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Attention MMGA Members
Articles for the March Broadcaster will be due on FEBRUARY 10TH.
Please e-mail items to Tammy O’Rourke at tjotlo@gmail.com before this date. Thank you.

***A Notice from the Board of Directors***
If you want to post a Master Gardener Event on Facebook or other social media,
you must clear the posting with Nancy Borkholder at the Extension Office to get
the proper Purdue information to be included in the posting.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by CONNIE GARBER
Happy New Year’s to you all. Have you broken
your resolution already? I didn’t make any
resolutions so, no guilty conscience! Also, NO
seed catalogs to dream by yet. I really cleaned up my garden to be
ready for new flowers. I wish I were a better planner. After all that
energy weeding I have lots of room for new flowers.
Brrrr. I don’t think the January thaw is going to be long enough to
make up for those blustery days preceding it. Hope your energy level
stays high while you stay warm. Till next time….
Yours,
Connie Garber,
2018 President
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Day Minder . . .
Watch Us Grow

5

Mon.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting, HISTORY ROOM

7 p.m.

8

Thurs

Airport Community Garden Committee Meeting
Steelyard Coffee Café, Bird’s Gotta Fly

9 a.m.

8

Thurs
.

Spring Celebration Committee Meeting, Location TBD

7 p.m.

13

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

6 p.m.

20

Tues.

Garden Expo Committee Meeting
Extension Office Conference Room

27

Tues.

Member Meeting, Ag Hall
Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm

7 p.m.

Garden Tour Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

7 p.m.

5

Mon.

10

Sat.

13

Tues.

Board Meeting, Extension Office Conference Room

20

Tues.

Garden Expo Committee Meeting,
Extension Office Conference Room

27

Tues.

Member Meeting , Ag Hall
Master Gardener Awards

Spring Celebration, Greencroft, Goshen

6:30 p.m.

12-4 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

MEETING CANCELLATION NOTICE:
If the President and/or Vice-President feels it would be in the best interest of the
membership to cancel an event, a blanket email will be sent out to all members no later than
5 p.m. on the day of the event. For those persons who do not have access to email, a phone
call will be made notifying them of the cancellation.
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Member Meetings, LAST Tuesday of the month, Ag Hall, 7 p.m. unless noted
Tuesday, February 27, 2018
Tuesday, March 27, 2018
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Tuesday, May 29, 2018
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Monday, July 16, 2018

Martha Wilczynski, Lavender Hill Farm,
“For the Love of Lavender”
Master Gardener Awards
TBA
Flora of Australia, Meg Mitzel
Creating a Cutting Garden, Phoebe Brubaker,
Flowers by Phoebe
Fair Set-up and Pizza Party

Board Meetings, SECOND Tuesday of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Tuesday, May 8, 2018
Tuesday, June 12, 2018
Tuesday, July 10, 2018
Garden Tour Meetings, FIRST Monday of the month, Ext. Office Conference Room, 7 p.m.
Monday, February 5, 2018 (History Room)
Monday, March 5, 2018
Monday, April 2, 2018
Monday, May 7, 2018
Monday, June 4, 2018
Saturday, July 14, 2018 GARDEN TOUR
Garden Expo Meetings, Tuesdays, Ext. Office Conference Room, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 20, 2018
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
Tuesday, May 22, 2018
Tuesday, June 19, 2018
No July Meeting due to Garden Tour and Fair
Spring Celebration Meetings, SECOND Thursday of the month, 7 p.m., location varies
Thursday, February 8, 2018
Saturday, March 10, 2018 Spring Celebration, Greencroft, Goshen
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JEFF BURBRINK: READ WITH A SKEPTICAL EYE
December 12, 2017

