROM FANCHEON RESLER

Marinated Garden Vegetables
About 4 cups of unpeeled, quartered tomatoes
1 cup bell pepper strips (different colors)
½ cup thinly sliced onion
other salad vegetables in season (cucumbers, broccoli, etc.)
1 clove garlic, minced
2 tablespoons snipped fresh basil,
other herbs as desired (chives, thyme,
parsley)
½ cup salad oil
¼ cup vinegar
1 tablespoon sugar
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon black pepper
1 tablespoon prepared mustard
Prepare vegetables and herbs and place in large bowl. (Roma type tomatoes
are especially good for this recipe.) Mix together all other ingredients,
whisking to combine well. Pour over vegetables and marinate over night. Stir
and drain slightly to serve.

Adams County Fair Cole Slaw

1 large head of cabbage shredded
1 carrot shredded
1/3 cup sugar
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
¼ cup milk
¼ cup buttermilk
½ cup mayonnaise
1 ½ tablespoons white vinegar
2 ½ tablespoons lemon juice
Combine cabbage and carrot in large bowl with cover. Combine all dressing
ingredients in jar with lid and shake well. Pour over vegetables and mix
through. Refrigerate at least 2 hours and up to 5 days.

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
SUMMER RECIPES FROM FANCHEON RESLER
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Farmers' Market Corn Salad
6 salad servings
6 tablespoons olive oil, divided
1 cup finely minced red onion
2 teaspoons chili powder
3 cups fresh corn kernels
1 cup diced red bell pepper

1 cup diced green bell pepper
1 cup seeded, diced tomato
¼ cup chopped cilantro
3 tablespoons vinegar

Heat 2 tablespoons oil in a small skillet over medium heat
and cook onion 2-5 minutes. Add chili powder and cook 1
minute more. Cool in a bowl. Cook corn on the cob 5
minutes; cool and cut off kernels. Add corn, peppers, and
tomatoes to onion. Fold in cilantro. Whisk together
remaining 4 tablespoons oil and vinegar; drizzle over salad
and toss to combine. Refrigerate or serve immediately.

Minted Fruit
4 salad or dessert servings
8 cups fresh in-season fruit such as blueberries, cantaloupe, watermelon,
strawberries, and honeydew
¼ cup sugar
1/3 cup lemon juice
1/3 cup orange juice
1/3 cup watermelon
¼ teaspoon peppermint extract or 8 springs fresh mint
Combine fruit in large bowl.
Combine rest of ingredients in
separate container and stir until the
sugar dissolves. Pour over the fruit
and marinate, covered, in
refrigerator 3-4 hours. Drain off
some of the juice as desired and
serve.
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
MMGA Board Meeting
June 13, 2017
6:00 p.m. Extension Office