Sometimes, clever marketing can make something look
better than it really is. Case in point, some recent literature I
received promoting some fertilizers, nutrients and soil
amendments. Separating the misleading information from
the accurate is a skill to be learned.
Sara Berg, an agronomy specialist at South Dakota State, recently wrote a
series of stories, along with some of her colleagues, illustrating how these
marketing tricks can be deceiving. You can see her series of articles
at https://goo.gl/UhDn8N.
One method commonly used to skew data in a biased manner is to change
the scale of a graphic. In figure 1, you see a fictional yield trial comparing an
untreated crop, one treated with an inoculant and another treated with
both an inoculant and a biostimulant. It all looks very scientific.
However, notice that the scale on the y-axis begins at 40 bushels, rather
than zero. If it started at zero, the differences between the untreated and
treated trials would not look as pronounced. The literature I received in the
mail used this technique 28 times in just 78 pages.
Notice also that there is no statistical or economic analysis in figure 1. Was
there a significant boost to yield by using these products? What was the cost
of the additional treatments? Does the yield bump make up for the added
cost? Was this a replicated trial or just strips through a field? Again, the
literature I received was missing that information, too.
The bottom line: our society functions on a buyer beware philosophy.
Knowing how to spot poorly backed claims is a skill that is worth developing,
both as a business person and as a consumer in general.
Note to the editor: The attached graphic was used by permission of Sara
Berg, an agronomist from South Dakota State University.
EEOC STATEMENT It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
that all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services,
activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, national origin or
ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a
veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action institution.

JEFF BURBRINK: READ WITH A SKEPTICAL EYE, CONT.
December 12, 2017
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Figure 1. Fictional yield trial results provided by Sara Berg, South Dakota State University.
The scale on the Y-Axis begins at 40, rather than zero, which can exaggerate minor
differences, and mislead the user. The reader has no information about how the trials were
conducted, as well as information about the costs of the treatment.

IN MEMORY OF SUE STEVENS
BY JEFF BURBRINK

Sue Stevens, a member of our 2000 Master Gardener class, passed away
on January 2. Sue had been fighting cancer for a number of years, and had
recently moved to Mississippi to enjoy time with her grandkids.
Many of you will fondly remember Sue as the worm lady. She developed
her niche in Master Gardeners by teaching others the value of composting
with worms, and did so with humor and enthusiasm. I will never forget the
first time she taught that class. I put a handful of worms on the document
camera, and we watched them squirm around behind her while she
talked. She routinely had a table at our Garden Tour Hospitality Center to
teach people about her beloved worms.
Sue was a woman of great faith. We can take comfort that she is now in a
much better place.
Cards can be sent to her husband, Bill, at 26345 Polktown Road, Lucedale,
MS 39452
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Winter Ink
By Jim Carpenter
The ink is flowing slowly,
as I sit in this cold shack.
But the fire will soon provide,
some heat to warm my back.
This hut is a handy retreat,
a convenient get away.
It has a pleasant ambiance,
shelter on a cold winter's day.
I sit at the fly specked window,
and observe the scene beyond.
Where the glory of winter's majesty,
can surely now be found.
The cold and frozen snow,
as pure as pure can be,
stretches out before me,
like a sparkling diamond sea.
Every season has its splendor,
nature's beauty on display.
Take some time to seek it out,
and add some blessing to your day.
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
BY CAROL SWARTZENDRUBER

Dianna Jackson, Class of 2016
Michiana is truly Dianna’s stomping grounds. She grew up in
Union, MI, went to school in White Pigeon and has generally
lived in Elkhart since then. She grew up in a farming family and
loved being out with the animals and in the fields with her Dad,
grandpa and uncle. But since then, Dianna has been busy with
other things like working in real estate for 40 years quite successfully. She worked sales, management, and appraisal and
was even president of the Elkhart Board of Realtors in 1983.
Many of her contacts in the area have become great friends to Dianna even as she is
now retired. She still has some involvement in the real estate business occasionally.
Luckily, her son and daughter both live, along with her three grandchildren, close by
in Indiana. One lives in Elkhart and the other in Crown Point.
Painting, especially with acrylics, has become a relatively new passion and she volunteers with the Elkhart Art League and also is a member of the Women in Business of
Elkhart. As a new Master Gardener, Dianna has stepped right up and has gotten involved in several volunteer opportunities and is currently on the MMGA Board.
Traveling is on her list of things to do much more of now that she is retired. She has
traveled to San Diego, Mexico, and Italy. She loved Italy and hopes to go back there
and to more interesting places now that she has retired.
When asked about unusual happenings in her life or business, she said the worst
thing was the experience of going into an empty house and finding live (and sometimes dead) animals inside. So glad to have you as part of MMGA, Dianna.
Cindy Watson, Class of 2015
We as a group have greatly benefited from Cindy’s secretarial abilities for our group and for the board. She started
with us as her class liaison to the board and become quite an
asset to our group. Cindy grew up in the Concord area of
Michiana and with her great passion for people, she worked
35 years for Church World Service, based in Elkhart. Working
with Protestant and Orthodox congregations and individuals,
Cindy encouraged the groups to get involved in international
relief. Through her job, Cindy has traveled overseas a lot, but not to the usual touristy
places. Among others, she has traveled to Haiti, Tanzania, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Kenya, India, Guatemala, Honduras and Thailand.
Married to Dan for 34 years, they have two sons and one daughter, along with three
very young grandchildren (and another due in June). They are thrilled that they all live
nearby and in anticipation of a long, wonderful family time, Cindy and Dan have
bought a fixer-upper lake cottage on a small lake near Claypool, IN. It has been a real
learning experience in remodeling along with a lot of hard work. But, Cindy is an addict to learning anything new and different.
She loves anything vintage that she can repurpose, so she enjoys estate and garage
sales, which also add to her people loving skills. Cindy collects white or cream McCoy
pottery which was made in the early 1900’s in Ohio. It all started with Cindy’s mother
giving her a vase that had been her own wedding present. She and Dan have hosted
five exchange students through Rotary and Cindy is on the mission committee at Faith
United Methodist Church. You will find Cindy is full of joy, contentment and ideas.

SERIES FOR GARDENERS BEGINS FEBRUARY 19
AN ON-LINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITY
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Note: Jeff has approved this course to count as education hours. Also, late fees
apply to registration after January 28. Link to registration form below.

Purdue Extension is offering a series on gardening that looks at vegetable
production practices. The series, "Home Vegetable Gardens: For the Pleasure
of Growing Your Own Produce," will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
on Feb. 19 and 26 and March 5, 12, and 19. The program will be held at the
Purdue Extension Office, 202 W Main St., Warsaw, in addition to 15 other sites
around Indiana.
Participants also have the option to access the sessions from home via a high
-speed internet connection.
Each day will feature a two-hour session that covers a topic important to
vegetable growers. The agenda includes:






Feb. 19 - Session 1: Getting Started in Vegetable Gardening.
Feb. 26 - Session 2: Starting Early and Fresh Produce Safety.
March 5 - Session 3: Vegetable Varieties: Cool and Warm Season.
March 12 - Session 4: Disease Management: Diagnosing Tips and
Prevention Tips.
March 19 - Session 5: Pest Management: Pest Identification and some
Organic Controls.

Purdue presenters include Jeff Burbrink, Dr. Dan Egel, Dr. Rick Foster, Rosie
Lerner, and Nikky Witkowski.
Nikky Witkowski, educator, Purdue Extension-Lake County, notes this a great
program for different levels of growers. “Families really like the idea of
growing your own fresh produce. Sizing the gardens right can be a challenge as
well as diagnosing what insect or disease likes your vegetables as much as you
do. The various experts we have will assist you to be able to identify them and
control them,” she said.
The series will speak to those who are looking at getting started in growing. It
will also offer a wealth of information for those that have been growing for
many years. Among the topics, a look at varieties of vegetables, plus insect and
disease issues. The series is also a great reminder about best practices.
Registration is $35 per person for all sessions or $10 per person for an
individual session. The fee includes all handouts and resource materials.
For more information regarding program content, available viewing sites or
how to register, contact Purdue Extension Kosciusko County office or Kelly
Heckaman at 574-372-2340, kheckaman@purdue.edu. A full brochure is
available at https://tinyurl.com/2017VegetableGardening
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VALENTINE RECIPIES BY FANCHEON RESSLER

Red Hot Molded Hearts
1/4 cup red cinnamon candies
1 cup boiling water
1 package any flavor red Jell-O
2 cups applesauce
Dissolve candies in boiling water. (Tip: If you have difficulty getting
candies completely dissolved, put mixture in microwave on HIGH for a
minute.) Stir in gelatin until dissolved. Fold in applesauce. Pour into
individual heart-shaped molds or a larger one sprayed lightly with cooking
spray. Chill at least 3 hours before removing from molds by dipping quickly in
warm water and inverting onto serving plates. Makes 10-12 servings.
Slushy Valentine Jell-O Punch

6 ounces cherry Jell-O
1/3 cup sugar (optional)
2 cups boiling water

1 46-ounce can pineapple juice
2 cups cold water
2 liters chilled ginger ale

Dissolve Jell-O and sugar in boiling water. Pour into a 4-quart freezer-proof
container-ice cream bucket is good. Stir in pineapple juice and cold water.
Freeze overnight or even for a couple of weeks. Remove 2 hours before
serving and place in punch bowl. Right before serving, pour ginger ale over
base and stir to break up icy mixture.
(Vary the flavor of Jell-O to suit other holidays or color schemes.)