Present: Jeff Burbrink, Kathleen Cripe, Connie Garber, Dianna Jackson, Amy McLaughlin, Anne
Regier, Bill Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Ron Troyer, Cindy Watson.
Absent: Dan Carlson, Carol Novy, Kathy Radican
Connie welcomed the group and called the meeting to order. Secretary’s report–One
adjustment was made to the May 2017 meeting notes. Under Committee Reports, item “h”
should read: “Kathleen said there’s a good start to sign-ups for fair week set-up, which will be
6:00 p.m. on Monday, July 17 at Ag Hall. Pizza will be provided after set up.” Jenny moved that
the May Secretary’s report be approved and Dianna seconded; motion passed. Anne presented
the Treasurer’s report. The checking account balance is $7,546.58; money market balance is
$18,759.35; savings balance is $137.30; and cash on hand is $200.00, for a total of $26,643.23.
The budget line for the bus trip will be moved below the total line. Additional expenses should
be coming in for the bus trip and the garden tour. Anne and Penny Stroup will do an audit.
Craig moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted and Kathleen seconded; motion passed.
Jeff presented the Educator’s Report. The newly acquired reference books were circulated and
are already being used. Answer line is going well. Reporting system–a couple more oddities
were discovered by Nancy. She is really learning the program. Dan has had folks signing up
when he is working the answer line. Nancy and Jeff were discussing a note section to be added
as well and John Orick thought that was a good idea. Only increments of a half hour or full hour
can be used when adding hours. Committee Reports (Those not listed has no report.): Answer
Line – It’s going well. Broadcaster–Things are going well. Class Updates–2016 class working on
answer line, garden tour, fair presentations. Community Gardens–Things are coming up nicely.
Zucchinis are already 2” long. Fair Board–The June meeting is June 14. Fair Set Up–Kathleen
will send out an email to remind folks about set-up. Garden Tour–Going well. Things are being
finalized. Jeff said they normally send out a news release. Membership–Jenny asked about
someone taking over responsibility for this position. Connie will share this with Dan. Quilt
Gardens–Bristol and Goshen gardens are doing well. Set up–Things are fine. Speakers Bureau–
Two speaking engagements are scheduled for fall. Spring Celebration–Working on getting a
team together. Tree Sale–Haven’t heard what has been made on the sale. Webmaster–Things
are ok. New Business: At the June MMGA meeting ask for a volunteer to fill the remaining 2.5
years of a 3-year Board position. Connie will send out an email indicating that there is an
opening on the Board and that anyone interested should contact Craig Stiver. Craig will take the
name(s) to the Nominating Committee. Old Business: More volunteers are needed in the Fair
Tent on July 27, 28, 29, at 11:00, 1:00, and 3:00. The Garden Show committee met and decided
on both the EEC and Ag Hall for the event and they are being held for use. The cost for the EEC
will be $2200 for three days. No deposit is needed at this time to hold the buildings. 50
vendors using a 10’ x 10’ space will fill the EEC. Recruiting for vendors will be very important. A
postcard/advertising piece will be provided when talking with potential vendors. The bus trip is
almost full. Craig suggested that a committee of board members be formed to review the
bylaws. Discussion was tabled until the July Board meeting.
The next Board meeting will be held July 11, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. Connie adjourned the meeting at
7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, MMGA Board Secretary
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MMGA Member Meeting
June 27, 2017
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall
Dan Carlson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in Ag Hall. Loanne
Harms introduced the evening’s speaker, MMGA member, Pat Weigold, who shared about her visit to
south central Mexico and the monarch butterflies she observed while there. Pat shared that the
monarch butterflies east of the Rocky Mountains are all in an area of central Mexico, in the El Rosario
preserve. February is the best month to observe the monarchs in this habitat but they are there from
November through March. Pat also explained about their migration and the four generations and
lifespan. Monarchs lay their eggs only on the milkweed which contains a toxin which makes them
unpalatable to predators. They also feed on the common milkweed and butterfly weed. They’re called
monarch butterflies based upon the crest of King William of England, whose crest is brown and orange. Roundup is the main killer of monarch butterflies. Monarchs are the only species of butterfly
that has a two-way migration. Following Pat’s presentation, Dan invited the group to pick up their
Broadcaster and to check out the opportunities available (garden tour tickets, fair tent, Ag Hall set-up,
Ag Hall plant doctor, Spring Celebration team). The group was then released for a 20 minute refreshment break. Following refreshment time, Dan reconvened the group for announcements and the
business meeting. Dan asked if there were any questions about the Secretary’s report printed in the
Broadcaster and invited a motion. Loanne Harms made the motion to accept the Secretary’s report
and Connie Garber seconded; motion passed. Anne Regier presented the Treasurer’s report: Checking account -- $7,546.58; money market – $18,759.35; savings – $137.30; cash – $200.00; Total –
$26,643.23. Debbie Mann made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and Jenny Schrock seconded; motion passed. Jeff provided the Educator’s report. The Middlebury River Fest was coming
up on Saturday, August 26, and he was looking for someone to be present in the MG booth. The
theme is amphibians and water quality. Contact Jeff if interested. Jeff shared that there were some
free items at the sign-up table. Also, there will be answer line training tomorrow, June 28, 10:00 a.m.
at the Wellfield Botanical Gardens. Bus Trip–Tuesday, June 20 was the bus trip to Schedel Arboretum
and the Toledo Botanical Garden. They had a great tour guide at Schedel and a 1-1/2 hour self-guided
tour at the Toledo Botanical Garden. Cracker Barrel was the dinner destination on the way home. A
recap will be provided to the board. Garden Tour–All the gardens are good. There have been questions about when MG’s can buy things. After 2 p.m. the plants are free to MG’s, but prior to that they
are not available. We want to have a good selection for guests coming to the Hospitality Center. Tree
Sale–The final MMGA portion of the proceeds is $1,046.78. Trees have been chosen for the April
2018 Tree Sale. Garden Show 2019–The date of the garden show is February 23, 2019. Set up will
take place Friday, February 22. More committee members are needed, including someone to research potential speaker choices. The next meeting is August 22, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension
Office. If interested, please call or email Carol Novy. Community Garden–Six pounds of radishes and
two pounds of zucchini were harvested and taken to Church Community Services. Ours was the first
produce contributed from area gardens. Ag Hall exhibits can be brought in Wednesday, 5-7; Thursday
morning. Garden Tour Appreciation Meal–Fresh flowers are needed for table centerpieces. Contact
Carol Swartzendruber or Linda Harkleroad if you can provide them. Ag Hall set up–Monday, July 17 at
6:00 p.m. Pizza will be provided following set-up. Board opening–The current board member cannot
continue to serve due to family illness. Loanne Harms was nominated and it was a unanimous vote
for Loanne to fill the opening. The next meeting is July 11. Door prizes and attendance–60 people
were at this evening’s meeting. Door prize winners were Jim Carpenter, Dan Carlson, Gail Weybright,
Kent Yoder, Gaye Yoder, Tammy McDonald, LeAnn Coon, Heidi Zavatsky, Bonnie Morrison, Dianna
Jackson, Steve Ramer, Kate Rink, and Mary Miller. Refreshments–Dan thanked the refreshment providers—Dianna Jackson, Ruth Middleton, Carol Swartzendruber and Karin Frey. Next meeting is Monday, July 17 at 6:00 p.m. to set up Ag Hall for the fair.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, Secretary

“I am more myself in a garden than
anywhere else on Earth.”
-Doug Green
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The Michiana Master Gardeners Association is a not-for-profit educational organization dedicated to the improvement of the community.
Members of the Association have completed the requirements of the Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program, working in affiliation
with the Purdue Extension Service of Elkhart County. Its specific aim is to improve the quality of life in the community by providing
information and technical assistance in the area of home horticulture through the use of trained and certified volunteers.
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