Chocolate Spoons for Hot Cocoa
1/2 pound each chocolate and white dipping chocolate, melted
Valentine sprinkles, chopped peppermint candy, colored sugars
12-15 heavy red or white plastic spoons
Melt chocolates separately in small microwave-safe dishes on HIGH for 1
minute. Stir until blended. (This should be enough time, but if necessary
return to microwave for 20 seconds at a time.) Dip spoons first in one color of
chocolate and lay them on waxed paper covered surface. To dry quickly, put
in refrigerator for just a few minutes. Then dip in the other chocolate, leaving
tips or tops of spoon bowl uncovered. Immediately sprinkle with toppings of
choice and allow to dry on waxed paper again. Serve with hot chocolate or
another hot drink.

RECIPES BY FANCHEON RESSLER
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Individual Spaghetti Pies
Makes 6 servings
Bake at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes in sprayed jumbo-sized muffin cups
8 ounces spaghetti, cooked and rinsed
2 tablespoons margarine
2 beaten eggs
1/3 cup Parmesan cheese

1 pound ground beef
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 1/2 cups spaghetti sauce
1/2 cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Mix together cooked spaghetti, margarine, eggs, and Parmesan cheese. Divide
into six equal portions and press into bottoms and up sides of prepared pans. Brown
ground beef and onion; stir in spaghetti sauce. Divide meat mixture evenly into spaghetti-lined cups. Bake as directed. After baking time, remove from oven and sprinkle
with mozzarella cheese. Allow to sit 5 minutes to melt cheese. Remove carefully with
large spoon onto serving plates.
To freeze, cool and wrap in foil or place in zip lock bags. Reheat in microwave
from frozen or partially thawed until hot and bubbly.
Individual Stuffed Turkey Loaves
Makes 6 servings
Bake in sprayed cups of a jumbo muffin tin at 350 degrees for 30 minutes
2 pound ground turkey
1 1/2 cup stuffing mix, chicken flavored
1 cup quick-cooking oats
2/3 cup boiling water
1/2 cup water
6 spiced apple rings
2 teaspoons dried Italian seasoning
2 packages (1 1/2 ounces each) dried vegetable soup mix
In medium bowl, combine turkey, oats, water, Italian seasoning, and soup mix.
In small bowl combine stuffing mix and boiling water; cover and set aside.
Coat muffin cups with non-stick cooking spray. In bottom of each cup, press a
heaping 1/3 cup of the turkey mixture. Top with 3 tablespoons stuffing mixture. Press
another 1/3 cup turkey mixture over stuffing, sealing edges.
Bake as directed or until turkey is no longer pink in center. To serve, loosen edges of loaves with knife and remove each onto a serving platter or onto individual
plates. Top with spiced apple rings.
Because of an acid reflux problem, I was looking for ground meat recipes that didn’t
require tomato products. This one also did not have onions or eggs in it, so I tried it
and had excellent results. Since then, I’ve made these attractive little loaves for
friends recovering from operations and older folks who live alone and seldom cook
from scratch for themselves. In all cases, this recipe was a hit. Since the recipe
makes six portions, it is very handy to freeze some for later or to share.
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The Great Backyard Bird Count
Be a Citizen-Scientist in Elkhart County!
February 16-19, 2018

The Great Backyard Bird Count website is gbbc.birdcount.org and will tell you
everything you need to know about the bird count.
Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society,
the Great Backyard Bird Count was the first online citizen-science project to collect
data on wild birds and to display results in near real-time.
People of all ages and walks of life worldwide join the four-day count each February
to create an annual snapshot of the distribution and abundance of birds.
To participate: For at least 15 minutes on one or more days of the count, February
16-19, 2018, simply tally the numbers and kinds of birds you see. You can count from
any location, anywhere in the world, for as long as you wish!
If you’re new to the count, or have not participated since before the 2013 merger
with eBird, you must create a free online account to enter your checklists. If you
already have an account, just use the same login name and password. If you have
already participated in another Cornell Lab citizen-science project, you can use your
existing login information, too.
Your help is needed every year to make the GBBC successful!
Keep counting birds year round with eBird, which uses the same system as the Great
Backyard Bird Count to collect, store, and display data any time, all the time.
Why Count Birds?
Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by knowing where the birds are. Bird
populations are dynamic; they are constantly in flux. No single scientist or team of
scientists could hope to document and understand the complex distribution and
movements of so many species in such a short time.
Scientists use information from the Great Backyard Bird Count, along with
observations from other citizen-science projects, such as the Christmas Bird
Count, Project FeederWatch, and eBird, to get the “big picture” about what is
happening to bird populations. The longer these data are collected, the more
meaningful they become in helping scientists investigate far-reaching questions, like
these:

How will the weather and climate change influence bird populations?

Some birds, such as winter finches, appear in large numbers during some years
but not others. Where are these species from year to year, and what can we learn
from these patterns?

How will the timing of birds’ migrations compare with past years?

How are bird diseases, such as West Nile virus, affecting birds in different regions?

What kinds of differences in bird diversity are apparent in cities versus suburban,
rural, and natural areas?
(Some information paraphrased from the gbbc.birdcount.org website)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Chicago Flower & Garden Show
Wednesday, March 14 Sunday, March 18, 2018
Navy Pier
For more information www.chicagoflower.com

West Michigan Home & Garden Show
Thursday, March 1– Sunday, March 4
Devos Place, Grand Rapids, MI
For more information www.showspan.com/WMH/

Indiana Home & Garden Show
Friday, February 9- Sunday, February 11
Indianapolis Convention Center, Indianapolis
For more information www.homeshowcenter.com/overview/Indianapolis

Indiana Flower & Patio Show
Saturday, March 10-Sunday, March 18
Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis
For more information www.indianaflowerandpatioshow.com

Fort Wayne Home & Garden Show
Thursday, March 1– Sunday, March 4
Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne
For more information www.home-gardenshow.com

Purdue Master Gardener State Conference
Thursday, June 7-Sataurday, June 9, 2018
Hendricks County Fairgrounds, Danville, IN
For more information visit www.purduemgconference.com
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INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

NEW COLUMN FOR BROADCASTER

NEW

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS! You don’t have to be a professional photographer
to take fun, unique and interesting photos! Anyone can do it! Grab your phone or
camera and capture Mother Nature’s offerings.
I would like to feature a “Photo of the Month” in future newsletters which is
interesting, unique, fun, cute, etc., and of any garden/nature/wildlife topic. Please
include details of when and where the photo was taken, and any other details that
you would like to provide. Sometimes a story is necessary and sometimes the photo
speaks for itself. Please send your submissions to me at tjotlo@gmail.com.
Tammy O’Rourke
ITEMS NEEDED
OLD T-SHIRTS, SHEETS, ETC.-We are in need of lightweight cotton fabric to use as ties
for our tomato plants in the Community Garden. If you are spring cleaning those
closets and drawers, keep us in mind. Clean, please. We will cut as needed. Sue
Stuckman, Heidi Zavatsky, Anne Overmyer or Tammy O’Rourke will accept donations.
LARGE STYROFOAM CONTAINERS-There are plans to make the faux hypertufa
planters for Garden Tour again this year. We have many of the smaller sized
containers used for medicine shipments, but we would like some larger ones. If you
receive food shipments packed in ice or cold packs by mail, these are the types of
containers that we are looking for. Give your donations to Gwen Ferland or Tammy
O’Rourke.
KREATIVE KALE SOUP
Ross and Suzanne Kistler are using every bit of their vegetable
harvest...even in December! Ross harvested a bunch of kale and
Suzanne made a wonderful soup with it. He broke off a large stem
with many leaves on it and removed the center stem. They placed
the leaves in a large pan with a large can of chicken broth. They
added four large carrots, cut into small chunks, and cooked this for a
while. They then added a packet of Ramen Noodle Soup, beef
flavor, and cooked it until noodles and carrots were fully cooked. It was that simple
and tasted wonderful. They had enough left over to place in the freezer for later use.
When the kale has been frozen in the garden as it has been these past few days, it
seems to sweeten the kale. This stalk of kale was taken from a plant that Ross
brought into their marriage. He removed it from Granger after he and Suzanne were
married, so the plant roots are over three years old. Each spring the plants comes to
life.

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS

Page 16

2018 GARDEN TOUR
Happy Winter to my Master Gardener friends. It's
finally stopped snowing and the temperature is not
in the single digits!
I am chair of the merchandise committee for
Garden Tour 2018. I've been making things to sell at
the boutique, and we would love to have some of
your creations, too. I've seen some of the beautiful
garden-related things some of you have made. So, while you're hibernating for the
rest of the winter like I am, please make some things for Garden Tour.
Also, when you're working on that resolution to clear some clutter, save some of
those garden things for our second hand sale. They may be someone else’s treasure.
Thanks my friends. See all of you soon.
Gwen Ferland, Merchandise Chair
AIRPORT COMMUNITY GARDEN
The first meeting of 2018 will take place on Thursday, February 8, at 9:00 a.m. We
will meet at the Steelyard Coffee Café located in the Bird’s Gotta Fly building at 916 N.
Michigan, Elkhart. We will be planning our call-out meeting, seminars, opening day
and discuss garden preparations for the 2018 season. If you would like to join the
Community Garden Committee, please contact Sue Stuckman at 574-214-5492 or
Heidi Zavatsky at 574-295-5956.
A REMINDER FROM JEFF

A Master Gardener asked me to rethink the policy of not giving volunteer hours for
hosting the Garden Tour at your home. We had a very good, thoughtful discussion
and I must say, she had thought through the topic very thoroughly. So, after
considering the question, I am happy to announce that I will accept 40 hours of
volunteer time for those of you who have hosted the garden tour at your home!
This is retroactive. Those who have hosted in years past can turn in 40 hours. If you
have hosted the tour 2 times at your home, you can claim 80 hours. In the future,
any Master Gardener who hosts a tour will also be given 40 hours of volunteer time.
For those who this applies to, please enter your hours at https://www.purdue.edu/
mg-volunteer/login.php. When you enter your 40 hours, please make a notation in
the comment box which year you hosted the tour.
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

This month’s Photo of the Month was taken by Tammy O’Rourke at The Red Door Farm in
Raleigh, NC. The Red Door Farm is a private garden that was included on a garden tour
Tammy and a friend took in 2014. The Farm had acres of exquisite gardens and a barnyard
full of friendly farm animals. This goat was the friendliest fellow, and he was happy to be
hand fed and get his nose rubbed. The fence was very much in the way for him while
getting his nose rub. Silly goat! His smile is so happy!
INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
MMGA Member Meeting
November 28, 2017
7:00 p.m. Ag Hall

Dan Carlson welcomed everyone to Thanks-for-Giving and introduced the members of
the new 2017 class. Secretary’s report-The October secretary’s report was tabled until
the January MMGA meeting. Treasurer’s report-Anne shared the treasurer’s report.
The checking account balance was $9,650.52; money market was $18,767.25; savings
was $137.35; cash on hand was $200.00 for a total of $28,755.12. Paul Miles made a
motion to accept the treasurer’s report; Tom Havens seconded; motion passed. Dan
Carlson will be taking Anne’s place as treasurer for 2018. Educator’s report-Jeff could
not be at the meeting so there was not an Educator’s report. New Business: Ron
Troyer has submitted a letter of resignation from MMGA and the Board due to
excessive obligations. The board affirmed using the fourth person from the October
voting, Gwen Ferland. Gwen will be filling the remaining year of Ron’s term on the
board. At the December Board meeting, all of the outgoing and new incoming board
members will be present. The next MMGA meeting will be held in Ag Hall on Tuesday,
January 30, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, Secretary

INFORMATION FOR OUR MEMBERS
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MMGA Board Meeting
December 12, 2017
6:00 p.m. Extension Office
Present: Sandy Amt, Jeff Burbrink, Dan Carlson, Kathleen Cripe, Gwen Ferland, Connie Garber, Loanne
Harms, Dianna Jackson, Carol Novy, Kate Rink, Bill Roberts, Jenny Schrock, Craig Stiver, Carol
Swartzendruber, Cindy Watson Absent: Anne Regier
Dan welcomed the group and called the meeting to order. The incoming board members were introduced,
as well as the present board members. Board members who were leaving the board were thanked for their
time and many contributions. Secretary’s report – Copies were circulated; Kathleen made a motion to accept the secretary’s report; Loanne seconded; motion passed. Treasurer’s report – Anne was absent so Dan
reviewed the report. The checking account balance was $9,028.00; money market was $18,768.80; savings
was $137.36; cash was $200.00, for a total balance of $28,134.16. Kathleen asked about expenditures for
the 2018 Spring Celebration and those will be noted on the 2018 budget as well. Connie asked about the
Horticulture Sponsor on the wall at Ag Hall. Jenny asked when we would next hear about the College Grant.
Jeff shared that it would be in the spring session. The turf program is now within the Horticulture Department at Purdue. A motion was made by Jenny to accept the Treasurer’s Report; Connie seconded the motion; motion passed. Educator’s report – The class of 2017 appointed Sandy Amt as their class and Board
representative. The class also had all of their seminar information done a month ahead of time. They will
soon receive MMGA membership information. Purdue wants a large presence in the MMGA logo. Nancy
continues to work with Purdue on the reporting system and has been extremely helpful. The PowerPoint
class had 12 attendees. The group produced a 3-slide product with Jeff teaching them how to include pictures exported from the Internet. Dan turned the gavel over to incoming Board President Connie Garber.
Connie welcomed input from the group. For the 2018 Vice President’s position, Carol Swartzendruber, Kate
Rink and Kathleen Cripe were all nominated. By vote, Kathleen Cripe will be the 2018 board vice president.
For the 2018 Secretary’s position, Cindy Watson accepted a second term as secretary. Kathleen explained
the work of a committee liaison. Appointments for 2018 committee/Board liaisons are as follows: Answer
line – Dan Carlson; Archivist – Loanne Harms; Broadcaster – Kathleen Cripe; Bus Trip – this needs a committee chair and a board liaison; Bylaws – Craig Stiver; Class Updates – 2016 Dianna Jackson and 2017
Sandy Amt; Community Gardens – Gwen Ferland; Extension Landscape – Kate Rink; Fair Board – Kate Rink;
Fair set-up – Kathleen Cripe; Garden Show – Carol Novy; Garden Tour – Carol Swartzendruber; Membership – Loanne Harms; Merchandise – Carol Novy; Nominating Committee – Craig Stiver; Programs – Connie
Garber; Property Trustee – needs a committee; Kathleen to be the liaison; Quilt gardens – Bristol, Dianna
Jackson liaison and for Goshen Kate Rink will be the liaison. Goshen still needs a coordinator. Dean Linsenmeyer and Debbie Mann will be contacted; Set up – Craig Stiver; Speakers Bureau – Dan Carlson; Spring
Celebration – Kathleen Cripe – Spring Celebration will be held March 10, 2018 from 12-4 p.m. Doors open
at 12 noon. There will be two speakers—Birds & Bees, Charlotte Hubbard; Birds Unlimited, Janet McGowan,
Granger. The next meeting for Spring Celebration will be held January 11 at 7:00 p.m. at Angels. Tickets for
Spring Celebration will be available at the January MMGA membership meeting; Tree Sale – Carol
Swartzendruber; Webmaster – Craig Stiver. Old Business: Compost for community garden – Jenny contacted Ron Martin, Kruse and Soil Solutions about compost. Ron Martin’s cost would cost $999 for a load and
Kruse’s mushroom mulch would cost $1500 per load. Soil Solutions wood mulch would cost $630 per load.
All loads include delivery and are 45 cubic yards per load. The community garden budget line is $500. The
wood mulch would produce fewer weeds than the mushroom mulch. The City of Elkhart would spread and
work in the mulch at no cost. Jenny was asking permission to move forward for an additional $130-500 to
cover the costs. Dan made the motion to approve $130 for mulch from Soil Solutions if it is determined that
their product is appropriate for use on the community garden. If Soil Solutions is not appropriate to use,
someone will bring information back to the board and approval for additional funds will be made at that
time. Fair Tent Use – Craig shared that the fair tent is available Thursday through Saturday during fair week
to allow master gardeners the opportunity to teach children about simple gardening projects. During the
2017 fair, master gardeners interacted with 130 children. Craig is willing to be the liaison but will need a
committee chair. Craig had 6-7 helpers last year and has asked two people but they were not interested.
New Business: Church Community Services thanked MMGA for the donation of $70.00 and food items.
The letter was given to the MMGA secretary. The next board meeting will be held January 9 at 6:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Watson, Secretary
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community by providing information and technical assistance in the
area of home horticulture through the use of trained and
certified volunteers.
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